Consultation questions
1.1 The purpose of this consultation is to seek your views on the Scoping Report. We would
particularly welcome your comments on the following:

Question 1
Have we included all the relevant plans and programmes that are of significance to the joint
Core Strategy and sustainability?

Question 2
Can you suggest any other information/facts and figures that may be suitable for inclusion in
the baseline information collected for the Sustainability Appraisal of the joint Core Strategy?

Question 3
Have we correctly identified the main sustainability issues?

Question 4
Have we chosen the right sustainability indicators for the joint Core Strategy?

Question 5
Do you think that the proposed method for option appraisal is appropriate?

Question 6
Does this scoping report provide sufficient information to ensure that an appropriate SA can
be carried out?

1.2 Consultation on this Scoping Report is intended to ensure that the objectives set are
appropriate, and the scope and level of detail proposed for subsequent stages of the Core Strategy
are comprehensive and robust enough to support decisions with regards to sustainability.
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Introduction
Background
2.1 Derbyshire Dales District Council and High Peak Borough Council have agreed to prepare
a Joint Core Strategy for the area over which they are the planning authorities. The Core Strategy
is the key document within the Local Development Framework (LDF). It's role is to set out the
spatial vision for the area up to 2026, together with "spatial" objectives and strategic policies
designed to achieve the vision. The joint core strategy will comprise a number of key parts,
including vision and objectives for the area, a spatial strategy, main policies and a framework to
monitor the implementation and effectiveness of the plan.
2.2 The Core Strategy is an important, strategic document and will provide the framework for
the production of other LDF documents.
2.3 The Core Strategy is subject to a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) under the provisions of the
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. This process is designed to ensure that the adopted
Core Strategy will promote sustainable development by assessing the impact that its polices are
likely to have on the social, environmental and economic development of the area.
2.4 At various points during the preparation of emerging strategies and policies, the SA will ask
“how sustainable is the Joint Core Strategy?” and “what might be done to improve it?”. The SA
is not a one-off event in the preparation of the Joint Core Strategy; but is being undertaken in
tandem with its preparation and feeds into plan development at appropriate points.
2.5 The overall aim of the sustainability appraisal is to help ensure that the joint Core Strategy
contributes to ‘sustainable development’. The UK Strategy for Sustainable Development “A Better
Quality of Life” published in March 2005 outlines a set of shared UK principles which will be used
to achieve the goal of sustainable development. The five guiding principles will form the basis for
policy in the UK. For a policy to be sustainable, it must respect all five of these principles:
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Figure 1 Five Guiding Principles
2.6 The approach taken to carrying out the SA of the Core Strategy is based on guidance set
out in 2005 from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (now the Department for Communities
and Local Government) on Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local
Development Documents.
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Introduction
2.7 This Scoping Report and a Final Sustainability Appraisal Report will together constitute a
"Sustainability Appraisal Report" required by section 19(5) of the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004.
Compliance with the SEA Directive
2.8 When preparing a Local Development Document, planning authorities must carry out a
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC
(known as the SEA Directive). The Directive was transposed into English legislation by the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the ‘SEA Regulations’),
which came into force on 21st July 2004.
2.9 Although SEA and SA are separate processes, they do overlap in their approaches and
involve a similar set of steps. Table 1, below, is reproduced from Government guidance and shows
the key stages and processes required for Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental
Assessment. The combined SA / SEA process is referred to in this document as Sustainability
Appraisal (SA).
2.10 Government guidance suggests a five-stage approach to undertaking SA. Stage A involves
gathering an evidence base and defining SA objectives. The findings of this stage are documented
in a Scoping Report. The appraisal is conducted at Stage B and outcomes recorded in the SA
Report during Stage C. Following statutory consultation (Stage D) the SA Report may require
updating to reflect changes made in response to representations. Stage E concerns ongoing
monitoring of significant effects.
Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope
A1:Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes and sustainability objectives (contextual review)
A2:Collecting baseline information
A3:Identifying sustainability issues
A4:Developing the sustainability framework and outlining what happens next
A5:Consulting on the scope of the sustainability appraisal
Output : Scoping Report
Stage B: Developing and refining the options and assessing the effects
B1:Testing the Core Strategy objectives against the SA Framework
B2:Developing options and alternatives for the Core Strategy
B3/B4:Predicting and evaluating the effects of the draft Core Strategy
B5:Considering ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising benefical effects
B6:Proposing measures to monitor the significant effects of implementing the planning document
Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal
C1:Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal report
Stage D: Consulting on the draft Core Strategy and Sustainability Appraisal Report
D1:Public participation on the Sustainability Appraisal Report and draft Core Strategy
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Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope
D2:Appraising significant changes
Output production of Sustainabilty Appraisal Report
Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the Core Strategy
E1:Finalising aims and methods for monitoring
E2:Responding to adverse effects
Output- Information in the Annual Monitoring report / Community Plan

Table 1 Sustainability Appraisal Process

Purpose of the Scoping Report
2.11 In June 2008, Communities and Local Government published a new version of Planning
Policy Statement 12: Creating strong safe and prosperous communities through Local Spatial
Planning. This has made changes to the process for producing Local Development Documents.
2.12 Early consultation and discussion of ideas for the joint core strategy with members of the
local community will help to identify issues that the plan will need to consider and help to identify
options for tackling these issues. As options are developed the SA will ‘inform the evaluation of
alternatives, providing a means for the decision makers, and the public, that the plan is the most
appropriate given the reasonable alternative’.
2.13 This scoping report follows Stage A as set out in Government guidance (See table 1 above)
“Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents (ODPM,
2005) and broadly does the following:
Identifies environmental, social and economic issues and objectives contained in other
strategies, plans and programmes that are relevant to the Core Strategy area.
Provides baseline information on the environmental, social and economic characteristics of
the Joint Core Strategy area.
Outlines an appropriate framework for carrying out the sustainability appraisal. This includes
objectives, questions and indicators, against which the effects of the draft options and policies
will be appraised, mitigated and monitored.
Meets the requirements of Strategic Environmental Assessment, in-line with government
guidance.
Feeds into a “Habitats Regulations Assessment”.
2.14 This scoping report will inform the remaining four stages of the sustainability appraisal
which will be completed alongside the preparation of the Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Joint
Core Strategy.
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Structure of the Report and Topic Papers
Scoping Report
2.15 In order to avoid preparation of a single, very large, SA scoping report, Derbyshire Dales
and High Peak Borough Council have jointly prepared a summary Scoping Report with twelve
associated topic papers.
2.16 This summary scoping report should be read in conjunction with the Topic Papers where
the detail of each SA stage has been documented.
2.17 The scoping report provides an overview of the baseline information collected across the
joint core strategy area, the key sustainability issues identified and sets out the sustainable
development objectives and indicators that will be used to assess the joint Core Strategy as it is
developed.
Topic Papers
2.18 The full detail of SA scoping work is documented in twelve topic papers. These topic papers
provide details of the current situation across Derbyshire Dales and High Peak relating to a wide
range of social, economic and environmental issues. This review of evidence has been used to
identify issues of concern that should be addressed in the joint Core Strategy.
2.19 The following topic papers support the scoping report and are available to download from
the councils' websites.
Climate Change
Landscape Character and Natural Resources
Air, noise and light pollution
Townscape quality, historic and cultural heritage
Transport and accessibility
Water resources and flood risk
Biodiversity and green infrastructure
Health and well being
Leisure and recreation
Community safety and neighbourhood quality
Homes for everyone
Employment and economy

Purpose of the consultation
2.20 The purpose of this consultation is to seek your views on the Scoping Report. We would
particularly welcome your comments on the following:
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Have we included all the relevant plans and programmes that are of significance to the joint
Core Strategy and sustainability?
Can you suggest any other information/facts and figures that may be suitable for inclusion in
the baseline information collected for the Sustainability Appraisal of the joint Core Strategy?
Have we correctly identified the main sustainability issues?
Have we chosen the right sustainability indicators for the joint Core Strategy?
Do you think that the proposed method for option appraisal is appropriate?
Does this scoping report provide sufficient information to ensure that an appropriate SA can
be carried out?
2.21 To meet the requirements of the SEA Directive, the Councils must seek the views of the
three statutory bodies as set out in the SEA Regulations. These are:
Natural England,
Environment Agency and
English Heritage.
2.22

However, views of all interested individuals and organisations are welcomed.

2.23 You are invited to respond to this consultation by Thursday 21 May 2009 by using one of
the following methods:
Online at http://highpeak-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/jointcorestrategy
Email to an email address given below
Post to either postal address given below
2.24 Please note that all representations submitted online, by email or by post, will be made
available to view on the consultation website. In the interests of data protection, personal contact
detail will not be published on the website.
2.25 If you have any questions about this document please contact the Planning Policy teams
at either Derbyshire Dales District Council or High Peak Borough Council.
Derbyshire Dales District Council
Town Hall, Bank Road, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 3NN
Tel. 01629 761100
E-mail planning@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
High Peak Borough Council
Municipal Buildings, Glossop, Derbyshire SK13 8AF
Revised Derbyshire Dales & High Peak Joint Core Strategy - Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 9
Report

2

2

Introduction
Tel. 0845 129 7777 or 01298 28400
E-mail LDF@highpeak.gov.uk
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Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Joint Core
Strategy

3

3.1 An issues and options paper for the Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Joint Core Strategy
is currently available for consultation.

The Joint Core Strategy
3.2 The area covered by the joint Core Strategy is split into two; to the north is the area within
the Borough of High Peak, and to the south: the area within Derbyshire Dales. Sandwiched
between is the Peak District National Park, a separate local planning authority responsible for
preparing its own Core Strategy.
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Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Joint Core
Strategy

Map 1 Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Core Strategy area and relationship with the
Peak District National Park
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Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Joint Core
Strategy

3

Vision and Strategic Objectives
3.3 The Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Local Strategic Partnership has identified four priority
challenges:
the provision of decent, affordable housing;
support for future generations;
developing an economy that provides high-wage and high-skills jobs;
ensuring people’s older years are happy and healthy.
3.4 A joint vision has therefore been agreed for both the Sustainable Community Strategy and
the Core Strategy.
Vision

The Peak District will be a distinctive high quality rural environment with...
People of all ages who are healthy and safe
High-wage, high-skill jobs
Affordable, decent homes for local people
Towns and villages that offer a high quality of life.
3.5 A number of strategic objectives have been identified for the Derbyshire Dales and High
Peak Joint Core Strategy. These seek to provide the spatial “interpretation” of the Vision and
priority challenges and are linked, where appropriate, with the wider thematic action plans of the
Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Local Strategic Partnership.
Strategic Objectives

People of all Ages who are Healthy and Safe
1. Ensure that social and community infrastructure is provided to meet the needs of the area.
2. Protect existing, and support the delivery of new accessible services and facilities required
to meet the needs of the community particularly for key groups including elderly residents and
younger people.
3. Facilitate development which enhances safety for the local communities and reducesthe
perception and fear of crime.
4. Safeguard existing, and provide new opportunities for access to open space, leisure and
sporting facilities to help increase participation in physical activities.
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Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Joint Core
Strategy
Developing a High-Wage High-Skill Economy
5. Facilitate an appropriate amount of quality employment land and training opportunities in
locations that contribute to the achievement of sustainable development and are accessible
by a range of transport modes.
6. Ensure that new employment development addresses the challenges of climate change,
whose design and layout is appropriate for the high quality rural environment of the area, and
meets the needs of the existing and emerging growth sectors within the local economy.
7. Capitalise on the attractiveness of the local environment, and accessible location to support
indigenous businesses, attract inward investment and facilitate the growth of new firms.
8. Facilitate development that will support the continued growth and diversification of the local
economy.
Providing Affordable and Decent Homes
9. Facilitate the delivery of the housing requirements of the East Midlands Regional Plan for
the period to 2026.
10. Ensure that there is an adequate mix of housing types, sizes and tenures to meet the
needs of all sectors of the community.
11. Ensure that new housing contributes to the achievement of sustainable development,
maximises the re-use of previously developed land and minimises the need to travel by motor
car.
12. Provide housing that meets the challenges of climate change and whose design and layout
is appropriate for the high quality rural environment of the area.
Towns and Villages Offering a High Quality of Life
13. Protect and enhance the character, appearance and setting of the towns and villages in
the area.
14. Ensure that development adequately addresses the local distinctiveness of the towns and
villages in the area.
15. Facilitate development that addresses the challenge of climate change, the risk of flooding,
and minimises the impact on air, light and noise pollution.
16. Protect and enhance species and habitats important for biodiversity, landscape character,
and cultural and heritage assets.
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Other relevant plans and programmes
4.1 Identifying relationships with a wide range of other relevant policies, plans, programmes and
sustainability objectives has helped to identify any external social, environmental or economic
objectives that should be taken into account in the sustainability appraisal of the joint Core Strategy.
It has also helped to identify other sustainability issues that might influence the preparation of the
Core Strategy. This exercise fulfils Task A1 of the Sustainability Appraisal process.
4.2 The guidance (Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development
Documents) states:
“The review should consider guidance at the international, EU or national level on sustainable
development, as well as other policy documents such as Planning Policy Statements. Note should
be made of any targets or specific requirements included within them, and what these relate to”.
4.3 A considerable number of documents published at International, National, Regional, County
and local level were identified. Each of the Topic Papers considered relevant plans and programmes
and a complete list of documents considered relevant to the Core Strategy can be found in
Appendix A - Reviewed Documents - key messages / information and implications for the
sustainability appraisal.
4.4

It was recognised that during the review of documents:
No ‘contextual review’ can ever be exhaustive.
Only the key strategic messages have been identified.
The context is ever-changing, and new or revised plans, policies, programmes, strategies
and initiatives may emerge on a regular basis. It is important monitor any significant changes
and make appropriate revisions to the evidence base.
There is a hierarchy of influence, from international through to national to local level. The
aspirations and objectives of higher-tier documents will be reflected in those further down the
hierarchy at national, regional and local level.

Key issues
4.5 The review of other relevant plans and programmes identified a series of key messages and
issues considered to be relevant for the joint core strategy. The key messages are set out in detail
in the topic papers that accompany this summary paper.
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Stage A2 - Baseline Information
5.1 The collection of baseline information has provided the basis for predicting and monitoring
sustainability effects and has helped to identify sustainability issues, along with alternative ways
of dealing with them.

Evidence gathering
5.2 When collecting baseline data, the aim is to assemble sufficient data on the current and
likely future state of the area to enable the Core Strategy impacts to be adequately predicted.
5.3 Baseline information has been collected using indicators. Monitoring these indicators can
reveal trends in progress towards sustainable development.
5.4

Information was collected to answer a series of questions including:
How good or bad is the current situation?
Do trends show that the current situation is improving or getting worse?
What are the relevant targets and how far from these is the current situation?
Are there any areas of particular sensitivity?
How does the situation compare with the regional and national picture?

5.5 The baseline data collected in this way is recorded in the twelve Topic Papers that accompany
this report.

Data sources
5.6 A wide range of data sources have been used for the baseline data set out in the twelve
Topic Papers. These sources include both primary and secondary data.
Primary research
5.7 To develop a joint evidence base for the Local Development Framework, Derbyshire Dales
District Council and High Peak Borough Council commissioned a number of studies. These studies
were undertaken on a Peak sub-region basis, including the Peak District National Park. The
following research reports are available:
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment
Strategic Housing Needs Survey
Strategic Housing Market Assessment
Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Technology Capacity Study
Peak sub-region Retail and Town Centre Study
Peak sub-region Employment Land Review
Peak sub-region Open space, sport and recreation study
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment - level one
Southern Parishes Accessibility Study
Gypsy and Traveller accommodation assessment
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Secondary research
5.8 Secondary data has been extracted from a wide range of publications and datasets. Sources
have included, among others, national government and government agency websites and census
data.
5.9 Of particular use was the Sustainable Community Strategy Review: Evidence Base undertaken
by Roger Tym & Partners, in March 2008, for the Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Local Strategic
Partnership.

Data gaps
5.10 It may be necessary to revisit the collection of baseline data during the appraisal process,
because new issues emerge all the time. Baseline data will be updated throughout the SA.
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Stage A3 - Sustainability Issues and Problems
6.1 The identification of key sustainability issues facing the Core Strategy area provides an
opportunity to develop the Core Strategy strategic objectives and options, as well as establishing
the framework of sustainable development objectives.
6.2 Separately the two authorities have already undertaken consultation with members of the
community and others to identify sustainability issues within the joint Core Strategy area. Derbyshire
Dales District Council prepared topic papers to inform a series of workshops to explore key issues,
and between November 2007 and July 2008, High Peak Borough Council carried out consultation
on a discussion paper entitled "Shaping the Future".
6.3 The consultation and stakeholder engagement during the preparation of the Sustainable
Community Strategy has also been taken into account.
6.4 The twelve Topic Papers that accompany this report set out an analysis of key sustainability
issues relevant to the joint Core Strategy area.

Sustainability issues identified
6.5 Table 2 below presents the main sustainability issues. These are issues that the Core
Strategy will need to address in order to help deliver the sustainable development of the area.
Sustainability Issues

Evidence

Shortage of local jobs, particularly in high skill / high wage positions.

Employment and
Economy Topic paper

There is a need to improve the range of job opportunities across all
Employment and
sectors and contribute to the development of sustainable communities. Economy Topic paper
Many young people are forced to move away from the area because
of high house prices and a lack of affordable housing.

Employment and
Economy Topic paper

In order to maintain the growth of the local economy, identified land
Employment and
and premises needs to be complemented by a workforce that has the Economy Topic paper
necessary range of skills to meet the needs of existing sectors.
There is a high out-commuting which exacerbates the tight labour
supply in the area and inhibits business growth.

Employment and
Economy Topic paper

High quality town centre environments are a vital factor in ensuring
that people shop locally.

Employment and
Economy Topic paper

Development within the Core Strategy area risks an impact on wildlife Biodiversity and Green
and nature conservation. Measures must be taken for biodiversity
Infrastructure Topic
enhancement, mitigation and protection.
Paper
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Sustainability Issues

Evidence

Green corridors should be created, extended and promoted to help
improve non-car based linkages to local facilities and services.

Biodiversity and Green
Infrastructure Topic
Paper

6

There is a need to consider and plan for the impacts of climate change Biodiversity and Green
on species and habitats.
Infrastructure Topic
Paper
Development on greenfield land.

Biodiversity and Green
Infrastructure Topic
Paper

Creation of new natural environmental sites.

Biodiversity and Green
Infrastructure Topic
Paper

Development needs to be resilient to the effects of climate change.

Climate Change Topic
Paper

The Core Strategy should address the need to increase energy
efficiency and the use of renewable and low carbon technologies.

Climate Change Topic
Paper

There is a high proportion of stone built properties that are difficult to Climate Change Topic
insulate. The high quality landscapes are highly sensitive to a number Paper
of renewable energy technologies.
Car ownership in the area is above average because of its rural nature. Climate Change Topic
Paper
The built heritage of the area plays a vital role in defining its distinctive Historic and Cultural
character and identity and it should be protected.
Heritage Topic Paper
The plan needs to ensure that changes that take place in the Core
Historic and Cultural
Strategy area do not destroy its valued historic assets or its distinctive Heritage Topic Paper
character.
The Core Strategy area has a range of landscape character types
which all contribute to local distinctiveness and this needs to be
protected and enhanced.

Landscape Character
and Natural Resources
Topic Paper

The landscape of the Core Strategy area offers an important resource Landscape Character
for health, leisure and tranquility.
and Natural Resources
Topic Paper
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Sustainability Issues

Evidence

Areas which currently exist as undeveloped floodplain, and any natural Water Resources and
flood storage should be safeguarded.
Flood Risk Topic Paper
The Sequential Test should be used to locate development in least
risky areas.

Water Resources and
Flood Risk Topic Paper

The use of SUDs should be required in all flood zones for both
brownfield and greenfield sites.

Water Resources and
Flood Risk Topic Paper

Car ownership is above average and the majority of journeys to work Transport and
are by car.
Accessibility Topic
Paper
In large parts of the area it is difficult for residents to access key
services by walking, cycling or public transport.

Transport and
Accessibility Topic
Paper

Interchanges and connections between different public transport
services are perceived to be weak.

Transport and
Accessibility Topic
Paper

Life expectancy is above national averages, but varies according to
wards.

Health and Wellbeing
topic papers

There are higher level of obesity than the England average.

Health and Wellbeing
topic papers

Large increases in the number of older people are predicted by 2031, Health and Wellbeing
with the biggest rises predicted in those aged 65 - 69 and over 85
topic papers
years.
Crime levels are low in comparison with county and national averages Community Safety and
but public concern is significant, with 48% of people in High Peak and Neighbourhood Topic
36% in Derbyshire Dales very, or fairly worried about it.
Paper
There is a shortfall in play provision for children over twelve.

Community Safety and
Neighbourhood Topic
Paper

There is a high incidence of second home ownership. This can make Homes for Everyone
it increasingly difficult for people to afford housing.
Topic Paper
House prices are above national averages making it difficult for first
time buyers and those on low incomes to afford homes.

Homes for Everyone
Topic Paper
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Sustainability Issues

Evidence

The supply of entry level properties is low.

Homes for Everyone
Topic Paper

There is a low proportion of rented housing stock.

Homes for Everyone
Topic Paper

Existing good air quality should be protected.

Air, noise and light
pollution Topic Paper

The area considered to be tranquil is declining and the area covered
by light pollution is increasing.

Air, noise and light
pollution Topic Paper

There are higher than average rates of sports participation.

Leisure and recreation
Topic Paper

6

There is a need for investment within Buxton, New Mills and Glossop Leisure and recreation
to improve sports provision.
Topic Paper
Current provision of allotments is not meeting the high demand.

Leisure and recreation
Topic Paper

Table 2 Summary of Key Issues

Protection of European sites: Habitats Regulations Assessment
6.6 European legislation on the conservation of wild fauna and flora (The Habitats Directive)
requires a “Habitats Regulations Assessment” to be carried out to assess the impacts of a land-use
plan against the conservation objectives of any sites designated as part of the Natura 2000 and
Ramsar networks.
6.7 Natura 2000 sites include Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Candidate Special
Areas of Conservation (cSAC) which are designated under the Habitats Directive; and Special
Areas of Protection (SAP) as classified under the Birds Directive. Ramsar sites are internationally
important wetland habitats as designated under the “Convention of Wetlands of International
Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat” (Ramsar Convention, 1971).
6.8

The Core Strategy area contains the following Natura Sites.

High Peak
6.9

The plan area includes part of three European sites:
The South Pennine Moors SAC
Peak District Moors (South Pennine Moors Phase 1) SPA
The Peak District Dales SAC
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6.10 The South Pennine Moors SAC and Peak District Moors (South Pennine Moors Phase 1)
SPA both contain components of the following SSSIs within the High Peak Local Plan area:
The Dark Peak
Goyt Valley
6.11

The Peak District Dales SAC includes the Wye Valley SSSI.

6.12 The conservation objectives for the European interests on both the Dark Peak and Goyt
Valley SSSIs are to maintain in favorable condition, the habitats for the populations of golden
plover, merlin and short-eared owl, with particular reference to: blanket mire, dwarf shrub heath,
acid grassland and gritstone edges. Also to maintain in favourable condition, the:
blanket bog (active only);
dry heaths;
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix (wet heathland with cross-leaved heath);
transition mires and quaking bogs (very wet mires often identified by an unstable “quaking”
surface);
old oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum (Western acidic oak woodland).
6.13 The conservation objectives for the European interests on the Wye Valley SSSI are to
maintain in favourable condition, the:
semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia) (dry grasslands and scrublands on chalk or limestone);
alkaline fens (base-rich fens);
calaminarian grasslands of the Violetalia calaminariae (grasslands on soils rich in heavy
metals);
calcareous and calschist screes of the montane to alpine levels (Thlaspietea rotundifolii)
(base-rich scree);
chasmophytic vegetation on rocky slopes (calcareous sub-types) (plants in crevices on
base-rich rocks);
European dry heaths;
Tilio-Acerion forests of slopes, screes and ravines (mixed woodland on base-rich soils
associated with rocky slopes).
Derbyshire Dales
6.14

The Local Authority area includes part of four European sites:

Gang Mine
6.15 Gang Mine is an example of Calaminarian grasslands in an anthropogenic context in
northern England. Natural limestone outcrops supporting species typical of calaminarian grasslands
are rare and small, with a very impoverished flora. This site is included to provide an example of
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the habitat type on sedimentary rocks; it has colonised the large area of mine workings and spoil
heaps on limestone. These are notable for the wide variations in slope, aspect and soil toxicity.
Floristically the site contains the richest anthropogenic Calaminarian grasslands in the UK, with
abundant spring sandwort Minuartia verna and alpine penny-cress Thlaspi caerulescens. Other
species of grassland vegetation present include early-purple orchid Orchis mascula and dyer’s
greenweed Genista tinctoria. Many of these species are likely to be distinct genotypes adapted
to soils rich in heavy metals.
Bees Nest and Green Clay Pits
6.16 The site encompasses a series of silica sand pits supporting a complex mosaic of acidic
and calcareous grassland, with small areas of heathland communities. There are also areas of
open water, flushes and communities of disturbed ground. Great crested newts Triturus cristatus
occur in a number of ponds on site, which vary in size, profile and vegetation cover.
South Pennine Moors
6.17 The site is representative of upland dry heath at the southern end of the Pennine range,
the habitat’s most south-easterly upland location in the UK. Dry heath covers extensive areas,
occupies the lower slopes of the moors on mineral soils or where peat is thin, and occurs in
transitions to acid grassland, wet heath and 7130 blanket bogs. The upland heath of the South
Pennines is strongly dominated by heather Calluna vulgaris. Its main NVC types are H9 Calluna
vulgaris – Deschampsia flexuosa heath and H12 Calluna vulgaris – Vaccinium myrtillus heath.
More rarely H8 Calluna vulgaris – Ulex gallii heath and H10 Calluna vulgaris – Erica cinerea heath
are found. On the higher, more exposed ground H18 Vaccinium myrtillus – Deschampsia flexuosa
heath becomes more prominent. In the cloughs, or valleys, which extend into the heather moorlands,
a greater mix of dwarf shrubs can be found together with more lichens and mosses. The moors
support a rich invertebrate fauna, especially moths, and important bird assemblages
Peak District Dales
6.18 Peak District Dales is one of the most extensive surviving areas in England of CG2 Festuca
ovina – Avenula pratensis grassland. Grasslands at this site range from hard-grazed short turf
through to tall herb-rich vegetation, with transitions through to calcareous scrub and 9180
Tilio-Acerion forests – a diversity of structural types unparalleled in the UK. There is also a great
physical diversity due to rock outcrops, cliffs, screes and a variety of slope gradients and aspects.
In contrast to examples of Festuca – Avenula grassland on chalk to the south, these grasslands
are less at risk from the threat of invasion by upright brome Bromopsis erecta and tor-grass
Brachypodium pinnatum, which are at the edge of their range here and have limited vigour. The
relatively cold oceanic nature of the climate means that there is enrichment with northern floristic
elements, such as limestone bedstraw Galium sterneri and globeflower Trollius europaeus.
6.19 Representing the north-central part of its UK range, this site in the English Midlands contains
a large area of Tilio-Acerion, dominated by ash Fraxinus excelsior. Locally, sycamore Acer
pseudoplatanus is abundant. The Dales provide good examples of woodland-scrub-grassland
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transitions, with associated rich invertebrate populations and plant communities. Among the
uncommon plants present in the woods are mezereon Daphne mezereum and green hellebore
Helleborus viridis, as well as whitebeams Sorbus spp. on the crags.
Next Stages
6.20 A screening report will be prepared to establish whether there is need to undertake "a
separate" Habitats Regulations Assessment on the the Core Strategy. It is important however to
ensure there are close links between the Natura Sites and the sustainability appraisal processes.
For example:
The Habitats Regulations Assessment will provide detailed information that can be fed into
the sustainability appraisal. This includes baseline information about sites and potential impacts
on their integrity.
The sustainability appraisal framework includes specific criteria for identifying potential impacts
on European sites.
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7.1 A draft sustainability appraisal framework has been developed, with relevant parts set out
in each of the Topic Papers that accompany this scoping report.

Sustainability objectives and indicators
7.2 The sustainability appraisal framework provides a way in which sustainability effects can be
described, analysed and compared. The framework consists of sustainable development objectives,
expressed in the form of targets, the achievement of which is measurable using the identified
indicators.
7.3 The sustainable development objectives are distinct from the Plan objectives. They provide
a way of checking whether the Core Strategy objectives are the best ones for achieving
sustainability. The SA objectives have been set in the context of the regional sustainable
development framework.
7.4 The targets and indicators have been linked to outcomes associated with the SA objectives.
Where possible, targets have been drawn from existing relevant strategies to avoid duplication of
monitoring.
7.5 It is considered that the selected objectives and targets should be sufficient to measure the
sustainability performance of the Core Strategy and to identify where corrective action is needed.
7.6
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

The sustainable development objectives are as follows:
To support the development of a local economy based on high-skill and high-wage jobs;
including by the delivery of the necessary premises, sites and infrastructure.
To support the development of attractive, vibrant and distinctive town centres.
To encourage tourism development and to promote the area as a tourist destination.
To maintain good local air quality and to minimise noise and light pollution.
To protect and enhance favourable conditions on SSSIs, SPAs, SACs and other wildlife sites.
To protect and enhance biodiversity, geo-diversity and to support the development of linked
green spaces.
To minimise energy use and to develop the area’s renewable energy resource.
To conserve and enhance town / village -scape quality; archaeological and heritage assets
along with their settings.
To protect and enhance the character and appearance of the landscape, including cultural
landscape assets, as well as the area’s other natural assets and resources.
To ensure sustainable management of water resources and to minimise the risk of flooding.
To reduce the number of journeys made by car – within, and to and from - the area.
To improve health and reduce health inequalities.
To improve access to jobs, services and facilities.
To protect and improve the safety and environmental quality of streets and estates.
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15. To provide everybody with the opportunity of owning (including by shared ownership) or renting
a sustainably-designed, good quality home at an affordable cost.
16. To provide better opportunities for people to participate in cultural, leisure and recreational
activities.
7.7 The sustainability appraisal framework is set out in full in Appendix B - Sustainability
Appraisal Framework

How the objectives were chosen
7.8 The sustainable development objectives listed above were chosen to reflect the results of
the review of baseline data and to take direct account of the key sustainability issues identified.
7.9

The following documents were also considered:
Sustainability Appraisal of regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents,
ODPM, (2005)
East Midlands Regional Assembly, Sustainability Appraisal into the draft East Midlands
Regional Plan.
East Midlands Regional Assembly, Scoping Report into the draft East Midlands Regional Plan
Review of appraisal frameworks developed by neighbouring local authorities

7.10 The SA framework was subject to wide internal consultation within both Derbyshire Dales
District Council and High Peak Borough Council.
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8

Developing and refining options
8.1 The generation of alternatives is central to the preparation of the joint Core Strategy. In
developing options, the following has been proposed:
Three alternative strategic development options for the future growth of the Core Strategy
area.
A series of options to tackle identified issues for housing, employment, the environment, retail,
access and transport, health and well being, open space, sport and recreation and climate
change.
8.2 The development of these options followed initial public consultation and a thorough review
of the evidence base.
8.3 In order to inform consultation on the options, a simplified sustainability appraisal has been
carried out for each one and published as part of the joint Core Strategy Issues and Options paper.
Each alternative option has been assessed against the draft SA objectives, with the decision
making criteria used as a guide for the scoring. The results of the interim SA have been summarised
in the Issues and Options paper, and a face used to symbolise whether the SA found the option
to be positive, negative or neutral in terms its impact on sustainable development.
8.4 A report showing the full results of the interim sustainability appraisal (including the sustainable
development objectives and decision making criteria) is available separately from the Councils'
websites. http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk and http://www.highpeak.gov.uk.

Appraising effects of preferred options
8.5 The results of the Interim Sustainability Appraisal and representations received from the
Issues and Options consultation will help to identify which Core Strategy options are preferred.
This will include consideration of those that do not perform well in sustainability terms and can be
discarded, or the identification of where changes should be made to ensure that negative impacts
are minimised and positive impacts enhanced. Further work will then be done on a limited number
of preferred options, or even a single preferred option if there are no realistic alternatives. The
preferred option(s) will be the subject of the next Stage.
8.6 It is appropriate to appraise the sustainability of the preferred option(s) in detail, to analyse
any adverse effects that are predicted, and where appropriate, to identify any mitigation measures
that may be required to prevent, reduce or offset these effects. Ways of maximising the beneficial
effects of the preferred option(s) should also be considered. Each of the preferred options will be
recorded against the SA objectives and their likely significant effects on sustainability will be
determined over time - in the short, medium and long term.
8.7 The likely effects will be recorded as being positive, negative, having no significant effect,
having an uncertain effect or dependent on how implemented. An indication of predicted effects
or where clarification is required will also be provided where they are recorded as being negative,
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uncertain or dependent on how implemented. It will also be appropriate to consider, in comparing
options with one another, whether the effects will be permanent or temporary; reversible or
irreversible (i.e. how difficult it would be to offset or remedy any damage caused); and how
significant the effects are likely to be.
8.8 The table shown in Appendix C - Proposed matrices for options comparison and
preferred option appraisal will be used to assess the cumulative effects of the preferred option(s).
The likely effects will be recorded as being positive, negative, having no significant effect, having
an uncertain effect or dependent on how implemented. The findings of this assessment will inform
the need to reconsider, or alter, particular parts of a proposal in the interest of sustainability.
Potential effects will be quantified where possible, or a subjective judgement made where this is
not possible.
8.9 Conclusions on the overall sustainability effects of the preferred option(s) will be documented,
including the likelihood of effects occurring, and the scale and nature of the impacts predicted over
time.
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National
A Better Quality of Life - A Strategy for Sustainable Development for Life - A Strategy for
Sustainable Development for the UK (1999)
A New Commitment to Neighbourhood Renewal (2001)
A Strategy for England’s Trees, Woods, and Forests (Defra, 2007)
Active Design: Promoting opportunities for sport and physical activity through good design;
Sport England (2007)
and Delivery Plan
Assessing Needs and Opportunities: A Companion Guide to PPG17; ODPM (2002)
Biodiversity by Design: A guide for sustainable communities, Town & Country Planning
Association Guide, September 2004
Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan -Volume II: Action Plans
Building a Greener Future: Towards Zero Carbon Development (Department for Communities
and Local Government, 2006)
CABE By Design: Urban Design in the Planning System : Towards Better Practice
CFMP will be drawn up for the River Trent and Upper Mersey catchments.
Choosing Health: making healthy choices easier (Department of Health White Paper, 2004)
Circular 04/06 (Communities and Local Government): The Town and Country Planning
(Flooding)(England) Direction 2007
Circular 06/05: Biodiversity and Geographical Conservation - Statutory Obligations and Their
Impact Within the Planning System 2005
Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005
Code for Sustainable Homes – A step change in sustainable home building practice
(Department for Communities and Local Government,
2007)
Communities in Control: Real people, real power (White Paper, July 2008)
Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of wild birds (EC Birds Directive)
implemented in national law by the Wildlife and
Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and
flora (EC Habitats Directive) transposed into national
Countryside Act 1981 and the Conservation (Natural Habitats etc) Regulations 1994 (as
amended).
CPRE Tranquillity Maps
DEFRA-The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) 1994
Draft Climate Change Bill (HM Government, 2007)
Draft Heritage Protection Bill (DCLG, 2008)
Energy White Paper Meeting the Challenge (Department Trade and Industry, 2007)
England Biodiversity Strategy - Towards adaptation to climate change, DEFRA, May 2007.
English Heritage Strategy (2005-2010)
Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning, incorporating the natural, built and historic
environment and rural issues in plans and strategies (Countryside Agency, June 2005)
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European Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC
Firm foundations: The Government's Framework for Community Capacity Building (2004)
First Soil Action Plan for England (May, 2004)
Future Water: The Government’s water strategy for England February 2008
Good Practice Guide for Planning for Tourism (DCLG 2006)
Guidance for Local Authorities on Implementing the Biodiversity Duty. Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 2007
Health Challenge England - next steps for Choosing Health (Department of Health October
2006)
Heritage at Risk Summary Document (English Heritage, 2008)
Heritage Count 2007 - Indicators for the Historic Environment (English Heritage, 2007)
Housing and Regeneration Act
Housing Green Paper (DCLG)
Improving urban parks, play areas and green spaces; DCLG (2002)
key decision-makers within a river catchment to identify and agree policies for sustainable
flood risk management.
law by Conservation (Natural Habitats etc) Regulations 1994 (as amended).
Life-Support - Incorporating Biodiversity into Community Strategies, DEFRA 2004
Lifetime Homes Lifetime Neighbourhoods: A National Strategy for Housing in an Ageing
Society (DCLG, 2008)
Lighting in the Countryside: Towards Good Practice (DCLG,1997)
Living Places - Cleaner, Safer, Greener; ODPM (2002)
Living Places: Caring for quality (2004)
Local delivery of sport and active recreation: Making the most of spatial planning; Sport
England (2006)
Making it Happen: The Northern Way (ODPM, 2004)
Making space for water - Taking forward a new Government strategy for flood and coastal
erosion risk management in England March 2005
Making the Connections (The Cabinet Office Social Exclusion Unit, 2003)
National Air Quality Strategy (defra, 2000)
National Community Safety Plan 2006 - 2009 (HM Government Community Safety and Local
Government Unit, Home Office 2005)
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, Section 40: the Biodiversity Duty
Neighbourhood Noise Strategy (defra 2008)
Our Countryside : A Fair Deal for Rural England (Defra, 2005)
Our Energy Future – Creating a Low Carbon Economy White paper (The Department for
Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, 2008)
Our health, our care, our say (Department of Health White Paper, 2007)
Part III of the Environmental Protection Act 1990
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
Planning Association, September 2008

30 Revised Derbyshire Dales & High Peak Joint Core Strategy - Sustainability Appraisal Scoping
Report

Appendix A - Reviewed Documents - key messages
/ information and implications for the sustainability
appriasal
Planning for Biodiversity and Geological Conservation: A Guide to Good Practice, ODPM,
Defra, English Nature, March 2006
Planning for Sustainable Future White Paper (DCLG 2007)
Planning Policy Statement 1 Delivering Sustainable Development (ODPM, 2005)
Planning Policy Statement: Planning and Climate Change - Supplement to PPS1
Planning Policy Statement 3 Housing (Department for Communities and Local Government,
2007)
Planning Policy Statement 4 - Planning for Sustainable Economic Development (DCLG 2007)
Planning Policy Statement 6 - Planning for Town Centres (DCLG 2005)
Draft Revised Planning Policy Statement 6 - Planning for Town Centres (DCLG 2008)
Planning Policy Statement 7: Sustainable development in rural areas, DCLG 2004
Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation, DCLG 2005
Planning Guidance Note 4 - Industrial, Commercial Development and Small Firms (DCLG)
Planning Policy Guidance 13 Transport (DCLG, 2001)
Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the Historic Environment (DCLG,1994)
Planning Policy Guidance 17 Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (DCLG, 2002)
Planning Policy Guidance 24 Planning and Noise (DCLG, 2006)
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16: Archaeology and Planning (DCLG,1990)
Planning Policy Statement 22 Renewable Energy (Department for Communities and Local
Government)
Planning Policy Statement 23 Annexe Planning and Light Pollution
Planning Policy Statement 23 Planning and Pollution Control (ODPM, 2004)
Planning Policy Statement 25: Planning and Flood Risk (DLCG, 2006)
Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 and the Pollution Control Regulations 2000
Putting Passengers First (Department for Transport, 2006)
RBMP will be supported by Catchment Flood Management Plans (CFMPs) through which the
Environment Agency will seek to work with other
Regeneration and the Historic Environment (English Heritage, 2005)
Renewable Energy Strategy consultation paper (The Department for Business, Enterprise
and Regulatory Reform, 2008)
Review of Housing Supply, Delivering Stablity: Securing our Future Housing Needs (HM
Treasury 2004)
River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) required for managing the water environment, the
first in 2009 and then six yearly. Each Plan applies
Rural Strategy (Defra, 2004)
Securing the future - UK Government sustainable development strategy (ODPM, 2005)
Smarter Choices, Changing the Way We Travel (Department for Transport, 2004)
Space4trees: the Regional Forestry Framework, (The Forestry Commission, 2005)
Sport England Strategy 2008 - 2011
Sport Playing its Part: The contribution of sport to building safe, strong and sustainable
communities; Sport England (2005)
Stern Review, The Economics of Climate Change (HM Treasury, 2005)
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Streets for All (English Heritage, 2004)
Strong and Prosperous Communities: The Local Government White Paper (2006)
Supplement to Planning Policy Statement 1: Planning and Climate Change, DCLG 2007
Sustainable Communities : Home for All (ODPM, 2005)
Sustainable Communities: building for the future (2003)
Sustainable Communities: People, Places and Prosperity (ODPM, 2005)
The Climate Change Act 2008
The Countryside in and around towns (Countryside Agency, January 2005)
The Energy Challenge (Department Trade and Industry, 2006)
The Essential Role of Green Infrastructure: Eco-towns Green Infrastructure Worksheet, Advice
to Promoters and Planners, Town & Country
The European Landscape Convention (adopted October 2000) and in force from March 2004
(Council of Europe Treaty Series no. 176)
The Future of Transport: A Network for 2030 – White Paper (Department for Transport,2004)
The Historic Environment: A Force for our Future (DCLG, 2001)
The Play Strategy; DCSF, DCMS (2008)
The UK’s Climate Change Programme (Department Trade and Industry, 2006)
Towards a Sustainable Transport System, Supporting Economic Growth in a Low Carbon
World (Department for Transport, 2007)
Transport 2010, Meeting the Local Transport Challenge: The Ten Year Plan (Department for
Transport, 2000)
Water Resources for the Future (Environment Agency, 2001)
Working with the grain of nature – taking it forward: Volume I, Full report on progress under
the England Biodiversity Strategy 2002 – 2006,
Working with the grain of nature: a biodiversity strategy for England, Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 2002

32 Revised Derbyshire Dales & High Peak Joint Core Strategy - Sustainability Appraisal Scoping
Report

Appendix A - Reviewed Documents - key messages
/ information and implications for the sustainability
appriasal
Regional
A Flourishing Region - Regional Economic Strategy (emra, 2006)
Associates, for the East Midlands Regional Assembly and partners, 2005
Change 4 Sport in England's East Midlands: A regional plan for sport 2004 to 2008, Sport
England (2004)
Creating sustainable communities: in the East Midlands (February 2005)
Delivering Sustainable Communities in the East Midlands (EMRA)
Derbyshire Police Authority Policing Plan 2008 - 2011
Derbyshire Sustainable Community Strategy 2006-2009, Derbyshire Partnership Forum
Devolving Decision Making2 - Meeting the Regional Economic Challenge: Increasing Regional
and Local Flexibility (emda,)
Draft Regional Freight Strategy, Moving Towards More Efficient Freight Services (East Midlands
Regional Assembly, 2005)
Draft Water Resources Management Plan (Severn Trent Water, 2008)
East Midlands Carbon Footprint – Determining Baseline Energy Consumption Data (Best
Foot Forward, June 2006)
East Midlands Creative Industries Rural Strategy (emra)
East Midlands Drought Plan (Environment Agency, 2004)
East Midlands Economic Strategy: Destination 2010 (emda, 2003)
East Midlands Energy Challenge: Regional Energy Strategy Part I (EMRA, 2004) and Part 2
“A Framework for Action” (EMRA, 2007)
East Midlands Green Infrastructure Scoping Study: Final Report. TEP, IBIS Environmental &
Design Consultants and Alison Millward
East Midlands Health Profile 2003
East Midlands Homelessness Strategy (EMRA)
East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (emra 2007)
East Midlands Light Pollution Maps (CPRE, 2008)
East Midlands Regional Environment Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly 2002)
East Midlands Regional Housing Strategy (EMRA 2005)
East Midlands Regional Plan (GOEM, 2009)
East Midlands Rural Action Plan
East Midlands Soil and Environmental Resource Review (emra, 2006)
East Midlands Tourism Strategy 2008 -2011 (emra)
Energy Efficiency in the East Midlands. Housing Intelligence for the East Midlands
(EMRA,2006)
Environment Agency
Heritage at Risk East Midlands (English Heritage, 2008)
Heritage Counts: State of the East Midlands Historic Environment (English Heritage 2007)
Improving Health in the East Midlands. Keeping Health in Mind - Report of the Regional
Director of Public Health to the East Midlands Regional
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Investment for Health: A Public Health Strategy for the East Midlands (EMRA, 2003)
Natural England: State of the Natural Environment, East Midlands 2008
Putting wildlife back on the map - a biodiversity strategy for the East Midlands 2006
Regional Transport Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2005)
Space4Trees (Forestry Authority,2005)
Spatial Review of Water Supply and Quality in the East Midlands, Final Study Report
(Environment Agency , 2006)
State of the Region Report (emra, 2008)
Strategy for Business Support (emra, 2005)
The East Midlands Regional Flood Risk Appraisal (RFRA) (July 2006)
The East Midlands Regional Targets and Scenarios for Renewable Energy, (Best Foot Forward,
June 2006)
The High Peak plan area is covered by two Catchment Flood Management Plans (CFMPs)
the Trent CFMP in the Midlands Region and the
The Place of Choice: A cultural strategy for the East Midlands; Culture East Midlands, 2006
- 2011
The Regional Challenge: Climate Change Impacts on the East Midlands (emra 2008)
Time for Culture: East Midlands Cultural Consortium Regional Strategy (Cultural East Midlands,
2001)
Upper Mersey/Glaze CFMP in the North West Region.
View Points on the Historic Environment of the East Midlands (East Midlands Regional Heritage
Forum, 2002)
Water for Life and Livelihoods: A consultation on the draft River Basin Management Plan;
North West River Basin District, December 2008,
Water Resources Strategy for the East Midlands(Environment Agency, 2001)
Woodland Trust Space for Nature
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Local

A Living Landscape - Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) for the Peak District
A Living Landscape - Growing together - Peak District BAP mid-term review 2001 - 2007
A Public Health Strategy for High Peak and Derbyshire Dales Local Strategic Partnership
2004 – 2009
Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document (Derbyshire Dales District Council
Adopted July 2006)
Buxton Market Town Healthcheck and Action Plan (April 2004)
Chapel-en-le-Frith Regeneration Partnership Revised Action Plan 2008-2011
Chinley, Buxworth & Brownside Parish Plan (September 2005)
Conservation Area Appraisals (Derbyshire Dales District Council)
County Built Facility Strategy; Strategic Leisure Limited Report for Derbyshire Sport (2007)
CPRE Tranquil Area Policy Statement and Map (2005)
Dales District Council, High Peak Borough Council and the Peak District National Park
Authority.
Derbyshire 2012 action plan; Derbyshire Sport 2007
Derbyshire Accessibility Strategy (Derbyshire County Council, 2007)
Derbyshire and Derby Creative Industries Strategy (emda)
Derbyshire Bus Strategy (Derbyshire County Council)
Derbyshire County Council - Greenways Strategy 2007
Derbyshire County Council - Rights of way Improvement Plan 2007
Derbyshire County Primary Care Trust Strategy 2007 – 2009
Derbyshire Dales Affordable Warmth Strategy, Derbyshire Dales Housing Renewal Policy
2006-2009
Derbyshire Dales Air Quality Report (2008)
Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Housing Strategy 2005 - 2009
Derbyshire Dales and High Peak Joint Housing Needs Survey (2007)
Derbyshire Dales and the High Peak Community Strategy 2006 - 2009
Derbyshire Dales Cycling Strategy (Derbyshire Dales District Council)
Derbyshire Dales District Council and High Peak Borough Council, The Nottingham Declaration
on Climate Change
Derbyshire Dales Leisure Strategy 2004-2008
Derbyshire Dales Local Plan (2005)
Derbyshire Dales Noise Quality Reports
Derbyshire Dales Strategic Play Strategy (2007)
Derbyshire Dales Supplementary Planning Document : Landscape Character and Assessment
(Adopted 2007)
Derbyshire Disability Plan for Sport 2008-2012; Derbyshire Sport
Derbyshire Economic Partnership Sub regional Investment Plan
Derbyshire Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation Assessment
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Derbyshire Landscape Character Assessment (2003)
Derbyshire Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 (Derbyshire County Council, 2006)
Derbyshire Walking Strategy (Derbyshire County Council)
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust - Derbyshire Dales Annual Monitoring Report of Changes in the area
(ha) of priority BAP habitats and wildlife sites
Derwent Valley Community Rail Strategy and Action Plan
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site - Economic Development Plan (Derbyshire County
Council December 2005)
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site Management Plan (2000)
Designing out Crime in Derbyshire
Dove Holes Village Plan (January 2004)
Draft Derbyshire Climate Change Strategy (2007, Derbyshire County Council)
Glossop Vision Survey Report to Glossop Vision Board – July 2006
Glossopdale Healthcheck August 2004
High Peak Affordable Warmth Strategy 2007
High Peak and Derbyshire Dales Empty Homes Strategy (Derbyshire Dales District Council)
High Peak and Derbyshire Dales Homelessness Strategy 2003 - 2008
High Peak Community Safety Partnership Plan 2008 - 2011
High Peak Local Plan (Adopted March 2005)
High Peak Regeneration Strategy: Building Distinctive Communities 2008 - 2011
High Peak Supplementary Planning Document: Landscape Character (Adopted 2006)
Improving High Peak: Priorities for Action 2008 - 2013
Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) (Halcrow, in accordance with Planning
Policy Statement 25)
Matlock Town Centre Supplementary Planning Document (2008)
New Mills Town Partnership Action Plan 2008 – 2011
North West Derbyshire Local Accessibility Partnership Rural Accessibility Strategy and Action
Plan (Derbyshire County Council)
Peak District Rural Action Zone Plan (emda, 2006)
Peak Sub Region Employment Land Review (2008)
Peak Sub Region Retail and Town Centre Study (2009)
Peak Sub Region Region Strategic Housing Market Assessment (2008)
Peak Sub Region Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (2009)
Strategic Housing Needs Survey
Peak sub-region PPG17 Open Spaces Assessment Report; Knight Kavanagh & Page(2009)
Peak sub-region PPG17 Sports Assessment Report; Knight Kavanagh & Page (2009)
Gypsy and Traveller accommodation assessment (2009)
Physical Activity Plan for Derbyshire 2006-2009; Derbyshire Sport
Plan for Sport in Derbyshire 2006-2009; Derbyshire Sport
Playtime in the Peak; A Play Strategy for High Peak Borough Council 2007 - 2012
Promoting the Dales Strategy 2006 - 2009 (Derbyshire Dales District Council, 2004)
Regeneration Plan 2006 - 2009 (Derbyshire Council Council, 2006)
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Rural Public Transport Strategy, South Pennine Integrated Transport Strategy
The Health of Derbyshire, Report of Director of Public Health
The River Trent CFMP
The Upper Mersey CFMP
West Derbyshire and High Peak Greenway Strategy 2006
Whaley Bridge Regeneration Partnership Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan (September
2003)
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To support the development of a local economy
based on high-skill and high-wage jobs;
including by the delivery of the necessary
premises, sites and infrastructure.

To support the development of attractive,
vibrant and distinctive town centres.

To encourage tourism development and to
promote the area as a tourist destination.

To maintain good local air quality and to
minimise noise and light pollution.

To protect and enhance favourable conditions
on SSSIs, SPAs, SACs and other wildlife sites.

To protect and enhance biodiversity,
geo-diversity and to support the development
of linked green spaces.

1

2

3

4

5

6

Sustainability Appraisal Objective

Will it conserve and enhance habitats in the Biodiversity Action
Plan?
Will it maintain or enhance (rural and urban) tree cover?
Will it conserve and enhance species diversity and in particular
avoid harm to protected species?
Will it protect geo-diversity?
Will it improve the ecological quality and character of open spaces?
Will it help to provide links between green spaces or help to
deliver/support other green infrastructure?

Will it protect and promote effective management of SPAs and
SACs in the CS area and its surrounds?
Will it help to protect and enhance other designated sites e.g.
SSSIs, County Wildlife Sites, LNRs etc?
Will it help to deliver the findings of the Appropriate Assessment?

Will it maintain or improve local air quality?
Will it minimise light pollution?
Will it reduce the extent of the area defined as ‘tranquil’?

Will it lead to an increase in the number of people staying overnight
in the area?·
Will it lead to an increase in visitor spend in the area?

Will it help to support the diversity and vitality of town centres?
Will it reduce the number of people travelling out of the area for
retail and leisure?
Will it encourage the use of locally sourced services and products
in the economy?

Will it increase the quality and choice of local employment?·
Will it support the growth of higher skilled economic sectors
(knowledge and creative industries)?
Will it result in more highly paid, highly skilled local jobs within the
area and thus reduce commuting out of the area?
Will it provide employment land in areas of short supply?·
Will it provide attractive sites for modern businesses?·
Will it promote sustainable design and construction of employment
sites and premises?

Decision Making Criteria

National Indicator 197 Proportion of
Local Wildlife Sites where positive
conservation management has been
or is being implemented
Number of Planning permissions
granted against the advice of Natural
England
% of local Biodiversity Action Plan
targets met

Area (ha) of SSSIs and Local Wildlife
Sites lost to development requiring
planning permission.

% of internationally and nationally
designated sites in 'favourable' or
'unfavourable recovering' condition.

Number of air quality management
zones
% proportion of land defined as
tranquil

% increase in visitor spend
% increase in the number of
overnight visitors

Percentage of occupied shop
premises
Percentage increase in satisfaction
with town centres

NI 171 New business registration
rate
NI 172 Percentage of small
businesses showing employment
growth
Average full time wage
Number of people with NVQ level 2
qualification and number of people
qualified to at least NVQ level 4

Indicator
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To minimise energy use and to develop the
area’s renewable energy resource.

To conserve and enhance town / village -scape
quality; archaeological and heritage assets
along with their settings.

To protect and enhance the character and
appearance of the landscape, including cultural
landscape assets, as well as the area's other
natural assets and resources.

To ensure sustainable management of water
resources and to minimise the risk of flooding.

7

8

9

10

Sustainability Appraisal Objective

Will it encourage water efficiency and demand management?
Will it support the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems?

Will it protect and enhance landscape quality, character and
distinctiveness?
Will it avoid loss of - and damage to - the best agricultural land?
Will it make use of previously used / brownfield land and buildings?
Will the proposal contribute to environmental resources?
Will it protect and improve the quality of water resources such as
rivers, canals, ponds, wetlands and groundwater?
Will it conserve and enhance green infrastructure and open space,
as part of a landscape character approach, making the area a more
attractive place to live, visit and do business?

Will it respect, maintain and strengthen local distinctiveness and
sense of place?
Will it promote high quality urban and rural design?
Will it preserve or enhance heritage assets and their settings?
Will it preserve or enhance archaeological remains and their
settings?
Will it preserve and enhance the character or appearance of
conservation areas and their settings?

Will it help to minimise energy use and encourage energy efficiency
in new and existing buildings and infrastructure?
Will it lead to a higher proportion of buildings with sustainable design
features?
Will it lead to an increased proportion of energy produced and
supplied from renewable sources, (including on-site)?
Will it help to reduce the amount of travel by car and increase the
proportion of journeys by sustainable modes of travel?

Decision Making Criteria

Number of planning applications
granted contrary to the advice of the

% of development having an adverse
impact on landscape character
Amount of development having an
impact upon best and most versatile
agricultural land
% of development completed on
brownfield land
Indicator to be developed on open
space following adoption of the joint
High Peak and Derbyshire Dales
Open Space Strategy

Number of buildings of historic or
architectural interest renewed and
reused
Impact of change on the character
or appearance of conservation areas
% or areas of historic buildings, sites
and areas including locally listed
assets affected, whether in an
adverse or beneficial way
Number of planning applications
affecting sites designated for
historical interest

National Indicator 186 Per capita
carbon dioxide emissions in Local
Authority area
Proportion of properties achieving
level 4 or above Code for
Sustainable Homes status
(residential) and / or BREEAM very
good (non residential)
Amount of energy produced from
renewable energy sources (mw)
The amount of development within
15 minutes walking distance (1km)
and 10 minutes cycling distance
(2km) of the town centres, and/or
located within 400m of a high
frequency bus route and/or 800m of
a railway station.

Indicator
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To reduce the number of journeys made by car
- within, and to and from - the area.

To improve health and reduce health
inequalities.

To improve access to jobs, services and
facilities.

To protect and improve the safety and
environmental quality of streets and estates.

To provide everybody with the opportunity of
owning (including by shared ownership) or
renting a sustainably- designed, good quality
home at an affordable cost.

11

12

13

14

15

Sustainability Appraisal Objective

Will it contribute to the viability and sustainability of urban
communities?
Will it contribute to the viability and sustainability of rural
communities?
Will it support a range of housing types and sizes, including
affordable housing units and “Lifetime Homes”, to meet all needs?
Will it contribute to managing our contribution to climate change?

Will it help to create streets and estates where people feel safe?
Will it help to improve the quality and quantity of green space on
streets and estates?
Will it help to improve the design quality of streets and estates?
Will it make a positive contribution to community cohesion?

Will it help to reduce the distances people have to travel on a
regular basis for education, employment and services?
Will it help to improve access to services and facilities for those
living in rural or remote settlements, or experiencing other access
constraints?

Will it help to reduce deprivation and thus indirectly improve health?
Will it help to ensure health services are provided alongside
development?
Will it encourage walking, cycling, a reduction in private car use
and/or the creation of green infrastructure?
Will it help to improve road safety?

Will it help to meet local needs locally?
Will it support safe walking and cycling?
Will it support the use of public transport?
Will it deliver opportunities to relieve traffic congestion?

Will it help manage local flood risk?
Will it help developments to withstand the potential impacts of
climate change?

Decision Making Criteria

National Indicator 155 Number of
affordable homes delivered

National Indicator 21: Dealing with
local concerns about anti-social
behaviour and crime issues by the
local council and police
National Indicator 195 - Improved
street and environmental cleanliness
National Indicator 7 Environment for
a thriving third sector

New indicator to be developed in
consultation with Derbyshire County
Council

National Indicator 18 Adult
participation in sport
National Indicator 47 Number of
people killed or seriously injured in
road traffic accidents
National Indicator 120 Cause and
rate of mortality

The amount of development within
15mins walking distance (1km) and
10 minutes cycling distance (2Km)
of the town centres and/or located
within 400m of a high frequency bus
route and /or 800m of a railway
station.

Environment Agency in respect of
flood risk

Indicator
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To provide better opportunities for people to
participate in cultural, leisure and recreational
activities.

Will it provide increased opportunity for engagement in indoor and
/ or outdoor leisure activities for all?
Will it provide opportunities for engagement in a range of cultural
activities?
Will it support the development of a vibrant cultural economy?
Will it improve the condition of public open spaces?
Will it help to improve access to sports facilities?

Decision Making Criteria

Table B Draft Sustainability Appraisal Framework

16

Sustainability Appraisal Objective
% increase in the levels of
participation by young people in
sport, active recreation and cultural
activities

Indicator
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Description of Impacts / Comments

Description of Impacts / Comments

Description of Impacts / Comments

Option 3

Sustainability Score of Option

Minor positive impact

Moderate positive impact

Moderate - major positive impact

Moderate positive impact

Very Major / important positive impact

Score Definition

.3 All the scores were summarised into a single table for each option and a brief analysis was given of how well the option
performed in sustainability terms, as shown in the table below.

Initial Sustainabiltiy Appraisal Assessment

SA
Objective

Option 2

Option 1

.2 Each option was scored for positive and negative impacts on each of the SA objectives, with the results recorded as
shown below:

.1 The options were taken from the consultation document “High Peak and Derbyshire Dales Joint Core Strategy – Issues
and Options” and each one was appraised against agreed sustainable development objectives. The objectives and the
decision-making criteria used for the assessment, are set out in Appendix One as the SA Framework.

Interim Sustainability Appraisal Methodology for review of Issues and Options

Appendix C - Proposed matrices for options
comparison and preferred option appraisal
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2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Numbers 1-16 = Draft Sustainable Development Objectives

Summary of Sustainable Scores

1

Sustainability Score of Option
12

13

14

15

16

Very major / important negative impact

Major negative impact

Moderate - major negative impact

Moderate negative impact

Minor negative impact

No fill - negligible / impact/ nor relevant
? - unknown

Score Definition

Appendix C - Proposed matrices for options
comparison and preferred option appraisal
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Appendix C - Proposed matrices for options
comparison and preferred option appraisal
.4 Following each option, the results of the interim SA were summarised, and a face used to
symbolise whether the SA found the option to be positive, negative or neutral in terms of its impact
on sustainable development. These symbols appeared in the Issues and Options paper as:

Picture 1 Interim
sustainability appraisal
summary: Positive
Interim Sustainability Appraisal summary: Positive.

Picture 2 Interim sustainability
appraisal summary: Neutral
Interim Sustainability Appraisal summary: Neutral
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Picture 3
Interim Sustainability Appraisal summary: Negative
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14

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

Summary of baseline

SA Objective

SA indicator

Nature of effect
(quantify where
possible)

ST

MT

LT

Justification for assessment noting
Likelihood certainty of effect occurring
Geographical scale of effect
Whether temporary or permanent
Assumptions made
Include cumulative effects and
recommendations for mitigation or
improvements

Preferred Option :

.5 Preferred options for the Core Strategy will most likely consist of a combination of options from previous stages of the
process. It is therefore important to subject the Core Strategy to further detailed analysis to ensure that all sustainability
impacts are taken into account and mitigation and enhancement measures are identified and implemented. For this stage
the matrix below will be used to present the analysis.

Assessment Table for Preferred Options

Appendix C - Proposed matrices for options
comparison and preferred option appraisal
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Assessment Table for Preferred Options

16

15

SA Objective

Preferred Option :

Appendix C - Proposed matrices for options
comparison and preferred option appraisal
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Different components within an Option may generate varying impacts. This is indicated by "/"

(ST) Short Term = 0-5 years, MT Medium Term = 5-10 years, LT Long Term = over 10 years

+ = Positive; O = Neutral (no significant positive or negative effects); - = Negative; ? = uncertain or insufficient information
on which to base the assessment

Key to table

Appendix C - Proposed matrices for options
comparison and preferred option appraisal
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Appendix D - Consultation Responses
.1 Consultation on this Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report was carried out for a period of
five weeks between 16 April 2009 and 21 May 2009. Ten people or organisations responded,
making a total of 34 comments.
.2 The consultation responses are detailed in the table below, with comments from Derbyshire
Dales District Council and High Peak Borough Council. Where appropriate, this version of the
Scoping Report (July 2009) has been revised in the light of comments received.
.3

Individual Topic Papers have also been revised where necessary.

Consultee

Response

Councils' comment

Question 1: Have we included all the relevant plans and programmes that are of
significance to the joint Core Strategy and sustainability?
Natural England

Natural England suggests that “Environmental
Quality in Spatial Planning: Incorporating the
natural, built and historic environment and
rural issues in plans and strategies” is included
within the list of relevant plans and
programmes. This document is a joint
publication by the Countryside Agency,
English Heritage, English Nature and the
Environment Agency. The guidance is
intended to help the preparation of plans and
strategies under the new planning system.
The ideas the document contains, some of
them at the cutting edge of planning policy
and practice, are intended to be inspirational
and aspirational. In particular the document
encourages moving away from a “topic-based”
to an “objectives-led” approach for plans and
strategies. It promotes the environment and
rural issues in a new and better-integrated
policy framework, addressing wider
sustainability issues whilst meeting local needs
within a national, regional and district wide
context.

Both documents added
to list of plans and
strategies.
Additional decision
making criteria added to
sustainable development
objective 9:
Will the proposal
contribute to
environmental
resources?

We also suggest reference is made to
“Countryside in and Around Towns: A vision
for connecting towns and country in the pursuit
of sustainable development” (CA 207, January
2005): a joint vision between the Countryside
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Consultee

Response

Councils' comment

Agency (now Natural England) and
Groundwork which encourages access to the
countryside and enhancements to the rural
urban fringe which is particularly relevant to
green infrastructure.
We would also recommend that Village and
Town Design statements are included in the
topic paper Townscape Quality: Historic and
Cultural Heritage. These locally produced
guidance documents can provide a valuable
source of information on local character and
design and reflects the views of local people.
We are pleased to note that the Derbyshire
Landscape Character Assessment (2003) and
“A Living Landscape: Biodiversity Action Plan
(BAP) for the Peak District” have been
included in the list of plans and programmes.
These documents are particularly relevant to
the work of Natural England.
English Heritage

The European Landscape Convention
underpins the current approach to landscape
protection, planning and management in the
England and should be included on the list of
Relevant policies, plans and programmes.

European Landscape
Convention and East
Midlands green
infrastructure guide
added to list of relevant
plans and programmes.

The Derbyshire Historic
Landscape
Characterisation work
has not been published,
but relevant extracts for
the plan area have been
obtained and will form
part of the evidence
The East Midlands green infrastructure guide base.
could be added to the list of relevant policies,
plans and programmes.
Natural England and English Heritage have
been asked by Defra to prepare Action Plans.
English Heritage’s Action Plan can be found
on the HELM website; it undertakes to “be a
centre of excellence for the historic dimension
of landscape in town and country”.
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Consultee

Response

Councils' comment

English Heritage has developed a range of
policy and guidance documents on different
aspects of renewable energy, including the
“Climate change and your Home” website,
which provides advice on sympathetic
approaches to energy conservation for older
buildings.

The topic papers for the Sustainability
Appraisal (SA) already list a number of
documents, such as the Derbyshire
Landscape Character Assessment and
Conservation Area Appraisals and
Management Plans, which can contribute to
the evidence base. In addition, the Derbyshire
Historic Landscape Characterisation should
be utilised to inform decision-making, together
with any other townscape assessments or
urban characterisation studies, such as
Extensive Urban Surveys.
Derbyshire County
Council

The European Landscape Convention came
into force on 1 March 2007.

Heritage. Stage A1 identifies relevant policies,
plans and programmes. In the national
category it is hoped that the imminently
expected new circular on World Heritage Sites
will be included once it is published. The
inclusion, in the local category, of the Derwent
Valley Mills World Heritage Site (DVMWHS)
Management Plan is welcomed. However,
the DVMWHS Economic Development Plan
needs also to be included in addition to the
DVMWHS Tourism Strategy (when it is
completed in June 2009).

Convention details added
to list of plans and
programmes.
Derwent Valley Mills
World Heritage Site
Economic Development
Plan added, Tourism
Strategy not yet
available.
Derbyshire Sustainable
Community Strategy
2006-2009, Derbyshire
Partnership Forum added
to list of plans and
programmes.
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Consultee

Response

Councils' comment

Partnership strategy
objectives contained
The Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report within existing SA
References to the Derbyshire Local Transport Framework.
Plan and Accessibility Strategy in the scoping
report are welcome. Page 5 should include a
reference to the Derbyshire Sustainable
Community Strategy 2006-2009, Derbyshire
Partnership Forum, which can be accessed
on the Derbyshire County Council web-site.

This partnership strategy includes the following
actions of relevance to transport/spatial
planning:
Minimise the need to travel by influencing the
location of new and relocated facilities and
ensure access by travel methods other than
the car.
Identify and tackle the barriers that people
face in accessing jobs and services.
Improve access to public transport and
encourage walking and cycling.
Improve the condition of roads, reduce
congestion and limit the environmental impacts
of transport.
Question 2: Can you suggest any other information/facts and figures that may be suitable
for inclusion in the baseline information collected for the SA of the joint Core Strategy?
Natural England

We recognise that the paper on Biodiversity This information to be
and Green Infrastructure sets out information collected and added to
on international, national and local sites of
evidence base.
nature conservation value which we welcome.
However we consider that this paper should
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Consultee

Response

Councils' comment

also include information on geological sites,
including Regionally Important Geological
Sites (RIGS).
We also consider that there should be more
information on protected species and where
they may be found within the two council
areas. Currently this topic paper only lists
species which appear in the region as a whole
and does not clarify which ones can be found
within the Core Strategy area.
English Heritage

It is important that locally listed historic assets Noted.
and undesignated archaeology are considered
when appraisals are undertaken. This could
include farm buildings, stone walls and other
landscape features, including those associated
with mining, such as lead rakes. Any impacts
on the World Heritage Site (WHS) should
include potential impacts (positive or negative)
on the buffer zone.
There is an opportunity to incorporate heritage
assets and landscapes into green
infrastructure networks; indeed, the WHS/
Derwent Valley, including the Matlock urban
parks (registered historic parks and gardens)
is an existing example.
Derbyshire Historic Landscape
Characterisation should be included to identify
the key historic landscape characteristics of
the area.
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Consultee

Response

Councils' comment

Derbyshire County
Council

In respect of outlining the scope of issues that
will be considered in the Sustainability
Appraisal, in each of the topic areas identified,
the Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure paper
is as comprehensive as it can be in relation to
ecology, identifying every notable piece of
legislation, policy, plan, study and strategy,
and identifying relevant issues and messages
from these.

Details of Wildlife Sites
checked, maps amended
as necessary.
Discussions have taken
place between Officers of
both Councils and
Derbyshire County
Council in relation to
transport and access.

The overviews presented in section 4 appear
appropriate, as are the issues identified in
section 5, and the objectives set out in section
6. However, although the Lowland Derbyshire
LBAP is identified as a relevant document in
section 3.1, it is not cross-referenced to any
of the key messages set out in section 3.2.
In addition, details of Local Wildlife Sites
(LWS) etc need checking, as some sites
designated as Local Wildlife Sites do not
appear on the maps used in section 4.
In particular, it would appear that Oker Hill and
Carsington Water LWS are missing from Map
6 (Derbyshire Dales area), and Phoside Farm,
Chinley Community Meadow and Turncliffe
Common have been omitted from Map 9, in
relation to High Peak. It may also be that
other less conspicuous LWS are missing from
these maps, or that some of the other sites
have either had boundary changes, or may
have been deleted. It is therefore
recommended that the districts contact
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust to ensure that they
have the most up-to-date versions of this data.
There is a lot of excellent information relating
to transport and access in the evidence base.
However, as far as we are aware, the County
Council has never been asked for any
information which may support and help the
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Consultee

Response

Councils' comment

districts in developing these documents. This
is an area which could be mutually beneficial
in the future.
Question 3: Have we correctly identified the main sustainability issues?
High Peak Borough
Council (Corporate
Policy team)

Natural England

Community cohesion is an area of increasing
importance for the Council. The Core Strategy
will need to play its part in promoting cohesion
and the SA should be used to help judge how
effective the proposals it contains will be in
delivering community cohesion. This may be
through ensuring that older people, younger
people and others are enabled to play as full
and active role in their communities as they
wish.

The following decision
making criteria added to
sustainable development
objective14:

Natural England believes that the main
sustainability issues have been identified
within the topic papers.

Noted.

Will it make a positive
contribution to community
cohesion?

Environment Agency The issues are very comprehensive however These issues added to
we would like to see the following included:
Table 2: Summary of key
issues on page 18 of
Issue within the Housing and Biodiversity
Scoping Report.
Topic Paper: Development on greenfield land.
Issue within the Biodiversity Topic Paper:
Creation of new natural environmental sites.
English Heritage

The Derbyshire Historic Landscape
Characterisation should be included as a
source for key messages. As well as industrial
heritage, mineral extraction has had a
significant impact on the landscape of the area

Although not published,
relevant extracts from
The Derbyshire Historic
Landscape
Characterisation added
to evidence base.
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Consultee

Response

Councils' comment

and should be recognised. Where natural
assets are referred to, this should be extended
to include cultural landscape assets - these
are also irreplaceable. Policy 26 of the
Regional Strategy also applies to historic
assets.

Sustainable development
objective 9 amended to
read: To protect and
enhance the character
and appearance of the
landscape, including
cultural landscape
The SA for the RSS Proposed Changes, page assets, as well as the
199, highlights the possible negative impact area's other natural
on the region’s market towns of significant
assets and resources.
levels of growth, e.g. pressure for new
development in historic town centres and
related facilities such as car parking. This
should be a consideration when determining
the distribution of growth.
An identified issue suggests that stone built
properties are difficult to insulate. It is not
always the case that traditional buildings
always perform worse than newer buildings
in terms of energy efficiency and insulation
measures can be undertaken, as set out in
English Heritage guidance.
Derbyshire County
Council

It is not clear why biodiversity has been
grouped with Green Infrastructure (GI)
because biodiversity is only one component
that could be considered to contribute to GI.
Concern is expressed at section 3.1 which has
no reference to landscape character at either
a national or local scale. This is particularly
pertinent at the local scale where the
Derbyshire Landscape Character Assessment
has produced guidance linking biodiversity to
landscape character types. Other than the
sub-region or district there seems to be no
spatial context within which either biodiversity
or GI is considered.

Comments passed to
those working to develop
the joint Derbyshire
Dales and High Peak GI
Strategy.
Attributes of World
Heritage Site to be
included in evidence
base.
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Response

Councils' comment

It is suggested that the report should be better
referenced to regional work on GI and the
'multiple public benefits' it can deliver as it
seems to have reduced GI to just access - GI
is clearly much more than either biodiversity
and access and this should be made more
explicit.
There is no reference to historic features,
parks, public open space or allotments, for
example, as components of sustainable GI
network. Overall, the objectives of the report
have little to do with the promotion and
delivery of high quality GI but simply relate to
the protection and enhancement of nature
conservation and wildlife designations. GI as
a topic needs much greater consideration as
it is a significant regional planning issue.
In summary there is a need for greater
cohesion within the report. The quality of the
environment not only directly relates to issues
such as landscape character, the protection
of natural resources, biodiversity and green
infrastructure but also has a bearing on the
ability to mitigate against the impacts of
climate change, the quality of our townscapes
and their relationship with the surrounding
landscapes, and social and economic
well-being. These connections need to be
clarified.
Heritage. The World Heritage Site is dealt
with in the Core Strategy largely within the
Townscape Quality: Historic and Cultural
Heritage Topic Paper. The Sustainability
Appraisal Scoping Report explains in
paragraph 1.6 that the purpose of a
Sustainability Appraisal is to appraise the
social, environmental and economic effects of
the proposed strategy.
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Response

Councils' comment

The Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site
is dealt with as a discrete entity in paragraphs
4.35 and 4.36 which is welcomed. In
paragraph 4.36 the key components of the mill
“ensemble” are listed, but Lea is omitted. This
should be inserted between Cromford and
Belper. The extent and purpose of the Buffer
Zone is explained, which is welcomed, but the
more crucial planning requirement - to protect
the attributes which give the Site it’s
Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) is not
mentioned. A note on these attributes is
attached to this letter. (Not attached??)
The essential nature of the DVMWHS is a
result of arrested urbanisation. The cotton
mills and their associated settlements retain
their largely unaltered 18th century landscape
setting. There is an overarching conservation
need to retain this landscape setting without
further significant development within it. This
is, of course, a major constraint to growth
within the Site and its buffer zone, and the
importance of this constraint needs to be fully
reflected in the core strategy.
Derbyshire Wildlife
Trust

The assessment of Biodiversity does not
Noted.
mention the Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) system
in operation within both High Peak and
Derbyshire Dales outside of the National Park
boundary. Both Councils contribute to the
maintenance of this system and the on-going
programme of site survey, monitoring and
assistance to landowners that is part of the
system.
Much of the evidence base for habitats and
species has been developed through the LWS
system and progress has been made in
securing positive management on some sites.

58 Revised Derbyshire Dales & High Peak Joint Core Strategy - Sustainability Appraisal Scoping
Report

Appendix D - Consultation Responses
Consultee

Response

Councils' comment

Additional resources are needed to speed up
progress with getting sites into positive
management.
Green infrastructure includes semi-natural
habitats of biodiversity value. The paper at
present only discusses GI in the context of
access. There needs to be some recognition
of the role GI can play in re-connecting,
restoring and enhancing habitats that are part
of corridors or new developments. High
quality GI is also invaluable within the urban
environment and can help to create vibrant
and desirable places to live with benefits for
local communities.
A key sustainability issue relating to
biodiversity is ensuring that there is sufficient
linkage within the landscape so that key
wildlife sites are not isolated and vulnerable
to external impacts. Opportunities for
buffering, connecting, restoring sites and
creating new habitats will be vital to achieve
this. In order to cope with climate change our
semi-natural habitats need to be of a high
quality and need to be resilient to climate
change and the resulting impacts on the
distribution and abundance of different plants
and animals.
Environment Agency Water resources and flood risk. We support Noted.
the inclusion of section 4 of the document.
This identifies public water supply
abstractions, associated Source Protection
Zones and other groundwater abstractions
and boreholes in the area covered by the
report. It outlines that these require protection
against pollution and careful consideration of
the SuDS technique to be used in the area.
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Response

Councils' comment

We would like to see a greater emphasis on
the protection of these supplies by locating
potentially polluting business away from major
aquifers and also in terms of water quantity.
Water efficiency measures should be
incorporated into new developments to
minimise the impact that new developments
have on water resources.
Landscape Character and Natural Resources.
We support the identification of brownfield
sites for redevelopment. Although suitable
sites may be limited in the area, the
redevelopment of these sites should be made
a priority. The Landscape document also
identifies the mineral resources in the area.
For any mineral excavation the water
environment should be fully assessed for each
individual site and the following issues given
consideration:
Loss of groundwater due to quarry de-watering
and removal of aquifer storage.
Increase groundwater vulnerability by removal
of the unsaturated Zone.
Increased potential of direct contamination of
water resources due to
pollution incidents occurring within quarry
voids.
Drilling boreholes for the exploration of mineral
extraction.
Decommissioning and restoration of the site.
In all aspects of the development plan care
must be taken to protect both surface and
groundwater from contamination, and avoid
damage to aquifers. Plans should meet the
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Response

Councils' comment

legislation laid out in the Environment
Agency's Groundwater Protection: Policy and
Practice (GP3).
Biodiversity Our initial comments are similar
to those previously made for the Core
Strategy:
The overall vision does not seem to
incorporate the natural environment. On
reading further it is incorporated with the
'Towns and Villages that offer a high quality
of life'. It should be split out to ensure that it
is also given priority, especially in such a high
profile area as the Dales and Peaks.
If the Natural Environment is split out strategic
options should include,
green infrastructure available and creation,
linking habitats, protection,
enhancement and creation of habitats for
protected species, therefore increasing
biodiversity of the area.
Question 4: Have we chosen the right sustainability indicators for the joint core strategy?
English Heritage

The SA indicators for the historic environment Guidance will be used
could also be used to monitor the Core
when published.
Strategy.
The national “Heritage at Risk” register,
launched in 2008, which is referred to in the
SA topic papers, together with any local “at
risk” survey information may assist in
determining if sites or areas are being
adversely affected by development, as well
as providing opportunities for developing
proposals that can result in the removal of “at
risk” assets from the register(s).
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This type of information can thus be used in
monitoring the plan, including the SA/SEA
monitoring. English Heritage is about to
publish guidance on SA/SEA and the historic
environment on the HELM website. This
includes advice on baseline data and possible
indicators, as well as sections on the appraisal
process and mitigation.
Natural England

We would suggest that the table that appears
on page 26 of topic paper “Landscape
Character and Natural Resources” should also
include the indicator “Number of Planning
permissions granted against the advice of
Natural England”.

Indicator added to
sustainable development
objective 6:
Number of Planning
permissions granted
against the advice of
Natural England

Environment Agency We do not think that the indicators for
Indicators added to
Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 5 & 6 would sustainable development
be sufficient to fully assess these objectives, objective 5:
the following should also be considered:
% of internationally
% of internationally and nationally
and nationally
designated sites in 'favourable' or
designated sites in
'unfavourable recovering' condition.
'favourable' or
'unfavourable
Area (ha) / % of SSSIs and Local Wildlife
recovering'
Sites lost to development requiring
condition.
planning permission.
Area (ha) of SSSIs
Changes in area of BAP Habitats.
and Local Wildlife
Sites lost to
% of local BAP targets met.
development
requiring planning
% loss of habitat to development (housing
permission.
and employment sites).
Length of greenways constructed.
Number of new green infrastructure
projects associated with new
developments.

Indicator added to
sustainable development
objective 6:
% of local BAP targets
met.
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Planning permissions that affect
biodiversity / geodiversity sites and or
species that include long-term
management plans and mitigation
schemes.
Number of tree planting initiatives.
% / length of hedgerow lost or gained
through development.
High Peak Borough
Council (Economic
Development team)

I am not sure that some of the indicators used
for measuring are really appropriate. For
example, measuring shop occupancy will not
help you determine vitality and diversity of
town centres - a better indicator would be to
measure not only occupancy, but number of
shops selling products as compared to those
selling a service (hairdressers/take-away food
etc).

The indicators for
sustainable development
objective1 amended to
read:
NI 171 New
business registration
rate
NI 172 Percentage
of small businesses
showing
employment growth
Average full time
wage
Number of people
with NVQ level 2
qualification and
number of people
qualified to at least
NVQ level 4

Similarly, measuring salary levels and new
business start-ups (and survival rates via
PAYE registered companies) is really
important - but it will not necessary answer
any questions with regard to high skills
employment growth; and will not give you any
data with regard to premises suitability. I think
it is also important to note that future needs
of business will also continue to demand a
mixture of sites and premises, and thus while
you may wish to focus on higher skilled
employment premises, we shouldn't
A new indicator for
necessarily ignore needs of traditional
sustainable development
businesses who are based in our area
objective 2 added:
currently and who are looking to grow and
Percentage increase
improve their premises/business.
in satisfaction with
Furthermore, future business people may
town centres
require more mixed-use (home live/work - mini
office/hub) type development and thus may
require some flexibility.
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Mr A Bond

I would question whether the proposed method
to measure car travel and the proportion of
journeys by sustainable modes (objectives 7
and 11) will actually confirm that car travel is
being reduced and the proportion of journeys
by sustainable modes is being increased. This
is on the basis that a development may be
located in a sustainable location but people
travelling to / from the development may not
travel by sustainable modes (notably if suitable
measures are not put in place to encourage
this).

Indicator for sustainable
development objective 7
amended to read:

I would therefore recommend the use of the
TRICS-based post-development travel plan
monitoring tool (or similar) be considered.
That said, there is some benefit in measuring
the amount of development in accessible
locations, as is proposed. I would, however,
suggest that the amount of development
located within 400m of a high frequency bus
route and /or 800m of a railway station is also
measured.

The amount of
development within 15
minutes walking distance
(1000m) and 10 minutes
cycling distance (2km) of
the town centres, and/or
located within 400m of a
high frequency bus route
and /or 800m of a railway
station.

I would also recommend monitoring (through
some form of survey process) the percentage
of residents who work from home (either full
time or part time) as encouragement of this
(e.g. through ensuring that suitable
infrastructure is provided in new development)
will help discourage car-based travel.
The Theatres Trust

The use of sustainability appraisal encourages Noted.
the creation of policies linked to clear
objectives which means that progress towards
those objectives can be monitored. The
Theatres Trust wishes to be assured that the
Local Development Documents are robust
enough to include specific guidance on
protecting and encouraging your arts and
cultural provision.
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Derbyshire County
Council

The Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage
Discussion on a revised
SiteManagement Plan includes indicators
indicator welcomed.
which should be taken into account in the core
strategy.
In Appendix B (page 40) Sustainability
Appraisal Objective 31 has as its indicator
National Indicator 175. Unfortunately, the
definition for this indicator is that the target in
LTP2 should be used. This has recently been
revised and agreed with the LAA and is now:
To increase by 8% the percentage of the
resident population with access to Markham
Vale within 30 minutes travel time by walking
or public transport.
The steps taken to improve accessibility to
Markham Vale will not be to the detriment of
other areas of the County and we will ensure
that a high level of accessibility to essential
services (including food stores, GP surgeries,
pharmacies and post offices) is maintained or
improved. This is obviously not relevant to the
Derbyshire Dales and High Peak area.
However, the County Council has been
monitoring accessibility to a range of services
and facilities separately, and would welcome
discussion with the relevant High Peak and/or
Derbyshire Dales officers in order to try and
identify a relevant indicator along these lines.

Question 5: Do you think that the proposed method for option appraisal is appropriate?
Natural England

Yes, the method for option appraisal would
appear to be logical and follows accepted
guidelines.

Noted.

English Heritage

We welcome the decision to undertake an
early appraisal of the plan as it is developed,
which reflects the guidance that SA/SEA
should be integrated into the plan making

Peer review of scoring for
preferred option will take
place and will include
those with appropriate
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process. Having looked at the interim report, expertise in the historic
the general methodology of sustainability
environment.
scoring of the options seems to be acceptable;
however, it is not explicit how the overall
judgement of the sustainability of the option
(“smiley face” symbol) was derived from the
summary of sustainable scores.
Secondly, how are score definitions derived
for the historic environment? EIA often
determines the degree of impacts based upon
the significance and importance of the assets,
e.g. international/ national/ regional/local and
clearly defines how the degree of impact is
determined. We recommend that the panel
undertaking the appraisal should include those
with appropriate expertise in the historic
environment.
Question 6: Does this Scoping Report provide sufficient information to ensure that an
appropriate SA can be carried out?
Natural England

Natural England considers that the scoping
report does provide sufficient baseline
information.

Noted.

The Scoping report is in very comprehensive
and generally covers Natural England’s
interests in sufficient detail.
Comments on the SA Framework
English Heritage

It is suggested that the following changes are Change agreed and
made to the decision-making criteria for
amendment made.
Sustainability Appraisal Objective 8 to reflect
the fact that the appraisal should identify the
potential for positive benefits as well as
adverse impacts:
Will it preserve or enhance heritage assets
and their settings?
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Will it preserve or enhance archaeological
remains and their settings?
The Theatres Trust

Due to the specific nature of the Trust's remit
we are concerned with the protection and
promotion of theatres and therefore anticipate
matters relating to cultural facilities. Re
Strategic Objective 4 in joint Core Strategy
and Sustainable development Objective 16.
We note there are 16 items in each of these
headings on pages 13 and 25 and we assume
they reflect each other although the wording
is slightly different for each objective. We
support the objectives but request that the
word cultural is included on Strategic Objective
no. 4 to read sporting and cultural facilities for
continuity and clarity.

As change relates to
issues and options paper,
not scoping report,
comment noted and
forwarded appropriately.

Derbyshire County
Council

The proposed objective "To protect and
enhance the character and appearance of the
landscape, as well as the area’s other natural
assets and resources" is supported, but this
proposal needs to be reinforced by adopting
the Landscape Character Types defined by
the Derbyshire LCA as the spatial framework
for considering this objective, ie. the
characteristics of each individual landscape
type are being tested/assessed against this
objective for each policy under consideration.

Decision making criteria
for sustainable
development objective 9
to be amended:

The criteria for assessing the performance of
objective 9 is unclear with regard to how areas
of "highest" and "lower" landscape quality will
be defined. Quality is not defined in the
Derbyshire LCA and local designations are no
longer supported by PPS7. The final criteria
would be better if it read "will it conserve and
enhance green infrastructure and open space
as part of a landscape character approach,
making the area a more attractive place to
live, visit and do business?" This would serve

Criteria relating to highest
and lowest landscape
quality to be deleted.
Final criteria to read: Will
it conserve and enhance
green infrastructure and
open space as part of a
landscape character
approach, making the
area a more attractive
place to live, visit and do
business?
Additional decision
making criteria added to
sustainable development
objective 11:

Revised Derbyshire Dales & High Peak Joint Core Strategy - Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 67
Report

Appendix D - Consultation Responses
Consultee

Response

Councils' comment

to reinforce landscape character as the
framework within which the detail should be
considered.

Will it deliver
opportunities to relieve
traffic congestion?

Transport: the Sustainable Appraisal
Framework could perhaps include transport
issues relating to maintenance, congestion,
air quality and the environment as well as
accessibility. For example:
Maintenance: would the development minimise
future maintenance requirements?
Congestion/air quality/environment: have
opportunities to relieve traffic congestion been
considered?
Has the use of locally sourced/distinctive
materials been considered?
Where appropriate, have attempts been made
to reduce the adverse impacts of road freight?
Service facilities and overnight lorry parks
need to be in locations served
easily by major roads.
Mr N Parsons

The sustainable development objective "To
Tourism is to be
encourage tourism development and to
considered further in draft
promote the area as a tourist destination"
Core Strategy.
appears not to relate to the Vision (3.4) or any
of the Strategic Objectives (3.5). So why is it
being used as one of the checks to determine
if the Core Strategy is sustainable?
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