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How the sustainability appraisal framework will be
used
Introduction
1.1 The historic environment embraces all those aspects of the environment that reflect the
shaping of the past human activity. It is reflected in archaeological sites, historic buildings, in the
location and form of our settlements, in the character of landscape, industrial structures, and in
historic parks and gardens.
1.2 The built heritage of the Core Strategy area plays a vital role in defining its distinctive character
and identity and it should be protected for its own sake and for its intrinsic value. However, it
should also be seen as an important asset that can be the catalyst for a prosperous local economy,
and an enhanced "quality of life" for those who live, and visit the area.
1.3 Within the Core Strategy area many parts of the towns and villages are protected by
Conservation Area status and hundreds of buildings of special architectural or historic interest are
listed. However, the historic built environment is continually evolving in response to the many
pressures that are put on it. It is important that the changes that take place in the area do not
destroy its valued historic assets or its distinctive character.
1.4 Cultural heritage contributes to the diversity and attractiveness of rural areas and a high
quality townscape is important in urban areas. The cultural and historic environment is important
to help sustain a sense of local distinctiveness and place and can also make a significant
contribution to the economy. By ensuring that the historic environment is protected and sustained,
it will be retained as a resource for future generations and supporting and developing new cultural
facilities and activities ensures a lasting cultural legacy.
1.5 Spatial planning can directly influence the number and condition of designated sites - listed
buildings, scheduled monuments, registered parks and gardens, conservation areas and the
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site - as well as undesignated archaeology, and locally
important buildings and sites in the Core Strategy area. Such sites are also vital to maintain high
quality leisure and recreation spaces within the area, which are discussed in more detail in the
topic papers on Health, Landscape and Green Infrastructure. Historic landmarks help to sustain
a sense of local distinctiveness.
Sustainability Appraisal
1.6 The purpose of a Sustainability Appraisal is to appraise the social, environmental and
economic effects of the proposed strategy and policy options of the Core Strategy. This must be
done at the beginning to ensure that Derbyshire Dales District Council and High Peak Borough
Council can make informed decisions that accord with sustainable development.
1.7 Sustainability objectives are used to test and ask questions for each strategy and policy
option considered in the Core Strategy. The Sustainability Appraisal process has a number of set
stages that must be followed, but can be reconsidered when new information is collected.
1.8 The development of the Sustainability Appraisal for the Derbyshire Dales and High Peak
Core Strategy will follow guidance as set out in “Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial
Strategies and Local development Documents (2005)” published by the Department of Communities
and Local Government.

3 April 2009 Townscape Quality: Historic and Cultural Heritage Topic Paper

How the sustainability appraisal framework will be
used
1.9 This topic paper follows Stage A (Pre Production – Evidence Gathering) of the guidance
which is undertaken during the pre-production stage of the joint Core Strategy. It sets out the
context and objectives, established baseline information and decides on the scope for historic and
townscape quality.
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Purpose of this document
2.1 This is one of 12 topic papers which can be read in isolation or together with other topic
papers to gain a wider understanding of the issues facing the areas of Derbyshire Dales District
and High Peak Borough outside the Peak District National Park . The 12 topic papers that have
been produced are on:
Climate Change
Landscape Character and Natural Resources
Air, noise and light pollution
Townscape quality, historic and cultural heritage
Transport and accessibility
Water resources and flood-risk
Biodiversity and green infrastructure
Health and well-being
Leisure and recreation
Community safety and neighbourhood quality
Homes for everyone
Employment and economy
2.2 Each topic paper provides a summary of the evidence base required for the Core Strategy’s
Sustainability Appraisal. They establish a baseline position and identify the key issues that need
to be addressed. This has been achieved by undertaking the following stage of the Sustainability
Appraisal process which has included:
Stage A1 Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes
Stage A2 Collecting baseline information
Stage A3 Identifying sustainability issues and problems
Stage A4 Developing the sustainability framework
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
3.1 This section focuses on the most relevant plans and strategies and draws out their key
messages for the Core Strategy and Sustainability Appraisal process. The plans and strategies
identified and used are:

National
Securing the Future (DCLG, 2005)
Draft Heritage Protection Bill (DCLG, 2008)
The Historic Environment: A Force for our Future (DCLG, 2001)
Planning Policy Statement 1: (DCLG, Delivering Sustainable Development)
Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the Historic Environment (DCLG,1994)
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16: Archaeology and Planning (DCLG,1990)
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
Regeneration and the Historic Environment (English Heritage, 2005)
Streets for All (English Heritage, 2004)
English Heritage Strategy (2005-2010)
Heritage at Risk Summary Document (English Heritage, 2008)
Heritage Count 2007 - Indicators for the Historic Environment (English Heritage, 2007)

Regional
East Midlands Regional Plan (GOEM,2009)
A Cultural Strategy for the East Midlands 2006 -2011 (emra, 2006)
View Points on the Historic Environment of the East Midlands (emra, 2002)
Time for Culture: East Midlands Cultural Consortium Regional Strategy (Cultural East Midlands,
2001)
East Midlands Integrated Regional Spatial Strategy: Sustainable Development Framework
(emra, 2001)
View Points on the Historic Environment of the East Midlands (East Midlands Regional Heritage
Forum, 2002)
Heritage at Risk East Midlands (English Heritage, 2008)
East Midlands State of the Region Report (emra, 2008)
Heritage Counts: State of the East Midlands Historic Environment (English Heritage 2007)

Local
Derbyshire Dales Local Plan (Adopted 2005)
High Peak Local Plan (adopted 2005)
Conservation Area Appraisals (Derbyshire Dales District Council)
Conservation Area Character Appraisals (High Peak Borough Council)
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site Management Plan
Farm Buildings Design Guidance Supplementary Planning Document (2005)
Residential Design Guide Supplementary Planning Document (High Peak Borough Council)
Landscape Character Supplementary Planning Document (High Peak Borough Council)
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
Key Messages
3.2 The plans and strategies identified above have been reviewed. The table below sets out
the messages and issues contained in these documents that are considered most relevant for the
Core Strategy.
Message / Issue

Source
document(s)

PPS1 advocates that a high level of protection should be given to most
valued townscapes

PPS1

PPG15 advises that there should be effective protection for all aspects of PPG15
the historic environment. The physical survivals of our past are to be valued
and protected for their own sake, as a central part of our cultural heritage
and our sense of national identity. Policies should be identified for the
preservation and enhancement of the historic environment in the area.
PPG16 details that archaeological remains are irreplaceable and should be PPG16
seen as a finite and non renewable resource. Appropriate management is
therefore essential to ensure that they survive in good condition.
The historic fabric represents a finite resource and is an irreplaceable asset.
Care must be taken to ensure that they are not destroyed.

PPG15
PPG16

Local Planning Authorities should set out policies for the protection,
preservation and enhancement of the historic environment.

PPG15
PPG16

There is a general presumption in favour of the preservation of listed
buildings.

PPG15

The number of heritage assets on the "at risk" register has increased from Heritage at Risk
2007 to 2008, although long term trends show a decrease.
East Midlands
Pressures for housing and economic development pose direct threats to
heritage assets and / or their setting and integrity.

PPS1

Inappropriate development in towns and villages can have an adverse impact Derbyshire Dales
on the character and setting of the built environment.
Local Plan
The quality of the historic fabric of the Core Strategy area is one of the
PPG15
reasons that the area is an attractive place, where people want to live, work
and visit.
The historic environment is an irreplaceable resource that can be damaged PPG15
by development.
The historic environment's importance as an economic asset, particularly
of the tourism industry.

The East Midlands
Integrated
Regional Spatial
Strategy
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Stage A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans
and programmes
Message / Issue

Source
document(s)

The original use of many historic buildings may no longer be viable and
there is often pressure for conversion and re-use.

PPS7

There is a need for new design to complement the existing built heritage.

PPS1

Table 1 Key Messages for the Core Strategy
3.3 Baseline evidence relating to Derbyshire Dales and the High Peak has been compiled for
these issues and is presented below with a national and regional overview provided for context.
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Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
National Overview
4.1 In England there are 372,905 listed building entries, 31,400 Scheduled Ancient Monument
sites, 9,300 Conservation Areas and 1,450 Historic Parks and Gardens.
4.2 The diversity of the historic environment is central to England's cultural heritage and sense
of identity, and a resource that should be sustained for the benefit of present and future generations.
4.3 Government policy states that there should be effective protection for all aspects of the
historic environment. The physical survivals of the past should be valued and protected for their
own sake, as a central part of the country's cultural heritage and sense of national identity. The
historic environment is an irreplaceable record which contributes to an understanding of the present
and the past.
4.4 Sustaining the sense of local distinctiveness is an important aspect of the character and
appearance of towns, villages and the countryside.

Regional Overview
4.5 The East Midlands has a high number of designated places of archaeological, architectural
and historic importance. It is well known for its array of stately homes and is home to Boston, the
second most important medieval port in the country and the important historic settlements of Lincoln
and Stamford. It is also home to the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site. Table 2 shows the
number of designated heritage features in the East Midlands by Housing Market Area. In addition,
there are areas with nationally important archaeology, particularly in the river valleys, such as the
Trent and Witham, which are not designated together with areas of distinctive historic landscape,
such as ‘ridge and furrow’.
Listed
Buildings

Registered
Parks and
gardens

Schedule
Monuments

World Heritage
Sites

Battlefields

Central Lincolnshire

2383

12

211

0

0

Coastal Lincolnshire

1928

7

172

0

1

Peterborough Partial

4086

13

162

0

0

Nottingham Outer

1719

8

89

0

1

Sheffield / Rotherham

2000

10

85

0

0

Peak, Dales & Park

2950

17

421

1

0

Derby

1852

11

64

1

0

Leicester & Leicestershire

4374

20

229

0

1

Nottingham Core

2012

16

65

0

1

Souther Sub- Area

6539

31

192

0

2

East Midlands

29741

137

1662

1

5
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Listed
Buildings

England

Registered
Parks and
gardens

375840

Schedule
Monuments

1595

World Heritage
Sites

22398

17

4

Battlefields

43

Table 2 Designated Heritage Sites in the East Midlands and England 2008
Heritage at Risk
4.6 In 2008, English Heritage launched its Heritage at Risk (HAR) programme to identify buildings,
archaeological sites (scheduled monuments), registered historic parks and gardens, registered
battlefields and protected wrecks at risk due to neglect and decay, to create an integrated database
of heritage assets at risk to simplify the previous system of separate but overlapping categories.
This approach builds on the earlier work of the Buildings at Risk register and widens the list to
include more than just Grade I and II* listed buildings. Future assessments are also looking into
drawing together lists of other heritage features at risk such as Grade II listed buildings, designated
conservation areas, and listed places of worship to be published in 2009 and 2012. This system
will sit alongside the new unified Heritage Register for England (the centrepiece of the draft Heritage
Protection Bill, 2008) which also aims to create a single system to replace the current process of
listing,registering and scheduling.
4.7 Information from the new HAR register shows that in the East Midlands in 2008, 147 Grade
I and II* Listed Buildings and structural Scheduled Monuments were at risk in the East Midlands,
compared to 161 on the baseline 1999 Register. Ten buildings at risk were added to the register
in 2008, three of which are in the highest priority category for action, representing a net increase
in the number of entries on the register. Five buildings have been upgraded in their level of risk,
ten have seen an improvement in their condition, and only three have been removed from the
register. The register now includes one registered battlefield at risk in Northampton.
4.8 Table 3 shows a breakdown of Grade II Listed Buildings at Risk by county and unitary
authority in the region. These figures are sourced from two Regional Spatial Strategy Annual
Monitoring Reports and come from local authority surveys. This means that the figures may not
be entirely accurate and should be used as indications rather than raw data.
2004 - 25005

2006-2007

No of Listed
Buildings at risk

Total Number of
Listed Buildings

Percentage at
risk

No of Listed
Buildings at risk

Total Number
of Listed
Buildings

Percentage at
risk

7

338

2.1

15

338

4.4

Derbyshire

198

5632

3.5

179

4,579

3.9

Leicester

21

370

5.7

23

338

6.8

Leicestershire

415

3913

10.6

186

3770

4.9

Lincolnshire

264

6434

4.1

287

6244

5.4

Northamptonshire

41

5756

0.7

32

4730

0.9

Nottingham

56

1441

3.9

53

1401

3.8

Derby
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2004 - 25005

2006-2007

Nottinghamshire

313

4183

7.5

237

3443

6.9

Peak District

211

2850

7.4

207

2850

7.2

-

1700

-

-

1700

-

Rutland

Table 3 Grade II Listed Buildings at Risk, 2004/2005 to 2006/2007
Conservation Areas
4.9 Table 4 shows the number of Conservation Areas in the Region in 2005. Since 2002 the
number of Conservation Areas has continued to increase.
County

No of conservation areas

Derbyshire

272

Derby

14

Leicestershire

200

Leicester

22

Rutland

34

Lincolnshire

155

Northamptonshire

159

Nottinghamshire

128

Nottingham

29

East Midlands

1013

Table 4 Number of Conservation Areas
Archaeology
4.10 The East Midlands has a wealth of archaeological features, providing a ‘microcosm of the
country as a whole, ranging from the recent built industrial landscapes of the Derwent Valley, back
in time through medieval landscapes of Leicestershire and prehistoric landscapes of Derbyshire,
further back through well preserved organic remains in the Fens and valleys of the Trent and
Witham to Upper Palaeolithic cave art at Creswell Crags near Bolsover. Contributions are still
being made to understanding the region’s archaeological history through the activities of local
archaeology groups and societies.

Derbyshire Dales & High Peak
4.11 There is a high quality built environment within the Core Strategy area with over 60
Conservation Areas and many listed buildings (398 In High Peak, 1328 in Derbyshire Dales). The
Derwent Valley Mills were inscripted as a World Heritage Site in 2001 and the area is also the
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focus for numerous Scheduled Ancient Monuments and several parks and gardens on the Register
of Special Historic Interest. This gives an indication of the importance and the state of protecting
the Joint Core Strategy Area historic environment.
Derbyshire Dales
4.12 Derbyshire Dales contains some of the finest towns and villages in the Country. Their
quality stems from the wide variety of landscape features together with a well preserved heritage
of buildings and settlements. The high quality of the local environment is also a result of the historic
fabric of the built environment. This consists of a number of elements; listed buildings, conservation
areas, historic parks and gardens, archaeological sites and features and the Derwent Valley Mills
World Heritage Site.
4.13 There are 1328 buildings listed as being of special architectural or historic interest, and of
these 61 have been identified as being at risk. The Council has designated 32 conservation areas
across the area for which it the local planning authority, and has recently commenced a long-term
programme of Conservation Area Character Appraisals.
4.14 There are a number of parks and gardens that are included on the Register of Parks and
Gardens of Special Historic Interest. Currently these are; Ednaston Manor, Sudbury Hall, the
Heights of Abraham, Lovers Walks, High Tor, Derwent Gardens, Sydnope Hall, the Whitworth
Institute, and Willersley Castle.
4.15 The area is also rich in archaeological sites with features of national and local importance.
Derbyshire County Council has prepared a Sites and Monuments Register which identifies 4486
archaeological and heritage features within the local planning authority area. This list incorporates
a number of “County Treasures” which are features of public importance by virtue of their
archaeological, architectural, historic scenic or scientific interest.
4.16 Whilst the majority of the District is rural in character and comprises attractive areas of
countryside interspersed with a large number of villages and hamlets. The district contains the
medieval market towns of Ashbourne and Wirksworth together with the later Spa towns of Matlock
and Matlock Bath.
4.17 There is a definite contrast in the range of building materials, from the creamy pink
sandstones, buff grit-stone, grey white limestone and charcoal grey slates found predominately
in the north, to the warm orange red brick, bluish hues of Staffordshire tiles and crisp brown, sepia
thatch, brick and timber framing found further south.
Ashbourne
4.18 The town of Ashbourne lies in the Henmore Valley, which divides highland and lowland
Derbyshire on the western boundary of the County by the River Dove. To the north are high
limestone hills and steep valleys, whilst flat gravel and clay lands are to the south.The origins of
“Ashbourne in the Peak” were established prior to the Conquest although the “triangular shaped”
market place was established in the 13th century. Half timbered properties spread around the
Market and along St John’s Street and Church Street in the 16th century and the 17th century saw
town houses of local families establishing themselves along Church Street. Although the town
has expanded over the centuries in essence its character has changed little. Until the mid 1960s
the majority of development was confined to the valley. Subsequent development in the latter
Townscape Quality: Historic and Cultural Heritage Topic Paper April 2009 12
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years of the of the 20th century has been predominately along the southern boundary of the town.
The planned layout and compact nature of this market town has changed little from its original
design and this coupled with some stunning architecture, has resulted in a vibrant town bursting
with special architectural and historic character and appearance, Ashbourne attracts many tourist
as well as shoppers and visitors from neighbouring towns.
Wirksworth
4.19 The town of Wirksworth lies in the central area of Derbyshire. Much of the basis for the
origin and early development of the town of Wirksworth lies in its geology and topography.
Wirksworth is sited in a basin of foothills to the west, north and east. The river Ecclesbourne rises
just north of the town and flows southwards. The town is also sited at the junction of three geological
areas; carboniferous limestone, limestone shales and milestones grits. There are also patches
of till, a heavy clay with small pebbles. The limestone, found to the west, provided a source of
lead ore and building stone. The shales to the east of the town, and the clays provided materials
for the brick and tile industries as well as a basis for rich agricultural soils. Building stone was
extracted from the millstone grits to the east and south east.
4.20 The plan form and building types found in Wirksworth have been influenced by the prevailing
uses in the area. Some specialised uses have spread throughout the town such as small scale
workshops, chapels and schools. Likewise the various buildings associated with lead mining and
lead miners cottages are all scattered throughout the town. The form and layout of different parts
of the town are evidence of the way the area grew and functioned.
Matlock
4.21 Matlock is the largest settlement in the Derbyshire Dales. It is comprised of a string of
smaller settlements running along the River Derwent. Old Matlock or Matlock Town was the
original settlement and off shoots Matlock Green, Matlock Bridge, Matlock Bank, Matlock Dale
and Matlock Bath. Matlock is largely constructed of local gritstone in the Victorian and Edwardian
eras as the towns rapid growth as a Spa town / resort. Matlocks attractive built environment is
further enhanced by its outstanding natural setting.
Villages
4.22 The villages of the Derbyshire Dales lie within a series of distinctive landscape types that
give rise to variations in settlement pattern and village character. There are many subtle variations
in vernacular buildings and materials used, both within and outside of the villages. These features
reflect the diversity of styles and traditions and exert a strong influence on village character,
appearance and sense of place. The character and appearance of the many villages is also
influenced by their relationship with the surrounding countryside. The pattern of village development
in the Derbyshire Dales varies considerably with examples of nucleated; agglomerated; linear;
planned and dispersed settlement patterns. In many villages, however, there is a recognisable
structure and form to the settlement, where the form and scale of development has regard to the
setting of the village in the wider landscape. In order to preserve the special character of the
villages throughout the plan area it is important that any development in the villages is carefully
controlled, and of a scale and nature that did not have an adverse impact upon the character and
appearance of the village and the surrounding landscape.
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4.23 Village patterns across the District are also affected by the location and extent of open
space within a settlement. There are a number of instances where countryside gaps protrude into
the villages. Whilst these may or may not be of strong visual character, they nonetheless provide
important buffers to, or strategic gaps between, development and as such help to maintain the
distinctive pattern and separate character and identity of villages within the landscape.
High Peak Borough Council
4.24 The Borough has a wealth of historic buildings, conservation areas and archaeological
sites and monuments. Many of the towns and villages retain historic centres characteristic of the
Dark Peak, with buildings tightly grouped and exhibiting considerable use of locally quarried
gritstone. In the South of the Borough the influence of the White Peak increases and greater use
has traditionally been made of limestone as the predominant building material.
4.25 There are 32 Conservation Areas in the Plan Area and 398 listed buildings, ranging from
minor structures such post boxes and telephone kiosks through to the internationally recognised
Crescent in Buxton.
4.26 Twenty sites are protected as Scheduled Ancient Monuments, ranging from stone crosses
through to major earth works such as Melandra Castle Roman Fort at Glossop and the Bullring
Henge at Dove Holes.
Glossop
4.27 The origin of Glossop as a centre for the cotton industry defines its character in the modern
day. A range of 19th century workers cottages, 19th century industrial mills and publicly donated
fine buildings are the surviving evidence of Glossop's development during a period where the
textile industry dominated the local economy. The centre of Glossop is also characterised by a
range of commercial buildings, housing a wide range of small independent shops, and financial
institutions clustered around the crossroads. Interspersed between them are large-scale two and
three storey administrative and public buildings. Residential areas are located around the
commercial core and at the edges of the High Street.
Buxton
4.28 Buxton is generally acknowledged as the highest town in England. Although for most of its
history it was a small upland settlement near the River Wye, its growth into a town in this remote
part of Derbyshire, is entirely due to the presence of thermal spring water, which led to its prolific
development in the late 18th century and the second half of the 19th century.
4.29 Buxton was developed largely by the principal landowner, the Dukes of Devonshire. The
dominance of one family, with a select group of architects and agents has had the most significant
impact on the character of the town, the quality of the infrastructure (parks, and public spaces and
public buildings) and the architecture. Buxton is home to the nationally important Grade 1 listed
building – The Crescent, one of the finest Georgian buildings in England.

Townscape Quality: Historic and Cultural Heritage Topic Paper April 2009 14

4

Stage A2: Collecting baseline information
New Mills
4.30 New Mills is a southern Pennine mill town of dramatic topography. Whilst its development
lies predominately within the 19th century, its origins, dating back to the late 14th century, are
focused upon the bottom of High Street and Dyehouse Lane. As its name suggests the town
developed due to the supply of fast flowing waters through the gorge. These provided the power
to drive the mills that developed precariously on the waterside. As such, New Mills became an
important centre for the textile industry.
4.31 The town developed along High Street and Meal street towards higher and flatter land.
Here the commercial centre developed along Market Street and later, due to the construction of
high level bridges (required for transport routes to cross the Torrs) Union Road.
Whaley Bridge
4.32 Whaley Bridge is situated on the edge of the historic Peak District and lies on an ancient
crossing of the River Goyt. The town settles comfortably at the base of the Goyt Valley on a rock
bed formed of coarse sandstone (locally known as Millstone Grit). Its development has been linked
with its position in relation to various transport routes and its mining and textile activities. Most of
the early development within Whaley Bridge centres around the canal basin and the White Hart
public house. Development then began to spread along Market Street and Old Road in the mid
19th century. More widespread development of the area occurred in the late 19th century.
Chapel-en-le-Frith
4.33 Chapel-en-le-Frith is situated within the Dark Peak and was once a royal hunting ground.
It gets its name from the Chapel that was built in the forest and on the site of the current Church.
The town developed as an important stopping point along packhorse trade routes and became an
important administrative centre and focus for trade.
4.34 Whilst Chapel appears as a town that predominately developed from the mid 19th century,
settlement patterns from the middle ages still exist. The church and market place became the
focus of early activity and medieval components with later development spreading along Market
Street and High Street in the 18th and 19th Century.
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site
4.35 The Derwent Valley Mills site was inscribed on the World Heritage list in December 2001
of the other 26 sites within England. It extends from Matlock Bath to Derby and defines a cultural
landscape of exceptional significance due, in the main, to its association with pioneering innovations
in textile manufacture and the development of manufacturing and technology. The boundary of
the World Heritage Site encloses approximately 1229 hectares and the Buffer Zone extends to
4363 hectares. The Buffer Zone is defined in order to protect the site from development that would
damage its setting. The Derwent Valley Mills Management Plan sets the framework for the
integrated and pro-active management of the cultural landscape to ensure its special qualities are
sustained and preserved for future generations.
4.36 It comprises the ensemble of industrial sites and settlements which developed in association
with the textile mills of Matlock Bath, Cromford, Belper, Milford, Darley Abbey and Derby over a
period from the 18th to the early 20th century. It is a unique cultural landscape of industrial buildings,
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related housing, canal, road and railway architecture set, for the most part, within a green landscape.
The Buffer Zone is defined in order to protect the site from development that would damage its
setting.

Map 1 Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Sites and Buffer Derbyshire Dales
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Conservation Areas
4.37 Conservation areas are designated for their special architectural or historic interest. In
these areas, planning has a key role to play in preserving and enhancing the character and
appearance of the entire area, by overseeing a careful balance between preservation of the historic
environment and encouraging sympathetic new development.
4.38 Both the Derbyshire Dales and the High Peak have 32 conservation area within the planning
boundaries.
4.39 The Councils have agreed programmes for undertaking appraisals of the Conservation
Areas. Documents setting out the character of conservation areas and the features that help make
them special are available on the Councils' web-sites.
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4.40

4

Map 2 shows the distribution of conservation areas in the High Peak.

Map 2 High Peak Conservation Areas
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4.41

Map 3 shows the distribution of conservation areas in the Derbyshire Dales.

Map 3 Distribution of Conservation Areas - Derbyshire Dales
Historic Parks and Gardens
4.42 There is a Register of Parks and Gardens of special historic interest in England which is
maintained by English Heritage and now contains 1,450 sites. While there are many parks and
gardens that are historic and make a valuable contribution to an area’s visual and recreational
attractiveness, only these deemed to be of special historic interest (based on the survival, quality
and interest of their historic structure) are included in the register.
19 April 2009 Townscape Quality: Historic and Cultural Heritage Topic Paper
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4.43

4

High Peak has three such historic Parks and gardens:
Howard Park in Glossop;
Pavilion Gardens (including Serpentine Walks) in Buxton; and
The Slopes in Buxton.

4.44

The Council has prepared management plans for both Howard Park and Pavilion Gardens.

Map 4 Historic Parks and Gardens in the High Peak
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4.45 Derbyshire Dales has 9 parks and gardens included on the Register of Parks and Gardens
of Special Historic Interest covering some 446 hectares. Currently these are:
Ednaston Manor
Sudbury Hall
The Heights of Abraham
Lovers Walks

High Tor
Derwent Gardens
Sydnope Hall
The Whitworth Institute
Wilersley Castle

Map 5 Distribution of Historic Parks and Gardens - Derbyshire
Dales
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Scheduled Ancient Monuments
4.46 Nationally important archaeological sites are statutorily protected as Scheduled Ancient
Monuments under the Ancient Monument and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, which builds on
legislation dating back to 1882.
4.47 Currently there are 57 scheduled ancient monuments in Derbyshire Dales and 20 in the
High Peak. The responsibility for the protection of scheduled monuments currently lies with English
Heritage.

Map 6 Scheduled Ancient Monuments in the High Peak
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Map 7 Distribution of Scheduled Ancient Monuments - Derbyshire
Dales
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Listed Buildings
4.48 A 'listed building' is one that has been included on the Secretary of States List of Buildings
of Architecture or Historic interest. The current list for Derbyshire Dales is 1328 buildings and for
High Peak 398.

Map 8 Listed Buildings in the High Peak
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Map 9 Distribution of Listed Buildings - Derbyshire Dales

25 April 2009 Townscape Quality: Historic and Cultural Heritage Topic Paper

Stage A3: Identifying sustainability issues and
problems

5

5.1 The main sustainability issues identified through this review of baseline evidence are as
follows:
Within the joint Core Strategy area, many parts of our market towns and villages are protected
by Conservation Area status and hundreds of buildings are listed.
The high quality historic landscape is one of the key reasons why Derbyshire Dales and High
Peak attract people to live in the area.
The built heritage of the area plays a vital role in defining its distinctive character and identity
and it should be protected for its own sake and for its intrinsic cultural value.
The built heritage is also seen as an important asset that can provide the catalyst for a
prosperous local economy and an enhanced "quality of life" for those who live, work and visit
the area.
It is important that the changes that take place in the Core Strategy area do not destroy its
valued historic assets or its distinctive character.
Continued protection is required in order to preserve and enhance the built heritage.
The rural and urban settlements of the Core Strategy area have a locally distinctive character
derived from the use of local gritstone and limestone.
Any new development would need to be built using high quality, locally sourced materials to
maintain the character of settlements.
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Stage A4: Developing the Sustainable Appraisal
Framework
Sustainable development objectives
6.1 In response to the evidence detailed above, it is proposed to use the following sustainable
development objective as part of the Sustainability Appraisal Framework used to assess issues
and options in the Core Strategy.
To conserve and enhance town / village scape quality; archaeological and heritage assets
along with their settings.
6.2 When assessing the performance of issues and options against this objective, the following
criteria will be used:
Will it respect, maintain and strengthen local distinctiveness and sense of place?
Will it promote high quality urban and rural design?
Will it preserve heritage assets and their settings?
Will it preserve archaeological remains and their settings?
Will it preserve and enhance the character or appearance of conservation areas and their
settings?
Sustainable
Development
Objective

Baseline Information

Trend

To conserve and
enhance town /
village-scape
quality;
archaeological and
heritage assets
along with their
settings

Listed buildings:

No trend information
available.

Derbyshire Dales has 1,328
and High Peak has 398.
In the Plan area, Derbyshire
Dales has 51 buildings on
the register of historic
buildings at risk and High
Peak has 19.
Conservation areas:
Derbyshire Dales has 32 and
High Peak has 32.
Character appraisals have
been prepared for 6
conservation areas in
Derbyshire Dales and 11 in
High Peak.

Historic parks and
gardens:

Indicator / Target

Number of
buildings of
historic or
architectural
interest renewed
and re-used.
Impact of change
on the character
or appearance of
conservation
areas.
Percentage or
areas of historic
buildings, sites
and areas,
including locally
listed assets
affected, whether
in an adverse or
beneficial way.
Number of
planning
applications
affecting sites
designated for
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Framework
Sustainable
Development
Objective

Baseline Information

Trend

Derbyshire Dales has 9 and
High Peak has 3.

6

Indicator / Target

historical
interest.

Scheduled ancient
monuments:
Derbyshire Dales has 57 and
High Peak has 20.
Table 5 Summary of Baseline Information

Indicators and monitoring data
Sustainability
Objective

Detailed Decision Making Criteria Monitoring Indicators

To conserve and
enhance town /
village-scape quality;
archaeological and
heritage assets
along with their
settings

Will it respect, maintain and
strengthen local distinctiveness
and sense of place?
Will it promote high quality
urban and rural design?
Will it preserve heritage assets
and their settings?
Will it preserve archaeological
remain and their settings?
Will it preserve and enhance
the character or appearance of
conservation areas and their
settings?

Number of buildings of historic
or architectural interest renewed
and re-used.
Impact of change on the
character or appearance of
conservation areas.
Percentage or areas of historic
buildings, sites and areas,
including locally listed assets
affected, whether in an adverse
or beneficial way.
Number of planning applications
affecting sites designated for
historical interest.

Table 6 Sustainability Appraisal Framework of Sustainable Development Objectives
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