Somersal Herbert
Conservation Area Appraisal

9. Conservation Area Boundary Review

BOUNDARY REVIEW
Background

Review

As noted in the section on ‘Context’ Somersal
Herbert was originally designated a Conservation
Area by West Derbyshire on 11th December 1979.
The description from the original designation is as
follows:-

The 1979 boundary was originally drawn to
encompass the ‘natural bowl’ in which the
settlement lies and to protect important views of
the Hall particularly from the south and west. In
1971 much of the surrounding land had extensive
areas of ‘ridge and furrow’ evident in the landscape.

Somersal Herbert is one of the most picturesque villages in
southern Derbyshire and consists of scattered buildings in a
hollow framed by meadows and mature trees. It is
distinguished by The Hall (listed Grade II* in 1979) which
is 16th century around an earlier core and is probably the
finest half-timbered manor house in the County. There were
two separate manors in Somersal Herbert as early as 1086
and one of these passed to the Fitzherbert family, who built
the Hall. Evidence has recently come to light that the hall
belonging to the other manor, that of the Montgomery family,
may be part of another building in the village, currently being
restored. This is The Cottage (Grade II*) where work has
revealed a very fine 15th century close studded frame,
previously hidden by render. In addition to these two major
items, other buildings of note include the Old Cottage (Grade
II), a restored thatched, timber-framed house of circa 1600,
the Church of St. Peter, rebuilt 1836 and 1847 but still
possessing its mediaeval cross and font; and imposing
Victorian houses at the top of the village.

When considering designation of a conservation
area it is not normally appropriate (under the
current English Heritage Conservation Area
guidance), to include large areas of undeveloped
landscape purely to create a ‘buffer’ around an area,
or in order to restrict development, unless there are
significant historic or archaeological reasons for the
inclusion of that land. However, the original 1979
boundary, which did encapsulate a large extent of
the surrounding landscape, endeavoured to retain
the ‘setting’ of the hamlet within its natural ‘bowl’ in
the landscape and at that time included extensive
areas of ridge and furrow.
It is therefore considered that the current
Conservation Area boundary should remain as
originally designated in 1979 and no changes are
proposed to the boundary.

Somersal Herbert is at the moment (1979) a completely
unspoilt settlement, but pressures for development should be
anticipated and great care to ensure the character of the
village, which depends to a high degree on the subtle balance
of houses and the green spaces between, is not damaged by
unsuitable infill schemes. The fabric of the old properties is
also under pressure from the effects of age and the possibility
of substantial grant aid for repair works, which becomes
available on the designation of a conservation area could be of
great value here. An immediate case for assistance could be
Montgomery hall, which has suffered extensively from
prolonged neglect.
The West Derbyshire Conservation Advisory
Committee supported the designation of a
Conservation Area, as did the Parish Council and
the boundary was drawn up in consultation with
those two bodies in 1979.
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