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Conservation Area Appraisal

5. Landscape Context

Land is used predominantly for dairy cattle and
stock rearing on improved permanent pasture,
with some arable farming of wheat, oats, barley
and oil seed rape where local topography and
soil conditions are suitable.

LANDSCAPE CONTEXT

Landscape Character
The Conservation Area falls within the
Needwood and South Derbyshire Claylands
landscape character area and is divided between
two different landscape character types:
•
•

The intensively farmed fields have little in the
way of ecological value.
Patches of wet
grassland with rushes do occur where drainage is
impeded and areas of unimproved grassland
occupy some of the steeper slopes and provide
local floristic interest. In theses circumstances
terrestrial corridors comprising well-managed
field boundary hedgerows with hedgerow trees
and a network of watercourses with dense
riparian trees are particularly valuable.
Occasional marl pits support base rich wetland
communities.

The Settled Farmlands landscape type,
including land within the central and
western parts.
The
Settled
Plateau
Farmlands
landscape type, which includes higher
ground in the east.

Settled Farmlands landscape type
A dense line of trees follows Brocksford Brook

Landscape Character Map

Small blocks of woodland, some of it ancient,
occupy the steeper slopes where heathland
vegetation can also be found characterised by
bracken within the hedgerows and roadside
verges.
Though woodland is quite poorly represented
tree cover remains dense with mature boundary
and watercourse trees densely scattered
throughout. Occasional small belts of woodland
and shelterbelts also occur. The trees filter
views through the landscape creating a strong
sense of enclosure everywhere except for the
highest ground in the east.

Conservation Area boundary

Needwood and South Derbyshire Claylands

Settled farmlands
Settled Plateau Farmlands
The landform of the Conservation Area is
strongly influenced by the underlying geology. In
the east, sandstones and shales, which form the
higher ground, extend into the area as a narrow
ridge between the valleys of the Brocksford and
Broughton Brooks. Lower ground in the centre
and west is underlain with mudstones and
siltstones. This creates an undulating to gently
rolling landscape.

An undulating landscape with a dense network of
hedgerows and mature hedgerow trees – Grove Lane
looking south
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The farmed landscape comprises small to
medium sized semi-regular fields enclosed by
hedgerows. The pattern remains largely intact
though there has been some amalgamation of
the fields particularly in areas of arable farming.
Many hedgerows are species rich – hawthorn,
holly, hazel, blackthorn, dogrose and others –
which is a general indication of age and maturity.

embankments are created within the road verges
as a result.

Vegetation
In spite of the agricultural nature of the area,
views across the Conservation Area give the
impression of a well-vegetated landscape.

For Trees and Woodland – See Figure 8

Grade II Agricultural Land
Best and most versatile agricultural land is a
national resource that needs protection for
future generations.
Development is not
permitted on land so designated except under
circumstances detailed within local planning
policy. Land on the eastern side of the
Conservation Area - and beyond - is designated
as Grade II Agricultural Land.

A well-vegetated landscape – trees and hedgerows obscure
views of the village (in the middle distance) from high
ground to the north east

Protected Trees
The Conservation Area designation provides all
trees with a stem girth of 75 mm and above
measured one metre above ground level with a
measure of protection. No felling, lopping or
topping of these trees is permitted without
providing six weeks notice to the Council.

Hedgerows and hedgerow trees provide the
principal structure. Hedgerows contain a wide
variety of species but are mainly composed of
midland hawthorn, holly, elm, blackthorn and
sycamore with smaller quantities of dog rose,
privet, elder ivy and hazel. Hedgerow trees are
mainly oak which are densely scattered
throughout with ash and sycamore to a lesser
degree.

Public Rights of Way
The rights of way system including footpaths,
green lanes and bridleways is a most important
means of access to and enjoyment of the
countryside and is protected by local planning
policy.

Particular features are the hedgerows, hedgerow
trees and associated embankments either side of
the roads where they are cut into the slope. The
hedgerows themselves over-grow the lanes
creating a tunnel effect. Species such as
foxglove, campion, herb Robert, white
deadnettle, bracken etc have become established
on the shaded embankments.

Derbyshire dales District Council records show
relatively few public footpaths traversing open
fields within the Conservation Area (see Fig 8).
Landscape Setting

Topography
Somersal Herbert occupies a natural bowl within
a rolling landscape. The land rises relatively
steeply to wrap around the village on its
northern and eastern sides with levels ranging
from a low point of 97.2 AOD metres at the
centre of the village to 133 metres at the top of
Willow Bank. Even on the southern side Grove
Lane rises slightly as it leaves the village before
falling away.
The slopes are intermittently incised by water
courses/ drainage ditches between which
localised ridge lines have been created. Church
Lane, Marston Road and Willow Bank follow
these ridgelines being cut into the steeper slopes
in order to ease the gradient. Steep sided

Marston Road
Dense lines of trees follow the water courses –
particularly Brocksford Brook which forms the
western boundary of the Conservation Area.
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Here common alder, white willow, sycamore,
hawthorn, elder and bramble line the banks.
Elsewhere, ash is common along the drainage
ditches along with white willow elder and
hawthorn.

and there is an avenue of lime trees on the
southern side of the churchyard. Mature oak
trees lie within gardens and hedgerows on the
northern side of the Hall and churchyard, with
yew trees on its eastern side. There is a hedge of
copper beech on the western side of Grove
Lane.

A substantial belt of plantation woodland
occupies slopes on the northern side of Willow
Bank, on land associated with Montgomery
House. Elsewhere, smaller plantations of silver
birch, ash and sycamore are evident on the
eastern side of Grove Lane, while small copses
of oak, lime, and sycamore associated with field
margins and marl pits/ponds are sparsely
scattered throughout.

Within the churchyard efforts have been made
to retain part of the area in the south eastern
corner as wild flower meadow. At the time of
survey this included bird’s foot trefoil, vetch
spp., plantains, clovers and self heal in addition
to the grass species. Specimen trees and shrubs
include holly, mock orange, cypress, horse
chestnut, lilac and flowering currant.

Single specimen oak trees, which stand in
isolation within fields on the south western side
of the church, are a particular feature.

Wild flower meadow in the churchyard
At the very centre of the village the main
landscape feature that dominates all else
comprises six, very tall, Lombardy poplar trees.

Specimen oak tree
Within the village itself and its immediate
vicinity planting associated with the grounds of
the Hall and St Peter’s churchyard is most
particularly prominent.

Lombardy poplars in the centre of the village
Other planting features include the willow tree at
the eastern end of Church Lane; a belt of Scots
pine at the northern end of Somersal cottages; a
large Wellingtonia tree within the grounds of
Montgomery House and numerous specimen
trees, ornamental shrubs, fruit trees and clipped
roadside hedging associated with private
gardens.

Churchyard with a belt of Scots pine in the background
This includes a belt of Scots pine which marks
the western boundary of The Hall. Coniferous
trees and hedging line the southern boundary
22

At the top end of Willow Bank at its junction
with Somersal Lane the Methodist Church
stands in a relatively isolated location. The
churchyard is bounded by hedgerows of
hawthorn and elm and contains a number of
green and gold cypress trees, holly and a mature
ash.

Mature ash in the Methodist churchyard
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