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3. Archaeological Significance

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE
The Historic Environment Record contains only a
few references to finds made within the vicinity of
Somersal Herbert. These relate to a Bronze Age
flanged axe found in the mid 19th century and a
Neolithic polished stone axe found in a ploughed
field in 1961. Whilst these rare finds suggest that
early man was living in the vicinity they confer little
further knowledge to the earliest origins of the
settlement. There are no recorded ancient
monuments in the vicinity and the only Scheduled
Monument is the ‘cross’ in the churchyard
(Monument No. 23348) which is of 14th or 15th
century date.

Surviving ridge & furrow in the field to the west of The Hall
The current road & lane layout/system of the
settlement has early origins and relates to the
topography of the area. Many of the roads/lanes are
very narrow with high sides (often referred to as
‘holloways’). As a fossilized network this has some
archaeological, and historical, importance to the
character and appearance of the village.

Moving forward into the Roman period the road
between Derby and Rocester lies a mile or so to the
north of the village. This road (known as Derby
Lane) ran in an almost straight line, east to west.
Parts of the Roman road are still in use and other
parts have been ‘by-passed’ and now lie under
fields. No Roman Period finds have been recorded
from the area.
A settlement existed here at the time of the
Domesday survey (1086) which suggests that a late
Anglo-Saxon settlement was established towards the
end of the first millennium. No physical evidence or
finds have been recorded from that period or the
early Norman period.
It was in the Anglo-Saxon period and into the
Norman period that the settlement became
established. This early settlement was, most
probably all of timber frame construction, with the
exception of the church. As timber-framing has a
relatively limited life-span (unless constantly
repaired and maintained) it is probable that the early
timber-framed buildings decayed and were not
rebuilt or were re-constructed.

One of the narrow, deep, lanes entering the village
In the surrounding landscape to the village the early
maps indicate a large number of ponds or body’s of
water. These may be the result of digging for local
clays to make bricks.

As the village evolved its surrounding field pattern
was established. The earliest field enclosures were
located close to the village itself. Some of the
medieval field patterns can still be seen, fossilized
with hedging. The medieval field system, the
remains of which can be identified by ridge &
furrow surrounded the village nucleus. The aerial
photograph of 1971 shows a considerable amount
of this remaining. Since then, however, much has
been ploughed out. There are still visible remains of
ridge & furrow which have survived. This is
particularly evident in the large field to the west of
The Hall. It is possible that the large field to the
west of The Hall has retained its ridge & furrow as a
consequence of it being turned into a small ‘park’
associated with the Hall.

The historic maps indicate that a number of
properties have been lost over time. Their former
locations are marked on Figure 7. It is probable that
these sites may still retain archaeological deposits
which may be of significance and interest should
any modern development cause them to be
disturbed.
Within the village framework there is a reasonable
expectation that archaeological deposits and
evidence relating to the medieval and post-medieval
periods survive below ground. Such evidence may
be brought to light during excavation work for new
services or new dwellings/extensions.
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