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2. Origins & Development

• Topography
• Historical Development

ORIGINS & HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT
OF THE AREA

Somersal Heath denoting the type of pasture in the
area.

This section is not intended to be a full history of the settlement but a brief
overview of its origins & development.

The earliest, accurate map of the settlement is the
tithe map of 1843 (Fig. 4). The layout of the
settlement is recognisable although the map does
depict a number of interesting points worthy of
discussion. The road entering the village from the
south east is named Hill Town Lane – recording its
association with Hill Somersal. The road leading
directly south from the village is Grove Lane (a
name it retains). Of the two roads leading out of the
village in a north west and north east direction the
former is named Narrow Lane. The latter is not
named but the straight section beyond Hill Farm is
denoted as ‘Public Carriage Way’. Narrow Lane led
beyond the farmstead through the fields and
eventually led to Doveridge. This is now a private
track and terminates just beyond the farmstead. The
fields around the village were criss-crossed with
footways – some of which survive and others which
have been lost. Some of these may have been
ancient routeways to various destinations in the
vicinity.

Topography
The general topography of the area is of gentle,
rolling, hills, hedged field boundaries and areas of
trees and woodland. The settlement itself lies in a
shallow dip and is reached by way of narrow,
ancient, lanes. In its location and access it seems
remote, secretive and deeply embedded in the
English countryside. To the west is the Brocksford
Brook, itself lying in a shallow valley.
Historical Development
The Domesday Book of 1086 includes an entry for
‘Sommersale’ which can be identified as the original
settlement. No church is mentioned in the
Domesday Book. At the time of the Domesday
survey there were two manors held by Alcher and
Alric whose overlord was Henry de Ferrers. The
Fitzherbert family held the manor from the early
13th century and retained it until the last male heir
died in 1803 – almost 600 years. The Fitzherberts
returned to the Hall in the 1870s, finally selling up
in 1955.

The tithe map depicts the village in 1843
representing a very small community. It is opined
that the number of properties within the settlement
had changed very little since the medieval period. In
1843 the village comprised about 12 houses and the
church.

The settlement itself is correctly called Somersal
although it obtained the suffix ‘Herbert’ after the
Fitzherbert family. This is similar to the nearby
settlement of Marston taking the suffix
Montgomery (after the Montgomery family). The
suffix ‘Herbert’ has been used from at least the 17th
century although the name Church Somershall was
also frequently used. A map of Derbyshire dated
1676 names the village ‘Somersall’ but a century
later (1767) it is recorded on a Derbyshire map as
Church Somershall. The tithe map of 1843 names it
“Somershall
Herbert
otherwise
Church
Somershall”. The name appears to have lost the ‘h’
and the second ‘l’ (to become Somersal) in the early
20th century (as the OS map of 1901 records
‘Somershall Herbert’). By 1922 (OS 3rd Edition) the
village is recorded as ‘Somersal Herbert’.

An aerial photograph of the village taken in 1971
depicts the extent to which the medieval ridge and
furrow had survived up to that date. Since then
much more has been lost. The remnants of this
medieval field system are important as it records the
agricultural livelihood of the community. The extent
of the 1971 ridge & furrow is depicted on Fig 6.
All ancient settlements were dependant on a supply
of fresh water. The Brocksford Brook lies a short
distance to the west of the village, however, a
couple of narrow streams are recorded on the
Ordnance Survey map (1901) – one running directly
north to south and another to the east, both of
which are still running.
The 2nd edition Ordnance Survey map of 1901
(Fig.5) depicts a number of small changes in the
intervening 58 years since the tithe map. Five
buildings have been demolished since 1843. The
location of these is shown on Fig. 7. The principal
development is the construction of a new Rectory
(now known as The Grange), and the construction
of a new farmstead – ‘Somersal Farm’. Other
changes include the formation of an orchard in a
field to the south of the church and immediately

The parish itself is small, bounded entirely on its
western side by the Brocksford Brook. On the
eastern side – just outside the parish boundary – are
Potters Somersal (to the north), Hill Somersal (to
the east) and Somersal Heath (to the south). These
names, which are not villages in their own right, are
descriptive in nature – Potter Somersal denoting a
history of pottery making using the local clays, Hill
Somersal denoting its topographical height and
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west of The Hall and orchards to the east and west
of Montgomery House (then known as The
Cottage). The 1901 map indicates an ‘old clay pit’
cut into the western side of the lane leading up to
Hill Farm. The cutting can still be seen and may
have been a pit for obtaining clay for the local
pottery industry based at Potter Somersal. A water
works (by Uttoxeter UDC) was constructed on the
north side of Hill Town Lane (east of Montgomery
House) in the late 19th century.
The 2nd edition OS map was revised in 1899 but not
published until 1901. The Methodist Chapel on the
corner of Hill Town Lane and Bowling Alley Lane
is dated ‘1900’ and for the reason given above was
not recorded on the OS map. A spate of
development took place in the early years of the 20th
century. Grove Cottages were built in 1904, the
Village Hall in 1905 and the church tower & lychgate in 1912. All of this was instigated (and partially
or wholly paid for by William Fitzherbert who
occupied The Hall at this time.
The 3rd OS map of 1922 records very little change
from that of 1901, with the exception of the
Methodist Chapel, Grove Cottages and the Village
Hall (or ‘Church Room’ as it was recorded).
The aerial photograph taken in 1971 depicts the
settlement with little or no change since prior to
World War I. Between 1971 and present day a
significant amount of development has occurred.
Three large houses have been constructed to the
west of Montgomery House, and another three to
the south side of Willow Bank (Hill Town Lane) –
south-west of Montgomery House. Other
development has included a number of large
modern farmbuildings at Somersal Farm, Hill Farm,
Montgomery House and off Grove Lane.
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