Somersal Herbert
Conservation Area Appraisal

1. Somersal Herbert in Context

results) as the ward information (Norbury Ward)
covers a large geographical area which includes
other villages, notably Marston Montgomery.
Similarly the Parish data for Somersal Herbert is
also linked to Marston Montgomery which is a
much larger village and any percentage figures for
population, household, tenure etc. are therefore
compromised.

SOMERSAL HERBERT IN CONTEXT
Derbyshire Dales
The Derbyshire Dales are located within the East
Midlands and form most of the western side of the
County of Derbyshire. The Derbyshire Dales
District covers an area of approximately 79,000
hectares (307 sq miles) and comprises some of the
most diverse and beautiful scenic areas in Britain.
The Peak District National Park covers over half
the area of the Dales and is responsible for the
planning functions in that area. Outside of the Peak
District National Park, Derbyshire Dales covers
approximately 33,000 hectares (128 sq miles) of
land with a total population of around 45,000.
Within the District itself there are 32 Conservation
Areas and around 1330 listed buildings.

However, apart from the agricultural occupations
associated with the local farms, the hub of the
village comprises large individual detached
properties where it is likely that residents are either
retired, commute to work or work from home.
Statutory Designations
Conservation Area Status
A Conservation Area is an “area of special architectural
or historic interest the character or appearance of which it is
desirable to preserve or enhance.” Conservation Areas can
be designated by the local Council, the County
Council, English Heritage, or the Secretary of State.
In Derbyshire Dales District (outside the National
Park) there are 33 Conservation Areas. Some of
these conservation areas have boundaries, which
continue into neighbouring administrative areas.

The majority of the District is rural in character and
comprises attractive areas of countryside
interspersed with a large number of villages and
hamlets. The main settlements within the District
are Matlock (population 9700), Wirksworth
(population 5200) and Ashbourne (population
7000).
There is a definite contrast in landscape ranging
from rugged uplands in the north to the softer
fertile agricultural land in the south. Equally there is
a diverse range of building materials; from the
creamy pink sandstones, buff grit-stone, grey-white
limestone and charcoal grey slates found
predominantly in the north; to the warm orange-red
brick, bluish hues of Staffordshire clay tiles and
sepia browns of thatch and timber framing found
further south.

Somersal Herbert was originally designated a
Conservation Area by West Derbyshire on 11th
December 1979. It currently covers an area of 91.5
hectares.
The following is an outline from 1979 of the
proposal to designate Somersal Herbert as a
Conservation Area.
Somersal Herbert is one of the most picturesque villages in
southern Derbyshire and consists of scattered buildings in a
hollow framed by meadows and mature trees. It is
distinguished by The Hall (listed Grade II* in 1979) which
is 16th century around an earlier core and is probably the
finest half-timbered manor house in the County. There were
two separate manors in Somersal Herbert as early as 1086
and one of these passed to the Fitzherbert family, who built
the Hall. Evidence has recently come to light that the hall
belonging to the other manor, that of the Montgomery family,
may be part of another building in the village, currently being
restored. This is The Cottage (Grade II*) where work has
revealed a very fine 15th century close studded frame,
previously hidden by render. In addition to these two major
items, other buildings of note include the Old Cottage (Grade
II), a restored thatched, timber-framed house of circa 1600,
the Church of St. Peter, rebuilt 1836 and 1847 but still
possessing its mediaeval cross and font; and imposing
Victorian houses at the top of the village.

Location
The small hamlet of Somersal Herbert lies to the
extreme south-west of the Derbyshire Dales
District, circa 7 miles to the south of Ashbourne.
Uttoxeter and Ashbourne are the nearest principal
towns and the village is reached from the A50
which also provides access to the major routes of
the M1, M6 and A38. See Figure 1.
Population
Somersal Herbert Conservation Area includes circa
35 buildings. Apart from the Church of St Peter, the
Methodist Church, the village hall, and agricultural
buildings associated with local farms, the majority
of buildings are in residential occupation.
Unfortunately it is difficult to extrapolate
population / household data from the last available
Census results in 2001 (pending 2011 Census
3

Somersal Herbert is at the moment (1979) a completely
unspoilt settlement, but pressures for development should be
anticipated and great care to ensure the character of the
village, which depends to a high degree on the subtle balance
of houses and the green spaces between, is not damaged by
unsuitable infill schemes. The fabric of the old properties is
also under pressure from the effects of age and the possibility
of substantial grant aid for repair works, which becomes
available on the designation of a conservation area could be of
great value here. An immediate case for assistance could be
Montgomery hall, which has suffered extensively from
prolonged neglect.

Outbuildings to the north-east of the Hall,
Church Lane. Grade II

•

Gate Piers and attached walls of the Hall,
Church Lane. Grade II

•

Montgomery House (formerly Cottage
Farm), Church Lane. Grade II*

•

Barn to rear of Montgomery House,
Church Lane. Grade II

•

Church of St. Peter, Church Lane. Grade II

•

Churchyard Cross, Church Lane. Grade II

•

Lychgate to the Church of St. Peter,
Church Lane. Grade II

•

The Old Cottage, Church Lane. Grade II

Church Cottage, Church Lane. Grade II

•

Telephone Kiosk, Church Lane. Grade II

Monuments are given ‘Scheduled’ status by English
Heritage on behalf of the Department of Culture,
Media and Sport as recognition of their national
importance and to ensure that the monument is
protected from damage, destruction or unnecessary
interference. Any development (including works for
which planning permission or listed building
consent are required) which may affect a Scheduled
Monument, would be dealt with directly by English
Heritage and not by the Local Planning Authority.

Buildings and structures can be listed Grade I,
Grade II* or Grade II dependent upon their special
interest. In Somersal Herbert Conservation Area the
following 12 structures are listed:-

•

•

Scheduled Monument
There is one Scheduled Monument which is the
Standing Cross in the Churchyard of St. Peters
Church. Full details can be found in Appendix 2.

Listed Buildings
‘Listed’ buildings are buildings and structures
included on the ‘List of Buildings of Special
Architectural or Historic Interest’. Buildings are
‘listed’ by English Heritage in conjunction with the
Department of Culture, Media and Sport.

Somersal Hall, Church Lane. Grade I

Hill Farmhouse, Marston Road. Grade II

The listed buildings are shown on Figure 3. Full
details can be found in Appendix 1.

The West Derbyshire Conservation Advisory
Committee supported the designation of a
Conservation Area, as did the Parish Council and
the boundary was drawn up in consultation with
those two bodies in 1979. The boundary was drawn
to encompass the natural bowl in which the
settlement lies and to protect important views of
the Hall particularly from the south and west

•

•
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Conservation Area
Boundary

Listed Buildings

1

The Hall, Church Lane. Grade I

2

Outbuildings to the north-east
of the Hall, Church Lane. Grade II

3

Gate Piers and attached walls
of the Hall, Church Lane. Grade II

4

Montgomery House (formerly
Cottage Farm), Church Lane.
Grade II*

5

Barn to rear of Montgomery
House, Church Lane. Grade II

6

Church of St. Peter, Church
Lane. Grade II
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9

Churchyard Cross, Church
Lane. Grade II - This is also a
Scheduled Monument
(Scheduled 8.8.94)

8

Lychgate to the Church of
St. Peter, Church Lane. Grade II

9

The Cottage, Church
Lane. Grade II

10

Hill Farmhouse, Marston Road.
Grade II

11

Church Cottage, Church Lane.
Grade II

12

Telephone Kiosk, Church Lane.
Grade II
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