Shirley
Conservation Area Appraisal

7. Structures and Spaces

dwellings and holiday lets and either form a ‘row’ or
are semi-detached.

STRUCTURES AND SPACES
In order to guide development, in terms of its
design, scale, form and materials, which is
appropriate within a conservation area there needs
to be a clear definition of the special character and
appearance of that area. One of the key
considerations is therefore a formal recognition of
the overall character and appearance of the
buildings and spaces that make up the area.
Shirley Conservation Area comprises a compact
group of traditional buildings with a strong sense of
physical containment, encompassed within the core
of the village. There are a limited number of
properties in the Conservation Area, which are not
in residential use. Unfortunately some of the earlier
uses associated with the buildings has been lost,
such as the school and post office. Some of the
buildings remain in agricultural use. However,
whilst demonstrating a village of a more ‘dormitory’
nature, its sense of community appears to have been
retained, which centres on the Church and the
Public House. There is also an active Parish
Council.

Church Row
Whilst most properties have small front gardens,
some of the cottages have been built directly onto
the lane. Rear gardens are larger and many of the
properties enjoy a generous sized plot.
Views
Within the Conservation Area, the views are mostly
contained within the localised streetscene. The
churchyard to the Church of St. Michael and the
area to the west of Blake House Farm, allow ‘open’
views beyond the perimeter of the village. Despite
the village being surrounded by expansive
agricultural land, this is not evident from within the
central core of the Conservation Area. Within this
village core, views of buildings are restrained and
restricted, with views out of the Conservation Area
along Derby Lane, Church Lane, Park Lane, Hall
Lane and Mill Lane all disappearing into extensive
vegetation at village access and egress points.

Much of the 20th century development, beyond the
confines of the Conservation Area boundary, is
aligned to benefit from views out from the village.
The historic properties within the village core are
generally ‘inward looking’, predominantly facing
onto the lane.

Many properties are ‘inward’ looking onto the street
There are exceptions to this such as Thatched
Cottage, which faces south-west, and many of the
agricultural buildings which tend to be aligned
parallel to the roads / lanes, have their gables facing
onto the lanes.

View along Derby Lane
The Church of St Michael is a major focal point in
the context of the village centre, but there are only
limited views of this building from approaches into
the area from the north and west. The principal
aspect of the building is its tower, as seen from
Church Lane. The Saracen’s Head also forms a key
focal building within the Conservation Area, due in

Generally most of the properties are detached and
are built of two storeys with some short ranges of
terraces, such as Church Row. Farms and associated
barns have, in some cases, been converted to
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part to its function as a public house/restaurant and
in its overall colour, which contrasts against the
red/brown hues of the prevailing brickwork in the
village.

Features& Details in the Streetscene
In respect of features or details associated with the
Conservation Area which add to its special
character and appearance, there are several which
merit attention:
Chimneys:
One of the most noticeable features within the
Conservation Area is the visual and physical
presence of chimney stacks and their associated
pots (see Section 4). There are around 40 plus stacks
surviving in the Conservation Area and the
contribution made to the local sense of place and
character by these impressive architectural elements
should be valued and retained wherever possible.

St. Michaels, a landmark building within the village
There are relatively few ‘open’ areas of land within
the Conservation Area. These relate mainly to the
churchyard surrounding the Church of St. Michael
and to land on the western side of the Conservation
Area associated with the Thatched Cottage and
Blake House Farm.

Chimneys ‘pierce’ the skyline on Derby Lane

Chimneys add interest to the overall context of the area
Walls :
There are a limited number of walls, mostly
retaining structures, within the Conservation Area
(see Fig 11). These include:-

Above: Land within the Churchyard
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The brick wall and brick soldier course
coping on the corner of Derby Lane and
Church Lane, which forms a gently curving
retaining structure at the junction.

Wall at Derby Lane and Church Lane
-

Retaining wall at St. Michaels Church

The historic brick retaining wall, with flat
stone coping that borders Thirwell Farm. A
modern brick wall has been constructed
onto Meadowside Close which forms the
boundary of the Conservation Area

-

The stone wall to the south of Rectory
Cottage.

Wall to south of Rectory Cottage
Wall at Thirwell Farm
-

Other features of note:

The stone wall to the Old Rectory, also a
curved retaining structure facing onto
Church Lane.

-

The K6 telephone box and the associated
post box, which although not ‘listed’
structures, introduce a splash of colour
along Derby Lane and add to the sense of
the village community. The adjacent
property was previously the Post Office.

Retaining wall to the Rectory and St Michael’s Church
-

The stone boundary wall with ‘saddleback’
copings to the Church of St. Michael which
borders Church Lane.

The telephone kiosk & post box add to the local sense
of place
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-

The milk churns and stand fronting
Thirwell Farm and the Saracen’s Head
which help retain history associated with
the village, as well as a sense of nostalgia.

The milk stand and churn
-

The decorative barge boards to the former
School House & School Masters House…

-

The iron railings surrounding a memorial
within the churchyard……

and
-
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The decorative gargoyles/water spouts on
the Church tower.

