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ARCHITECTURAL & HISTORIC QUALITY

General Characteristics:
The predominant building material is red brick with
the occasional/rare use of stonework. The parish
church is wholly built of stone representing its
permanency and endurance, as is part of the
adjacent Old Rectory. Render is evident on a few
buildings. Roofs are predominantly laid with
Staffordshire Blue plain clay tiles, with one example
of the use of thatch. Large & decorative
chimneystacks are a predominant feature of many
properties. See section on ‘Building Materials and Details’.
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*
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Churchyard Cross
South of the church is the Old Rectory. This
property is believed to have 14th century origins.
The official ‘listing’ description states, “in the roof
space in the gable end towards the church is
reputed to be the jamb and hoodmould with head
stops of a 14th century window”. If this exists then
it points to part of this particular building being of
early origin and may, perhaps have been the home
of the parish priest. The buildings’ architectural
history is complex and has been assessed by the
Derby Buildings Record in 1995.

*

Pre 17th century:
The parish church of St Michael is of ancient
foundation with possible Norman (11th century)
origins. However, a vestige of this period, a
tympanum or lintel from the Norman period
survives built into the east wall of the north aisle
(when it was constructed in 1842). The Norman
chancel arch survived until the restoration of the
church in 1842. Apart from the Norman
tympanum, the earliest part of the existing fabric
dates from the 14th century and comprises the
chancel (excluding the east window which is 15th
century) and the south aisle, including the south
arcade with octagonal columns and doublechamfered arches. The tracery windows in the south
aisle also date from the 14th century.

Attached to the Old Rectory is a barn which
contains two separate crucks. The barn was
investigated by the Derby Buildings Record in 1995
and it was opined, at that time, that the crucks may
date to the early 15th century.

17th century:
On the western side of the road through the village,
and set well back from the street line is a thatched
cottage which has 17th century origins and contains
within its fabric some timber-framing. The planform displays a ‘baffle’ entry reminiscent of 17th
century cottages. Whilst some early fabric survives
the property has been altered and extended in the
19th and 20th centuries.

Church of St Michael
To the south of the church, within the churchyard,
is a Cross. This comprises a square, stepped stone
plinth of three steps surmounted by a square
pedestal or plinth and a small part of an octagonal
stone shaft. The Cross is believed to date from the
15th century.

Thatched Cottage
The Old Rectory also displays evidence of 17th
century work. In an internal upper wall is a blocked
2-light chamfered stone mullioned window
(according to the official ‘listing’ description). The
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attached barn may also have evidence of the mid
17th century when the crucks were re-used to form a
stable and hayloft.

The church was restored in 1842 (New north aisle)
and the tower built in 1861.
To the north of the church land was given for the
building of a village school (a National School) in
1844. This comprised a schoolroom and an attached
Master’s House. The porch of the Master’s House
bears a plaque indicating the date of construction.

18th century:
The Saracen’s Head Public House is dated 1791. It
takes its name from the crest of the Shirley family
which is a Saracen’s head, as Sewallis, an ancestor of
the Shirley’s died fighting against the Saracen’s
during the Crusades.

The Saracen’s Head PH
Former School & School Master’s House

Thirwell Farm is located to the south of the
Saracens Head. Its south elevation presents a
symmetrical façade which, architecturally, appears
to date from the late 18th century.

The barn attached to the Old Rectory was rebuilt,
re-using the crucks (again) in the later 19th century.

Thirwell Farm
Barn attached to the Old Rectory

It is probable that a number of other cottages in the
village were constructed during the 18th century,
however, their vernacular nature does not enable
precise dating and some could be early 19th century.

Opposite the Saracen’s Head is a row of three
cottages. These were built in the early 19th century,
however, the southern cottage displays a number of
blocked ventilation slits which indicate that this part
of the row may originally have been a barn attached
to a cottage or cottages.

19th century:
A large number of buildings date from the 19th
century, however, some of these could be rebuildings of earlier (18th century) buildings.
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Within the Conservation Area itself there are no
prominent buildings that date from the 20th century,
with the exception of a brick outbuilding to the
south of the barn at the Old Rectory (built circa.
1910-20).
In 2008 an extension to the Saracen’s Head was
approved.

Cottages opposite the Saracen’s Head
On Derby Lane is a property named Old Farm
House. The lower part of this building is believed to
date from the 16th century, however, externally this
appears to be of 18th or 19th century date. The
house was extended in 1793 (date inscribed in
brickwork on the west elevation) and raised in
height in the 1830s.

Old Farm House

19th century farmbuildings adjacent to Blake House Farm
There are 19th century ancillary buildings to the rear
of the Saracen’s Head.

20th century:
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BUILDING MATERIALS & DETAILS
Walling Materials:

Brickwork
The predominant walling material is red brick. This
can be seen used on the vast majority of the
buildings and structures in the Conservation Area.
The prevalent use of brick is as a result of the
topography and geology of the area. It is an area
that does not have a superabundance of stone
within easy reach of the settlement but does have an
abundance of clay from which bricks can be easily
made. The absence of stone for structural use, such
as lintels to doors and windows led to the use
(which is common in brick areas) of the, structural,
brick segmental arch. This is to be found on many
of the brick buildings in the area. The colour of the
bricks, and their method of laying are important
(and distinctive) attributes of the brickwork
buildings within the Conservation Area.
The Old Farmhouse, also depicting a mix of stone and
brickwork
The Saracen’s Head PH is constructed from
brickwork but has been given a painted finish.

A typical example of red brickwork
There are a couple of examples of stonework and
brickwork mixed – this may be representative of an
earlier stone building being altered and extended
with brickwork.

Painted brickwork at the Saracen’s Head PH
A distinctive characteristic to a number of the
properties within the Conservation Area is the
decorative brickwork used for eaves and verges.
Many of the verge details are very similar using
‘sawtooth’ brickwork. The presence of this detailing
on a number of properties has a homogenising
effect which links many of the buildings within the
Conservation Area.

The Old Rectory depicting a mix of stone and brickwork
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Render
There are a few examples of the use of render
within the settlement. These are to be found,
principally, on Swallows Nest Cottage, Church View
& Church View Cottage, The Old School and
Thatched Cottage.

Church View Cottage
Example of the decorative verge detailing

Stonework
The parish church represents the largest stone
constructed building in the settlement. The stone
for this building is most likely to have come from
East Staffordshire where ‘Hollington’ stone is still
being quarried. The Churchyard Cross is also
constructed entirely of stone.

Church View
The predominant render is a ‘roughcast’ with a
painted finish. That to Swallows Nest Cottage,
however, is a smooth finished render (with a
painted finish). Part of The Old School also has a
smooth, painted, render (with a mock timber
frame/truss to its gable end.

Stonework to the West Tower
Elsewhere within the settlement the use of stone is
uncommon being found used for the occasional cill,
lintel or decorative detailing.

Swallows Nest Cottage
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Thatched Cottage

Detail of the ‘roughcast’ render to Church View Cottage
The decorative tiled roofs to the Old School Masters House
& The Old School

Roof Coverings:
The predominant roofing material used within the
Conservation Area is clay tile. These are generally
known as ‘Staffordshire Blue’ clay tiles and are
accompanied by clay ridge tiles.

Typical example of clay roof tiles

Decorative tiles to the south porch roof

There are a few examples of decorative clay tiled
roofs within the Conservation Area. These are
located on the Old School Masters House and
attached Old School and on the south porch of the
parish church.

Other types of roof covering can be found within
the Conservation Area. These are thatch and slate.
There is only one example of the use of thatch and
only one example of Welsh slate within the
Conservation Area.

13

Thatched roof on ‘Thatched Cottage’

The variety of stacks, and their design/form
represent a distinctive and characteristic
architectural element within the Conservation Area.
Their presence on so many of the buildings gives
the distinct impression of an ‘estate’ village where
such details are more common. It is possible that
the influence of Osmaston Manor (demolished
1966), a great mid-Victorian house, to the east of
the village provided the impetus for such
architectural and decorative details as a method of
homogenising the character of the village.

Welsh slated roof to the barn attached to The Old Rectory
Chimneystacks:
All the historic buildings in the Conservation Area
have chimneystacks. In many cases these are
particularly large and prominent features which
appear to have been constructed as much for visual
show as for functionality. The predominant
construction material is red brick.
The images below are a selection of the large and
decorative chimneystacks found within the
Conservation Area.

Many of the stacks retain clay pots, some of which
may be original. As the majority of the brick stacks
date from the 19th century the presence of
polygonal and square pots (often known as ‘pylon’
pots) appear to confirm this date/period. There are
also present a number of circular pots of varying
sizes. Some of these could be 20th century
replacements.
14

In 1842 the north aisle was constructed and gothic
revival traceried windows inserted.

Traceried Gothic Revival window in the north aisle of the
church (1842)
Many of the properties display traditional timber
casement windows. These vary in size and form but
follow traditional construction techniques and
details. All the examples below have a painted finish
which is historically and traditionally the correct
appearance.

Windows & Doors:
The earliest windows, in terms of style, are the
stone traceried windows to the Parish Church
(south aisle) which date from the 14th century.

14th century traceried window in the south aisle of the parish
church. The leaded glazing is 19th century.

Traditional casement windows with horizontal glazing bars
at Church View Cottage
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An example of an ‘agricultural’ type window at a building
opposite The Old Post Office
A three-light timber casement window with horizontal
glazing bars at Rushmore House (note the use of blue brick
for the segmental arch)

A traditional casement window with one fixed section and
one opening section at The Old Farm. It has a (painted)
timber lintel and no cill.
An example of a 6 over 6 sash window at Thirwell Farm
(the only property within the Conservation Area to have sash
windows). Note the ‘skewed’ stone lintel, with keystone, and
cill
Within the Conservation Area there are some
examples of stained timber windows and UPVC
windows.
The survival of historic doors is uncommon within
the Conservation Area. Of those which are historic,
or are replicas or replacements of historic doors
their character is generally plain and simple. All
historic doors had a painted finish. In general terms
the paint colours used (historically) were of a dark
hue. Ironmongery was also generally plain and
simple, with the use of door knobs rather than lever
handles.

Multi-paned casement window at the Saracen’s Head PH
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Within the Conservation Area there are a number
of examples of 19th and early 20th century rooflights
– comprising a simple sheet of un-framed glass
(usually rectangular in form) set within the roof
covering. In their size, form and simplicity they do
not have any significant degree of visual impact to
the roofs on which they are located.
There are very few modern rooflights within the
Conservation Area which has contributed to the
retention of the distinctive characteristic of blank or
un-interrupted roof slopes/roofscapes.
Bargeboards & Dormers:

Example of a plain-boarded door and a simple four-panelled
door

Thatched Cottage has a pair of thatched dormers to
its roof.

Thatched dormer at Thatched Cottage
The Old School House displays the only example of
decorative, white painted, bargeboards within the
Conservation Area. The bargeboards are typical of
the Victorian period.

An unusual door opening forming a ‘gennel’

Decorative painted timber bargeboards (and associated finial)
at The Old School House
There are a few examples of dormers within the
Conservation Area. An early, 19th century, dormer
can be seen on The Old Farm. An agricultural type

Plain ‘agricultural’ type door (outward opening) with simple
strap hinges and hinge pins (set within a rebated opening)
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dormer can be seen on the farm buildings adjacent
to Blake House Farm.

Dormers at Church Lane Cottages
Gates & Gateways:
The gates to the parish church date from the midnineteenth century and comprise stone gate piers
topped with moulded pyramidal caps and oak gates
– a single-leaf, large, gate and a smaller pedestrian
gate. The oak gates have a Gothic design of open
trefoil lancets, small trefoil piercings and diagonal
boarding.

Dormer to The Old Farm

Gates at St Michael’s church
Thirwell Farm has an impressive pair of brick gate
piers topped with moulded stone caps. The current,
5-bar timber gates are of modern insertion.

Dormer (‘taking-in’ door) at farm buildings adjacent to
Blake House Farm

‘Catslide’ dormer on the rear roofslope at Thirwell Farm
The Old School House also has a ‘catslide’ dormer
located above the decorative porch.
The dormers to Church Lane Cottages sit within
the wall head and align with the wall plane. The
window frames themselves are of UPVC.

Gate pier and gate at Thirwell Farm
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An example of plain and simple stone gate piers
exists at the head of the drive way down to Blake
House Farm.

Pair of plain stone gate piers at the entrance to the driveway
to Blake House Farm
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