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1. Shirley in Context

SHIRLEY IN CONTEXT

Profile

Derbyshire Dales

Apart from the Church of St Michael and the
Saracen’s Head Public House the majority of
buildings in the village are in residential occupation.
The village school closed in 1963 and the building
became two dwellings.

The Derbyshire Dales are located within the East
Midlands and form most of the western side of the
County of Derbyshire. The Derbyshire Dales
District covers an area of approximately 79,000
hectares (307 sq miles) and comprises some of the
most diverse and beautiful scenic areas in Britain.
The Peak District National Park covers over half
the area of the Dales and is responsible for the
planning functions in that area. Outside of the Peak
District National Park, Derbyshire Dales covers
approximately 33,000 hectares (128 sq miles) of
land with a total population of around 45,000.
Within the District itself there are 32 Conservation
Areas and around 1330 listed buildings.

Unfortunately it is difficult to extrapolate
population / household data from the Ward profile,
and to some degree the Parish data (Census results
are taken from 2001 Census pending 2011 Census
results). This is due to the information for both the
Ward (Clifton and Bradley) and the County Parish
covering a relatively large geographical area which
includes surrounding villages and farmsteads.
However, the Parish data for Shirley is reasonably
comprehensive and a broad profile can be
ascertained from this, and previous Parish records.

The majority of the District is rural in character and
comprises attractive areas of countryside
interspersed with a large number of villages and
hamlets. The main settlements within the District
are Matlock (population 9700), Wirksworth
(population 5200) and Ashbourne (population
7000).

Population
In 2001 the total resident population of the Parish
was 255 compared with 259 in 1991. This total has
varied little over the decades of the 20th century
when in 1901 the number of inhabitants was
recorded as 235 and a hundred years earlier the
records indicate 244 inhabitants.

There is a definite contrast in landscape ranging
from rugged uplands in the north to the softer
fertile agricultural land in the south. Equally there is
a diverse range of building materials; from the
creamy pink sandstones, buff gritstone, grey-white
limestone and charcoal grey slates found
predominantly in the north; to the warm orange-red
brick, bluish hues of Staffordshire clay tiles and
sepia browns of thatch and timber framing found
further south.

However, 1851 saw a distinct increase in the
population figures as there were 387 inhabitants
recorded as living in 74 properties in the Parish of
Shirley. Of these 207 were males and 180 were
females (as compared with the more recent figures
in 2001 of 121 males and 133 females). Osmaston
Manor was completed in 1849 and this would have
required a greater number of staff to work on the
estate. This could be linked to the rise of the
population in the mid 1800’s.

Location
In 2001 there were 109 households, opposed to 65
recorded in the 1951 returns. In 1851 there were 74
households recorded and 50 circa 1800. The 2001
figures indicate a greater number of households
now exist but occupied by less individuals per
dwelling.

The small village of Shirley lies circa 4 miles to the
south-east of Ashbourne, which is the nearest
principal town, and 10 miles to the north-west of
Derby. The main approach into Shirley is from the
north and east via the A52 Derby Road.
To the east of the village Derby Lane links the
village centre to the A52, whilst Mill Lane extends
to the south-west leading to the village of Rodsley.
A route from Back Lane to the south-east of the
village leads to Hollington. Longford is due south
but with no direct vehicular route. Park Lane, which
is in part a narrow track, extends north-west
towards Osmaston and the surrounding land owned
by the Osmaston Estate.

Age structure
Currently, the highest percentage age structure is 25
– 64 years with 151 people in this category (59.4%),
the next highest being 65+ (17.7%) both sets of
figures being slightly higher than the average for
Derbyshire and England. The age category 5-15
years (10.2%) is however lower than the average for
both Derbyshire and England.

See Figure 1.
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Department of Culture, Media and Sport. Buildings
and structures can be listed Grade I, Grade II* or
Grade II dependent upon their extent of special
architectural or historic interest.

Occupation
Unemployment within the area is lower than the
Derbyshire and national average. The highest
category in respect of occupation is for managers
and senior officials (24.6%) and professional
(21.3%) occupations. The number of people
involved in manual occupations is low compared
with the rest of Derbyshire and England. The
majority of the workforce travel to work by private
car -70%, as opposed to 61% in England.

At the time of the Conservation Area designation,
only one of the buildings in the Conservation Area,
namely the Parish Church of St. Michael was a listed
building (listed in 1967). There are now 7 listed
entries within Shirley Conservation Area, the other
six entries being included on the statutory list in
1985.

Statutory Designations

The current ‘listed’ buildings are:

Conservation Area
A Conservation Area is an “area of special architectural
or historic interest the character or appearance of which it is
desirable to preserve or enhance.” Conservation Areas can
be designated by the local Council, the County
Council, English Heritage, or the Secretary of State.
In Derbyshire Dales District (outside the National
Park) there are 33 Conservation Areas. Some of
these conservation areas have boundaries, which
continue into neighbouring administrative areas.

•
•
•
•
•

Shirley was originally designated a Conservation
Area by West Derbyshire District Council on 13th
October 1981 (see Figure 3). Since 1981 there have
been no proposals to either extend or reduce its
boundary and no Character Appraisal has
previously been undertaken. It currently covers 2.6
hectares of land and includes 28 buildings.

•
•

From Council records it appears that whilst a
comprehensive analysis was not undertaken in 1981,
there was recognition, particularly from the Parish
Council to preserve the character of the village. The
following is an extract taken from a letter outlining
the historical points of significance in the village
(including reference to all the traditional buildings)
as submitted to the District Council in July 1981 by
the Parish Council:

The Church of St. Michael, Church Lane:
Grade II*
Churchyard Cross, Church Lane:
Grade II
The Old Rectory, Church Lane:
Grade II
Stable block at the Old Rectory, Church
Lane: Grade II
The Saracen’s Head Public House, Church
Lane:
Grade II
Terrace of 3 cottages opposite the
Saracen’s Head, 1-3 Church Lane
Grade II
Thatched Cottage, Off Church Lane:
Grade II

The listed buildings are shown on Figure 3. Full
details can be found in Appendix 1.
Within the Parish of Shirley but beyond the
confines of the Conservation Area boundary the
following buildings are also listed (all Grade II):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“The village now presents an agricultural / dormitory face,
but it is nevertheless still a community despite its only
amenities being the Church, the Post office and the pub.
Whilst it is accepted that taken as a whole there are sectors,
primarily of recent development, which present a less desirable
image, these are softening to the advent of years and it is
therefore the aim of the Parish Council to have regard to the
village as a whole and seek to ensure that no environmental
worsening occurs and that all possible steps are taken to
preserve a village of character”.

Shirley Hall, Derby Lane:
Stable block at Shirley Hall, Derby Lane:
Cow house at Shirley Hall, Derby Lane:
Old Vicarage, Hall Lane:
The Outlook, Hall Lane:
Yew Tree Cottage, Hall Lane:
Shirley Mill Farmhouse, Mill Lane:
Saw Mill, Park Lane:
Seasoning shed to west of Saw Mill:, Park
Lane

Scheduled Monument
There are no Scheduled Monuments in Shirley
Conservation Area.

Listed Buildings
‘Listed’ buildings are buildings and structures
included on the ‘List of Buildings of Special
Architectural or Historic Interest’. Buildings are
‘listed’ by English Heritage in conjunction with the
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