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8th February 2014
Our reference:
Your reference:

Dear Mike
Re: Neighbourhood Plan – Middleton by Wirksworth
Statement under Regulation 5(b) and (c) of the Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012
My Parish Council wishes to apply for approval for the setting of a neighbourhood area to begin
the process of establishing a Neighbourhood Plan for Middleton by Wirksworth. The Parish
Council, which is the only relevant body under the1990 Act for the making of a neighbourhood
plan for the parish area has statutory responsibilities towards all the people and places within the
area.
The Neighbourhood Area chosen encompasses that of the Civil Parish, shown edged in red on
the enclosed map. The area is felt to be appropriate as it is readily identifiable and inclusive of
every resident of the Parish.
Parishes are recognised in the Localism Act and by the Government as appropriate areas. The
National Planning Policy Framework (paragraph 183) recognises that parishes can use
neighbourhood planning to “set planning policies through neighbourhood plans”
The Parish Council recognises Neighbourhood Planning will offer a great opportunity for all in the
Middleton community to gain a sense of ownership on planning policy within the Parish.
We feel that by making an application for the whole parish it treats all parishioners equally. A
smaller area would be counter-intuitive as it inevitably disenfranchises a proportion of the parish
from an important decision making process.
In preparing the neighbourhood plan the Parish Council will consider the needs of all parts of the
parish and to what extent they should be covered by specific policies.
The application is being made by Middleton Parish Council as a relevant body for the purposes
of s.61G of the 1990 Act. The application for designation includes only the area within the Parish
Council’s jurisdiction.
Yours sincerely,

John Rowe
Parish Clerk & RFO

