NEGATIVE FACTORS
The following identifies those factors which are
considered to be the key negative influences on the
character and historic interest of the area.

Vehicle Flows and Congestion
The main roads leading to and from the Crown
Square roundabout are dominated by heavy traffic
flows, particularly at peak periods. This is severely
degrading the ambience and character of the area. In
addition it is leading to:
•

Noise and air pollution

•

Staining of building stones due to air-borne
pollution

•

The installation of highway standard pedestrian
barriers which restrict pedestrian movement and
clutter the street scene

•

The installation of traffic signs that clutter the
street scene and degrade the area’s character

Inappropriate shop-front

Street furniture and surfaces
The area is somewhat marred by a number of
features such as:
•

Uneven and poor quality pavement surfaces

•

Standard designs for street lighting, litter bins etc
that detract from the quality of the area

•

Inappropriately located signage and cluttered
traffic signage

Traffic on Crown Square

Inappropriate Shop Frontages
The character of the area is significantly degraded by
a number of inappropriate shop fronts. Key
negative features include:
•

Poor design of shop fronts leading to dominant
and instructive frontages in key locations

•

Removal of original shop fronts and features

•

Insensitive palette of colours for frontages

Inappropriate surfaces and railings
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Railway Hotel Northern Façade
The northern façade for the Railway Hotel is
currently a blank rendered expanse that degrades the
quality of this key gateway into the area.

Example of stone decay and inappropriate pointing

Replacement windows
uPVC windows have replaced many of the original
timber windows especially in the upper stories of
buildings. These replacement windows are generally
not in keeping with the original designs and in
addition result in the loss of original windows and an
overall degradation of the area’s character.

Northern façade of the Railway Public House

Underused Crown Buildings
Currently the Crown Buildings are vacant. This
situation presents a poor quality frontage to Crown
Square and is also leading to issues with the
maintenance and overall condition of the building.

Condition of buildings
Many of the buildings in the extension area are
suffering from signs of poor maintenance and
neglect, obvious issues include:
•

Condition of rainwater goods

•

Lack of use of upper stories leading to low levels
of maintenance

•

Condition of roofs e.g. slipped slates and
missing lead hips

•

Settlement apparent in the building associated
with the Railway Hotel

•

Condition of surviving wooden window frames

•

Stone decay and inappropriate pointing
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