SPATIAL RELATIONSHIPS & CHARACTER
The proposed extension is focused on Crown Square,
with development initially having occurred there and
expanded over time along Bakewell Road, Bank
Road and Causeway Lane.
Bakewell Road is a linear space defined by tight built
form along the northern edge. Away from Crown
Square it has been subjected to infill developments
such as the Bus Station and Somerfield supermarket
which are in marked contrast to the historic grain,
scale and character of the area.

View up Bank Road
The stretch of Causeway Lane within the proposed
extension is defined by a tight built form along both
sides which abruptly terminates at its interface with
Hall Leys Park. The remaining length of Causeway
Lane that lies outside of the proposed extension is
characterised by modern buildings along its northern
side with the open expanses of Hall Leys Park
opposite. The modern buildings along Causeway
Lane are relatively functional in form and around
Firs Parade are tired in their outward appearance.

General view across Crown Square and down Bakewell Road
Its definition is less so along the southern edge
where it is more piecemeal with low level infill
buildings of an industrial nature and open air uses
such as car sales. It is bounded to the south by the
River Derwent embankment which is heavily
wooded. Glimpses are gained from the Railway
Hotel but any spatial relationship or access to the
riverside is non-existent.

Hall Leys Park contrasts with the commercial core of
the area. Built form is concentrated to the northern
edge and it is low lying and small in scale. The park
has a formal layout that is very much defined by
mature trees planted in avenues with a bandstand at
the centre. It does however contain more functional
elements such as ballgame courts and skateboarding
park enclosed by substantial fencing and a boating
pond enclosed by stone walling.

By contrast the shop premises on Crown Square /
Bakewell Road are tight up against the river and
some feature bay windows that provide a degree of
visual connection with their waterside setting.
Bank Road is a linear space, tightly defined by two
and three storey built form at its junction with
Crown Square. The sense of enclosure diminishes
towards the junction with Imperial Road and New
Lane with lower level buildings (Wilkinsons and the
Post Office) and the seating area outside the post
office providing a more open feel. This change in
spatial character marks the edge of the commercial
area.
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