Matlock Bank
Conservation Area Appraisal

6. Landscape Appraisal

positive effect on the character of the Conservation
Area.

LANDSCAPE APPRAISAL
Preamble

Other Planning Designations
The natural and man-made landscapes that provide
the setting for buildings are important elements
affecting any Conservation Area. This appraisal is
undertaken as part of the wider study of the
Matlock Bank Conservation Area. It is based upon
an examination of the planning and historical
context and a visual assessment of landscape
elements, being particularly concerned with the
components that most influence the character and
quality of the environment.

Protected Trees
The Conservation Area designation provides all
trees with a stem girth of 75 mm and above
measured 1 metre above ground level with a
measure of protection. No felling, lopping or
topping of these trees is permitted without
providing six weeks notice to the Council. In
addition Tree Preservation Orders (T.P.O.s) have
been placed on a number of individual and groups
of trees within the Area (see Figure 8). Works to
trees covered by T.P.O.s can only be undertaken
with the written consent of the Council except
where they are deemed to be dead, dying or
dangerous. It may be a requirement to replace any
protected tree that is felled with a tree of
appropriate species and size.

Planning Context
Conservation Area - Location and Extent
The Matlock Bank Conservation Area was
designated on 5th August 1986 and is approximately
48 hectares in extent.
It is situated on the steeply sloping south facing
slope that rises above the River Derwent, the main
A6 Dale Road and the Causeway.

Protection of Important Open Spaces (see
Figure 8)
The Council recognises that within every settlement
there are open spaces that are important to their
character and appearance and that development on
these areas would be harmful. As a consequence
they are given special protection within the local
plan.

It is largely bounded in the east by Chesterfield
Road and centred on the routes of Cavendish Road,
Wellington Street, Jackson Road and Rutland Street
in the North, Smedley Street (East and West) and
Bank Road in the centre and Bank Road, New
Street, Edgefold Road and Lime Grove walk in the
south.

There are three sites within the Conservation Area:
•
•
•

Woodland associated with County Hall to
the north of Edge Road
Land associated with Lilybank residential
home off Henry Avenue
An extensive area of allotment gardens off
Chesterfield Road and associated with
Wellfield

Appraisal
Historical Overview
Until the arrival of the railway in 1849 courtesy of
the Manchester, Buxton, Matlock and Midland
Railway Junction Company and the subsequent
development of the area as a centre for
hydrotherapy Matlock Bank was very much an
undeveloped agricultural hillside. Situated to the
north west of the then centre of the town (now Old
Matlock or Matlock Green) it was regarded as
totally distinct from it being described in “Adam’s
Derbyshire Dales” as:

Western side of the Conservation Area from the south
The Conservation Area is urban in nature, however,
its historic development around the many and
substantial hydropathic establishments (hydros) and
their associated grounds has ensured that significant
areas have remained open. It also contains areas of
woodland, extensive allotment gardens, public open
spaces, many fine street trees and landscape features
associated with private gardens. In addition open
countryside is persistently prominent within
virtually all views to the south and this has a

“The first step of the high moorland which lies between
Matlock and Chesterfield, all highly cultivated and enriched
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with hedgerows and trees with houses and cottages scattered
irregularly across its surface.”

However, by 1922 the park and play area we see
today on the opposite side of Smedley Street East
was already under construction.
A small park – known as Sparrow Park – was laid
out with “trees, formal gardens and half a dozen
seats” at the beginning of the twentieth century in
an area south of the present Imperial Road opposite
Bridge Hall but it was gone by 1922 and the site is
now occupied by The Lido.

The tithe map of 1849 – 1850 confirms this
identifying individual agricultural fields and plots
across the whole hillside. The most significant
group of buildings was associated with Jackson Tor,
and Jackson Road, clustered beneath a small quarry
and plantation of trees. The belt of mature
woodland that has subsequently developed on the
steep slopes associated with the quarry and
plantation area now forms an impressive backdrop
to many of the views within this part of the
Conservation Area.

Characteristic of Matlock Bank is its long
association with horticulture. As the southern slope
was being developed, extensive areas to either side
of Bent Lane (now Cavendish Road) were being
cultivated as nurseries. Though these were in
decline by the end of the nineteenth century and
had largely disappeared by 1922 some had already
evolved into allotment gardens (areas to the north
of Chatsworth House and south of Wellington
Street) by the same year. These themselves have
now been replaced by buildings, but substantial
areas of the remaining agricultural land to the west
of Chesterfield Road and south of what is now
called Wellfield, have subsequently been developed
as the allotment gardens which are an attractive
feature of the Conservation Area.

The tithe map also shows that the main road system
existing today was already developed.
In the second half of the nineteenth century
Matlock Bank experienced an intense period of
development associated with its becoming a centre
for hydropathic treatment. Establishments such as
Smedley’s Hydro (now County Hall), Bridge House
(now the Town Hall), Rockside, Dalefield (now
Lilybank), Chesterfield House (now the
Presentation Sisters Centre care home), Matlock
House, Jeff’s Poplar Hydro (now Chatsworth Hall),
Elm Tree House, Oldham House and many other
medium and small sized hydros were constructed
for those who came to benefit from the various
water treatments on offer. An integral part of the
experience was that “the invalid could take walking
exercise and enjoy himself at pleasure in the
extensive grounds without leaving the premises”.
As a consequence most of the larger hydros were
set within formally terraced and laid out gardens
which also, typically, provided facilities for tennis,
croquet, bowling and putting. Though new uses
have now been found for the hydros their grounds
form a substantial part of the landscape structure of
the Conservation Area today.

In 1880 the Reverend E. John Higgs gave trustees
an acre of land on Smedley Street for a church, an
adjoining site for a vicarage and, later, some more
land as glebe which became part of the church
garden. By 1899 All Saints church had been
constructed and was set within laid out gardens.
Trees had also been planted on the extended
boundary which encompassed land for the vicarage
which was completed shortly afterwards. The
gardens remain a highly attractive feature
contributing positively to the environment of the
Conservation Area.
Views

As development continued formal public open
space was at something of a premium. Over the
intervening years parks and pleasure grounds have
come and gone.

One of the main characteristics of the Conservation
Area are the views that can be gained from it. From
almost anywhere it is possible to enjoy magnificent
views to the south over the roof tops and gardens
of Matlock Bank itself, across the valley of the River
Derwent and out to spectacular features such as
Masson Hill, High Tor and Riber Castle beyond.
These could be sharply focussed vistas within which
buildings and street trees within the Conservation
Area might attractively fill the foreground, or huge
panoramas that take in the broad sweep of the
surrounding landscape.

In 1875 the “Matlock Pleasure Gardens Company
Ltd” developed a purpose–built pavilion and
gardens on three and a half acres of ground to the
north of the present Smedley Street East. Victoria
Hall – as it was called - could accommodate 700
people (seated) and provided facilities for
swimming, roller-skating, tennis and bowling as well
as attractively laid out pleasure grounds. In 1915
Victoria Hall became part of Paton and Baldwin’s
textile operations and was renamed Derwent Mill
though a substantial part of the formal gardens was
retained. The works were demolished in the 1990s
and replaced with a housing development.

Views within the Conservation Area are also very
fine. The sloping nature of the landform ensures
that belts of woodland and street trees often
provide an attractive setting within both glimpsed
and more open views of some of the main
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buildings, such as County Hall and Rockside, from
many parts of Matlock Bank.

remain on the southern side of the building where
shrub and ground cover planting is retained on the
steeper banks and silver birch (Betula pendula) and
cherry trees (Prunus spp.) are prominent on the
Imperial Road frontage. The most striking feature
is a magnificent group of mature Mahonia which
stand over 2.5 metres high close to the junction
with Bank Road.

Within the wider view Matlock Bank itself is also
attractive with buildings emerging from belts of
woodland and with street trees prominent.

To the north of the Town Hall the borders of the
terraced entrance area and car park are planted with
a range of mostly ornamental trees and shrubs with
silver birch and Cotoneaster prominent on the road
frontage. Higher up the hill a mature horse
chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) is a feature of
the street scene at the entrance to Bank Gardens.
Bank Gardens itself is accessed via an archway and
is a modern terraced residential development with
retaining walls and garaging fronted by small areas
of ornamental shrub planting on the northern side.
These areas are attractive, relieving the monotony
of the high walls. On the southern side the steep
slopes just beyond the development boundary are
occupied by a substantial belt of mature trees –
mostly poplar (Populus spp), horse chestnut, and
sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) with some hazel
(Corylus avellana) - which effectively shades parking
areas. This is a feature which is quite typical of the
Conservation Area as a whole where the steeper
slopes between the developed terraces have either
been deliberately planted or have become naturally
colonised by trees and understorey shrubs. These
trees are included within a group Tree Preservation
Order.

Typical view out to Masson Hill
Zones (see Fig 9)
For the purposes of detailed description and
appraisal the Conservation Area can be divided into
four zones which either display distinctive
characteristics which set them apart or are physically
separated. These, in turn, can be subdivided for
ease of location.
ZONE 1 – SOUTH WEST
Bank Road West
This sub zone includes areas associated with the
Town Hall, the road frontage and Bank Gardens.
This south western corner of the Conservation Area
is contained by Edgefold Road and Imperial Road.
It is dominated by the Town Hall part of which was
formerly the Bridge House hydro.

Trees on the southern side of Bank Gardens
Other individually protected trees within the
development include ash, sycamore, silver birch,
oak and hawthorn species.
County Hall
Town Hall – south front

This area includes the grounds of County Hall
(formerly Smedley’s Hydro) extending north across
Smedley Street to include that part of the building
that is located here.

Most of the terraced gardens associated with the
hydro are now used for car parking but remnants
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Most of the gardens and recreational facilities
associated with the hydro were not developed until
the latter part of the nineteenth and early part of the
twentieth centuries. Though the hydro was first
established in 1853 and extended in 1866 the greater
part of the grounds to the south of the building
were not acquired until after 1880. Prior to this
most of the formal gardens that did exist were
linked more closely to the Methodist Chapel that
was situated to the west of the hydro with a
promenade extending across the south front of the
hydro itself.
County Hall from the entrance to the car park

By 1899 the chapel had gone but extensive pleasure
grounds had been laid out to the south of the
promenade. Formal terraces with planted borders,
tree lined walkways and grassed open spaces were
linked to a large winter gardens building. Tennis
courts (grass and asphalt), bowling and putting
greens and a croquet lawn were also developed and
(possibly) a skating rink. The tennis courts were
extended in the early twentieth century and an aerial
view of 1955 shows that most of the gardens were
still intact at this time.

Views directly ahead into the car park are
dominated by lines of magnificent mature trees
associated with the terraces on both the northern
and southern sides.

View into the car park
Though the car park is prominent its setting is
highly attractive. To the south the parking bays are
immediately bordered by a privet (Ligustrum
ovalifolium) hedge, behind which stand tall lines of
lime (Tilia spp) and beech (Fagus sylvatica) with ash
(Fraxinus excelsior) closer to the entrance.

Smedleys Hydro late 19th- early 20th century
The greatest recent change to the grounds since the
days of Smedley’s Hydro is that the area in the
extreme south, previously occupied by the tennis
courts, is now incorporated into an extensive car
park.

To the north the planting is more varied and open
in nature being more closely associated with the
gardens of the former hydro. Particularly prominent
are graceful silver birch, the huge beech tree at the
top of the steps that take the main path from the
car park to the building and lines of lime and yew
(Taxus baccata) that still line the formal pathways.

However, many of the features that characterised
the terraced gardens have been retained and provide
a most attractive setting for the building.
The view of County Hall from the main entrance
off Bank Road is typical in that it is representative
of the way that the old hydro emerges from its
vegetated surroundings where a high proportion of
evergreen trees and shrubs (cypress, fir, laurel,
monkey puzzle) are planted in gardens and smaller
areas interspersed amongst the main and ancillary
buildings.

A particular feature is the grove of small cherry
trees planted in front of the building just to the
north of the entrance.
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Feature beech tree

Enclosed open space with planted borders

Immediately to the south of the building the
extensive formal terraced gardens are still very
much in evidence. Planting is now mature and
encloses grassed areas and discrete gardens which
are more secretive in nature than they would have
been when the hydro was operational.
Characteristic features include:

Features that detract from the gardens include street
furniture such as lamp standards and handrails the
designs of which are not in keeping with the general
character.

•
•
•

To the west the area is dominated by the extended
car park the impact of which is mitigated by groups
of mature silver birch, and surrounding belts of
trees. Features within the north west of the area
include:

Straight walkways following the contours
with the associated stone retaining walls
that form the terraces.
Secondary paths that climb the slope
between the terraces and are now largely
enclosed with trees and shrubs
The lime tree avenue to either side of the
main walkway with seating shelters set
against the retaining wall.

•

Lime tree avenue between buildings

Lime tree avenue with seating shelters
•
•

The constricted lime tree avenue that runs
between two of the larger buildings.

•

Areas of open grass set within planted
borders.
Lines of yew and other evergreen trees that
substantially screen the gardens from the
car park and other access roads.

•

Mature beech trees associated with an
access road off Smedley Street.
A Leyland cypress hedge that marks the
boundary of the County Council grounds.

The boundary of the Conservation Area to the west
of this sub zone coincides with the back gardens of
neighbouring properties and is marked by a line of
mature lime trees which enclose and screen the car
park on this side.
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The area can also be accessed from the south via a
small footpath off Edge Road which leads up along
the eastern edge of a block of woodland. The
boundary of the Conservation Area coincides with
the back gardens of properties on Edge Road and is
marked by a belt of trees which, on the eastern side,
extends to join with those trees to the south of
Bank Gardens and includes some fine mature
specimens of horse chestnut, sycamore and poplar
– all of these are included within a group Tree
Preservation Order. To the west a line of mature
sycamores and conifers is more closely associated
with woodland to the north.
Smedley Street West. All Saints church frontage

Woodland occupies a substantial area within the
southern part of the County Hall grounds. It is
dense consisting mainly of ash sycamore and lime
with a well developed understorey of hawthorn
(Crataegus monogyna), ivy (Hedera helix) and
bramble (Rubus fruticosus).
Bluebells and
celandines are evident in the Spring. A system of
pathways and glades is maintained within the wood.

The gardens associated with All Saints church
which were largely laid out at the time of
construction (see above) are most prominent within
the street scene of this part of Smedley Street.
Cedar (Cedrus spp) yew and other, principally
evergreen, trees and shrubs are planted behind a
stone boundary wall that encloses the churchyard
on this side.
Within the gardens paths are bordered by sinuous
grass verges with mixed species shrub borders
behind. Another cedar tree is prominent towards
the western end.
The church entrance is
characterised by a more open area of grass behind
which well laid out and planted gardens occupy
steeply sloping ground to the north.

Woodland area
In the extreme north east County Hall extends to
the north of Smedley Street being connected to a
secondary building via an enclosed overhead
walkway. One of the features of the road frontage
here is a mature, clipped holly (Ilex aquifolium)
planted within a recess of the building on the
northern side. To the north of the building there is
extensive tree and shrub planting - with silver birch
and ash prominent – to the frontage with Hopewell
Road which also marks the boundary of the sub
zone.

All Saints churchyard
The northern boundary is marked by an imposing
group of mature Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris) with a
large mature specimen of beech in the north
western corner.

All Saints
This area includes those areas associated with All
Saints church and school to either side of Woolley
Road and Smedley Street.

Immediately to the west lie the grounds of the
vicarage. On the southern side the stone boundary
wall continues behind which runs a holly hedge and
mature horse chestnut and willow (Salix spp.)
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dominate the street scene. The wall and hedge
continue along the western boundary of the site
with Far Green.

On the southern side All Saints Road is an
unsurfaced highway. Scots pine and oak trees are
prominent within the verge much of which has
been colonised with nettles and rough grasses.
ZONE 2 – NORTH WEST
Jackson
This area comprises those parts of the Conservation
Area most closely associated with Jackson Road and
Jackson Tor Road. The most striking feature is the
belt of woodland that runs west to east, occupying
the higher ground and marking the northern
boundary of the sub zone. It has long been a
feature of this part of Matlock Bank providing an
imposing backdrop to many of the views and
effectively separating the area from those associated
with Cavendish Road to the north.

View from the top of Dimple Road looking east
On the southern side of Smedley Street a line of
semi mature maples (Acer spp.) growing in private
back gardens is prominent. All are protected by
Tree Preservation Orders, though the most striking
feature – which falls just outside the Conservation
Area - is the old horse chestnut with surrounding
bench situated at the junction of Wooley Road with
Dimple Road and Smedley Street.

The area is characterised by the jumble of buildings
that have grown up on the terraced hillside.
Planting is generally gardenesque in nature and
along Jackson Road there is an attractive mix of
stone retaining walls and railings, hedging and
climbing plants and garden trees such as silver birch
and a variety of conifers. All is on a domestic scale
specifically designed not to interfere with the
exceptional views to the south that can be gained
from virtually every property.

The southern side of Dimple Road marks the
boundary of the Conservation Area though the road
itself is attractive with a line of pollarded lime trees
set within the footway on the northern side which
help to focus views out to open countryside to the
south.
All Saints School is situated on the southern side of
Dimple Road and the Conservation Area boundary
bisects the school grounds. Most of the landscape
features of note fall outside the boundary to the
west but the trees – principally beech, rowan
(Sorbus aucuparia), oak and goat willow (Salix
caprea) – shrubs, grass and herbaceous planting
within the school grounds make a positive
contribution to the setting in spite of the presence
of a steel security fence.

Jackson Road
One feature that does detract from the general
scene is a small triangle of ground between the road
and a garage access track on the northern side
which has been surfaced with concrete in the past.
The concrete has now deteriorated and it has
become colonised with ruderal weeds.
The narrow path which connects Jackson Tor Road
with Cobdern Road to the east is a distinctive
feature. It is constricted and poorly surfaced with
stone walls to either side and runs across the face of
some of the steepest ground in the area. To the
north terraced ground rises up through garden
extensions to woodland of mature sycamore, ash

All Saints Road

53

and beech. To the south the pathway overlooks the
rear gardens of residential properties and
spectacular
panoramic
views
across
the
conservation area towards open countryside to the
south can be gained from virtually any point along
its route.

towards Rockside where a fine mature group of
Scots pine are prominent within the view.
Rutland Street East
This small area is bounded by Rutland Street,
Wellington Street and Hopewell Road. Main
landscape features include:
•
•

A mature lime tree and prominent garden
hedge at the junction of Hopewell Road
with Rutland Road
Carson Croft – a modern bungalow
development around open grassed areas
with footpath access. The area retains an
open character with no low level planting
but with scattered mature trees of which
silver birch and lime are prominent
particularly at the western end.

View from the pathway
At Cobden Road thicket vegetation extends down
the slope from the woodland belt and wraps around
properties on the higher slopes. From here a good
impression can be gained of the general
arrangement of the terraced slope and how
buildings, access roads, gardens and retaining
structures combine in characteristic fashion.

Carson Croft
Cavendish Road
This sub zone is the highest in the Conservation
Area and comprises areas to either side of
Cavendish Road from the Conservation Area
boundary in the west to its junction with Wellington
Street in the east. Principal features include the belt
of woodland that separates the area from those on
the lower slopes in the west and the grounds of
Rockside House.

Terraces at Cobden Road
To the south, Smith Road connects Jackson Road
with Smedley Street. The environs are dominated
by the modern apartment development of High
Court which stands within open – if not extensive –
grounds comprising lawns, shrub beds of mainly
evergreen species (laurel and juniper are prominent)
and trees (silver birch, cherry and crab apple). The
silver birch is a good specimen, and some of the
crab apple and cherry trees are protected. Dwarf
brick retaining walls and galvanised tubular
handrails detract from the street scene.

The gardens associated with the hydro at Rockside
were laid out between 1880 and 1899. Prior to this
a large area of what would eventually become part
of the grounds to the north and east of the house
was run as a nursery, many of which extended along
Cavendish Road (then known as Bent Lane) at the
time. By 1899 the nursery had been replaced by the
gardens which extended over 5 acres to the east of
the house being “tastefully” laid out with various
walks and promenades with tennis courts, bowling,
croquet and putting greens. An architects drawing
of the time (c. 1901 –1905) prepared by Parker and
Unwin shows terraces with the steeper slopes

The boundary of the sub zone on this side is
defined by Wellington Street which rises up the hill
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planted with trees and shrubs, a central pavilion and
a carriage drive.

Road. This is an extension of a pathway that runs
all the way from Matlock Green via Steep Turnpike,
Henry Avenue and Wellfield (see Figure 8). At this
point it is enclosed by high retaining walls and
mature planting of privet, beech, cherry, laurel and
hawthorn associated with terraced gardens on both
sides. The steps are replaced by a cobbled ramp as
the path approaches Cavendish Road where an
unattractive galvanised steel handrail detracts from
its otherwise characterful appearance.
To the east of the path the gardens of what are now
private dwellings were once part of the pleasure
grounds associated with Oldham House hydro.
A small triangular garden and seating area is a
feature of the junction of Cavendish Road with
Wellington Street. The “Wild Thyme Garden” is an
award winning design and includes ornamental
shrub beds with silver birch, holly and varieties of
Buddleia, cotton lavender (Santolina spp), fire thorn
(Pyracantha spp.), Cordyline, laurel and others laid
out around gravelled pathways and a central seating
area which is sheltered by a curved log retaining
wall.

Planting within the grounds of Rockside
Planted gardens occupied the lower slopes behind
the boundary wall on Wellington Street. Mature
trees (particularly the Scots pine) and shrubs on
these southern slopes along with privet and laurel
hedges immediately above the wall are prominent
features within the present street scene.
By 1922 the formal gardens had largely disappeared
though a photograph of 1984 taken along the route
of the former carriage drive towards the house
shows the northern retaining wall covered with
rockery shrubs and herbaceous plants spilling from
the terraces above. Today terraces above the access
road are either occupied by vegetable gardens or
have fallen into neglect with bramble and self set
saplings becoming well established.
The mature trees that have survived within the
grounds close to the building such as Scots pine,
cedar and horse chestnut have provided a good
basis for the new gardens that have been laid out as
part of conversion of the former hydro and
development of much of the grounds for residential
use.

The Wild Thyme Garden
Cavendish Road, in the main, defines the northern
boundary of the Conservation Area with some
notable exceptions. In 1880 much of the land, to
either side of the road, was occupied by nurseries.
At the time there were only two significant
establishments on the northern side – Claremont to
the east and Balmoral House to the west.
Claremont, in particular possessed front gardens
that were formally laid out around lawns and a
driveway at this time. By 1899 Balmoral House had
changed its name to Castleview and the nurseries
between it and Claremont had gone. By 1922 all
the nurseries around Cavendish Road had gone and
Castleview was now Bidston.

View to Rockside from the former carriage drive
The present landscape setting of Cavendish Road is
very attractive and is largely associated with well
planted and tended private gardens on both sides of

To the east of the junction of the access with
Wellington Street a narrow, stepped pathway
(gennel, snicket) climbs the hillside up to Cavendish
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•

the road. Many of the trees benefit from group or
individual Tree Preservation Orders.

•

A magnificent beech with horse chestnut in
the front garden of number 90, close to the
junction with Bidston Close.
A prominent group of beech and cedar on
the southern side of the road associated
with numbers 63, 65 and 67 Cavendish
Road.

Typical streetscene view – Cavendish Road
Features include:
• Mature beech and horse chestnut against
the road and Scots pine in Rockside
gardens prominent against the skyline when
looking south.

Beech and cedar trees
•

Bidston, where a high stone boundary wall
encloses a front garden with willow (Salix
spp.), cedar, weeping ash (Fraxinus
excelsior Pendula) and silver birch most
prominent.

Scots pine in the grounds of Rockside
•

•

A group of beech and ash within the
gardens of Claremont Pentecostal Eventide
Home behind a stone boundary wall and
well clipped hedge.
A series of well maintained garden
boundary hedges on the northern side.

Feature trees in the garden of Bidston
•

A group of Scots pine, beech and silver
birch associated with number 77 Cavendish
Road.

In the extreme north west of the Conservation Area
there is a small recreation ground and play area.
The stone boundary wall is topped with a low bow
top rail. A stone flagged path provides access to a
steeply sloping open grassed area with sparse tree
planting. The area overlooks the woodland belt
which occupies the steeper slopes and is such a

P…Beech, horse chestnut and boundary hedges
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prominent feature of the Conservation Area. More
magnificent views can be gained across the Derwent
valley from here.

As the path emerges from the wood the surface
changes once again to macadam before it joins with
Jackson Road.
ZONE 3 – SOUTH EAST
Bank Road East
This area is defined by Bank Road to the west,
Smedley Street East to the north, Henry Avenue to
the east and Lime Grove Walk and Pope Carr Road
to the south with New Street forming the central
spine. It is a largely residential area characterised by
planting associated with private gardens and
grounds and avenue street trees.
Prominent within the streetscene on Bank Road is a
group of trees including a magnificent copper beech
tree (Fagus sylvatica Purpurea) and two Scots pine
within the curtilage of the Catholic Church and
Youth Hostel.

Cavendish Road recreation ground
To the west, beyond the Conservation Area
boundary, open agricultural fields are enclosed by
more woodland.
A macadam path leads down the western edge of
the recreation ground against a stone boundary wall
and clipped hawthorn hedge within which a beech
tree is prominently located in the north western
corner.
The path can be used to access the woodland to the
south via a steep set of steps. Benches located
within incidental spaces to the side of the path to
take advantage of views across the woodland are
now neglected and the spaces overgrown. The
handrail associated with the steps is unattractive.

Copper beech and Scots pine on Bank Road
Lime Grove Walk is an unremarkable street except
for the cypress trees close to the Veterinary Health
Centre and well stocked and maintained front
gardens to the eastern end.
St Josephs Street, to the north, is notable for its
street trees (limes) and the prominent cherry and
rowan trees growing within private gardens on the
northern side.

Woodland path
Below the steps the path is paved with sandstone
setts (cobbles). The wood, which is quite open in
nature, is largely composed of mature sycamore
with ash, elm (Ulmus glabra), holly, elder
(Sambucus nigra), ivy and with laurel on the
boundary.
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St Joseph’s Street
To the east, Pope Carr Road leads round to the
back of the Derbyshire Records Office. Here, an
unattractive galvanised steel security fence encloses
an extensive and well vegetated area which helps to
screen a more modern extension to the building. A
thicket of silver birch, goat willow, buddleia and
laurel extends into a more attractive belt of ash,
horse chestnut, Scots pine and other evergreens
occupying higher ground within the grounds of Oak
Tree House on Oak Road to the north.

Trees in the grounds of the records office on New Street
The eastern end of Oak Road is distinctive in that it
is unmade and retains a character which is less
urban in nature.

Oak Road east
Screen planting within the grounds of the records office

The northern side in particular benefits from a
highly attractive setting with extensive and well
planted front gardens behind stone boundary walls
and railings and a backdrop of mature trees.
Number 29 – Oak Tree House – is most imposing
with a long front garden planted with mature trees
and holly extending along its boundary and
dominating areas to the south.

Beyond the Conservation Area boundary in this
area lies modern residential development associated
with Lilybank Close. This is characterised by its
setting of fine mature trees and shrubs associated
with the grounds of Lilybank residential home to
the east, back gardens where oak, lime and cherry
are prominent, incidental space and the roadside
with Steep Turnpike, to the south.

Higher up New Street the telephone exchange is an
unremarkable building set behind a grass verge and
effectively screened from housing to the south by a
line of privet with pollarded lime trees and laurel.

New Street runs north/ south through the sub
zone. The most prominent features are mature
trees within the grounds of the Derbyshire Records
Office – formerly Bankside House – which extend
onto the road frontage. The grounds were already
laid out by 1880 and the locality now greatly
benefits from the specimens of silver birch, false
acacia (Robinia spp.), sycamore, lime and cypress
growing there.
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Pollarded lime trees south of the telephone exchange

View from Henry Avenu looking east

While it is largely overlooked on its northern side a
group of, mainly, horse chestnut trees provides an
attractive backdrop while a solitary tree of the same
species filters some of the view of the building.

Lilybank
This sub zone includes those areas in the extreme
south east of the Conservation Area. Features
include the grounds of the former hydro at Lilybank
and the small park and play area alongside Smedley
Street East.

At the top of New Street, on its eastern side, a
mature and imposing ash tree is very prominent
within the street scene.

The hydro was first established as Dalefield – the
name of the former agricultural holding within
which it was built. By the time it became Lilybank
in 1906 the grounds already extended to 6 acres and
were formally laid out with tennis courts, croquet,
bowling and putting greens.
These were
subsequently extended to the west – by 1922 –
where a more informal approach to their design was
taken.

Henry Avenue is a most attractive street. From its
junction with New Street it runs eastwards before
turning sharply to the north and climbing the hill to
Smedley Street East. It is characterised by the
avenue of pollarded lime trees growing within the
footway on either side, the stone boundary walls
and the private gardens behind them.

Currently the building functions as Lilybank Hydro
Care Home with a nursery school – Treetops
Nursery – operating to the south west of the main
building. The grounds remain largely open in
nature though mature specimens of ash, yew and
spruce (Picea spp.) are protected and some new tree
planting has been undertaken in association with the
nursery.

Henry Avenue
Towards its eastern end views are focussed on the
many mature and imposing trees – principally horse
chestnut, lime and sycamore - in private grounds to
the east.

View into Lilybank from Henry Avenue
The western boundary is marked by a belt of
mature trees and shrubs – mainly beech with ash,
sycamore and holly - which is one of the most
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significant within the Conservation Area.
It
benefits from a group Tree Preservation Order and
completely encloses the site on this side providing
an attractive backdrop to many of the views in this
part of Matlock.
To the north of the hydro building further groups
of protected mature trees contain the grounds on
this side and thread their way through the gardens
of larger properties such as Iskra, Holly House,
Anlic House and Lilybank House where lime, ash,
sycamore, holly, whitebeam (Sorbus aria) and yew
trees are prominent.
The public park which extends along the frontage
of Smedley Street East from its junction with Henry
Avenue has existed since before 1922 and is a
substantial, important and most attractive feature
within this part of the Conservation Area. It
provides public space in an area where it is lacking
and contributes greatly to the attractive street scene.

Play area and gardens on the east side
At the junction of Smedley Street East with
Chesterfield Road a line of five superb mature
beech trees stands directly on the road frontage
associated with the grounds of Matlock United
Reformed Church. The group, which is protected
by a Tree Preservation Order, is a highlight of this
part of the Conservation Area.

The park is bounded by stone boundary walls,
railings and laurel hedges on its southern and
western sides and by a well clipped hawthorn hedge
to the north alongside Smedley Street East. It is
divided in two with open lawns surrounded and
dissected by formal paths in the west and a
children’s play area in the east.

Beech trees at the junction with Chesterfield Road
Grassed open space on the west side of the park

At this point the Conservation Area extends across
Chesterfield Road to include properties on School
Road. Notable trees in this small area are mature
lime trees within private gardens to the rear and
further pollarded specimens on the eastern
boundary. Also, there are mature cherry trees on
the Chesterfield Road frontage.

The peaceful, open grassed area is enclosed with
(mainly coniferous) trees and shrub beds and a
circular seat and tree has been placed at the centre
as a feature. The play area is set within shaded
gardens and rockeries planted out with a range of
mixed shrub and herbaceous species and a group of
trees amongst which the most imposing are a
magnificent beech and cedar tree along with a
number of conifers and a lime tree standing in the
north eastern corner of the site.

On the western side of Chesterfield Road planting
within the private gardens of properties immediately
to the east of Lilybank makes a positive
contribution to the street scene. Most prominent
are mature silver birch, beech (at the northernmost
entrance to the former hydro) and lime trees.
The southern entrance to Lilybank and Treetops
Nursery is most attractive. Mature laurel bushes
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stand either side of the gateway with a tall lime tree
behind. Further trees and garden shrubs add to the
composition which is totally dominated by a most
impressive specimen of weeping beech (Fagus
sylvatica Pendula).

that runs up the western edge of Victoria Hall
Gardens. The main features are the trees planted in
the grounds of the former hydro at Matlock House
(now Rutland Court).
Smedley Street East, in this area, is characterised by
buildings fronting directly onto the footway which
constrict the space and contribute to the crowded
nature of the space. In total contrast and just a
short way to the east a pathway strikes off up the
hill towards Wellington Road. This is a section of
the same path that runs from Steep Turnpike up to
Cavendish Road. It is quite wide and inviting at this
point in spite of being enclosed on both sides by
well maintained garden boundary hedges. A pair of
concrete bollards, at the junction with the road, are
in good condition but not of sufficient quality.

Weeping beech and lime at the entrance to Lilybank
To the south the Conservation Area includes land
to either side of Steep Turnpike to a point where a
narrow pathway joins and crosses the road from the
south. This part of the boundary is marked by a
line of mature cypress trees which run parallel with
the path within a private garden. On the northern
side of the road groups and individual specimens of
mature trees (mainly sycamore with silver birch and
horse chestnut) associated with the former hydro at
Belle Vue and Turnpike house characterise the
street scene. This line of trees extends beyond the
Conservation Area boundary and widens to form
the belt associated with the entrance to Lilybank
Close. Most of the mature trees on this northern
side of Steep Turnpike are protected for their high
amenity value.

Just to the north west and prominent within views
across a wide area are groups and individual
specimens of mature trees that are a major and
most important feature of the Conservation Area.

Steep Turnpike
ZONE 4 – NORTH EAST
Rutland Street East

Trees within the grounds of the former Matlock House and
Elmtree hydros

This area is contained by Smedley Street East,
Rutland Street, Wellington Street and the pathway
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Most residential development is set at right angles
to Chesterfield Road in this area. The frontage is,
therefore, permeable and attractive private gardens
to both the front and rear of properties make a
positive contribution to the street scene. They also
allow longer views to the west where an extended
area of allotment gardens and trees within both the
middle and far distance create an attractive
backdrop.

They all stand within the grounds of what used to
be the Matlock House and Elmtree House hydros
(now Rutland Court and 70-74 Rutland Street
respectively) and Upper Green Gardens and most
are protected by Tree Preservation Orders. Most
imposing are specimens of oak, beech, sycamore
and yew with lime, ash, rowan and hawthorn.
Rutland Avenue traverses the slope between the
path and Rutland Street with pollarded lime trees
prominent within the street scene – a characteristic
feature of the Conservation Area.

The allotments extend across most of the slope to
the south of Wellfield as far as a line of mature trees
on the field boundary which defines the extent of
the Conservation Area. In spite of the obvious
clutter and wide range of garden building types,
boundary treatments, plant containers etc associated
with this activity they are well planted and
maintained and are a distinctive, unusual (in this
type of location) and highly attractive feature of the
Conservation Area. The allotments are also the
largest area of open space within the Conservation
Area and the panoramic views that can be gained
across the Derwent Valley to the south are
stunning!

Victoria Hall Gardens
This small sub zone includes the modern residential
development.
The landscape setting is quite
attractive but largely unremarkable being
characterised by wide grass road verges and private
gardens within which a wide range of tree, shrub,
hedge and herbaceous species are maturing.
The most attractive feature is the planting on the
frontage with Smedley Street East which occupies a
section of the gardens formerly associated with
Victoria Hall and, later, Derwent Mill. This now
comprises a comparatively large area with an
attractive mix of largely coniferous trees and shrub
planting rising up behind a high stone boundary
wall with bow top railing. Its general elevation
ensures that it is an imposing feature and together
with planting associated with the park across the
road creates an attractive street scene.

View over the allotments
Convent
This sub zone includes those areas to the east of
Chesterfield Road associated with the Presentation
Sisters Centre care home (formerly the convent)
and Saint Joseph’s school.
Remnant of the former gardens of Victoria Hall

The convent building, which is now used as a
residential home, was formerly the Chesterfield
House hydro. It was one of the earliest to be
established in the second half of the nineteenth
century with grounds extending to eleven acres
being “tastefully laid out” with formal avenues, tree
lined drives, lawns and a fountain and with the usual
mix of tennis, croquet and bowling on offer to the
guests.

To the east the view up Springfield Rise is
characterised by a wide grass verge within which are
situated some fine specimens of Norway maple
(Acer platanoides) and sycamore.
Allotments
This area is bounded by the Conservation Area
boundary to the south, Chesterfield Road to the
east and Wellfield to the north.

St Joseph’s school is a later building which stands in
the grounds to the east.
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An access road runs to the north of the main
building. At its junction with Chesterfield Road a
triangular area containing a small a copse of trees –
mainly ash, sycamore and holly – is prominent. The
dense tree growth thins out at its eastern end
becoming grassed open space with specimen trees.
A footpath runs diagonally along the northern edge
of the triangle to join the access road further east.
Attractive features of this path are the stone
“squeeze” stiles at either end which are, presumably,
all that remains of stone wall field boundaries that
formerly crossed this part of the area.

Feature sycamore in the grounds
The grounds behind the stone boundary wall on the
western side of the convent and school are most
attractive. Impressive features include:
•

•
•

Sweeping avenues of mature Scots Pine
that line both the access road to the school
and the main drive to the convent further
south.
Inviting grassed open spaces enclosed and
decorated with a mix of coniferous trees,
rowan, silver birch and beech.
Numerous specimens of mature lime,
sycamore and beech.

Copse, footpath and squeeze stile
Scots pine and cypress trees line the drive

On the southern side of the access road a high
stone boundary wall with laurel hedge above
effectively screens the main building and grounds
from public view. The road leads to the eastern
entrance of the building and terminates here, but a
footpath continues out into open fields which
border the Conservation Area on this side. Much of
this eastern boundary is defined by a hedgerow and
mature hedgerow trees with hawthorn, hazel, elder
and ash. Most imposing is a mature sycamore
standing in isolation close to the south eastern
corner of the building.

The trees spill out into the streetscene and are
prominent foreground features within views to the
south across the Derwent Valley.
The one detracting feature is the poor chain link
fence surrounding the playground associated with
the school.
Wellington
This area includes land in the extreme north east of
the Conservation area to both sides of Wellington
Street and Chesterfield Road.
In the west the area is bounded by the footpath that
extends up the hill from Smedley Street East.
Wellfield House is the most significant property in
this part of the sub zone. Its southern boundary is
defined by spiked iron railings and a stone wall with
high, dense hedgerow, tree and shrub planting
behind. This effectively screens the gardens from
view arching over the narrow access road
immediately to the south.
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Beyond this lies a Water Authority site on elevated
ground just to the north of the Conservation Area
boundary. At the entrance a grove of maturing
rowan and sycamore is attractive and helps to
screen operational elements of the site. In spite of
this, steel railings and gate and a concrete tank
remain prominent and intrusive.
The Duke of Wellington public house stands at the
gateway to the Conservation Area in this extreme
north eastern corner. A single but well formed and
mature holly tree stands on the frontage close to the
western entrance of the pub behind a stone
boundary wall. It adds considerably to the setting
of the pub when viewed from the west.

Access road south of Wellfield House
This leads round to a small cul-de-sac development
of comparatively modern houses set in an isolated
and tranquil location bordering the allotments to
the east and characterised by attractively planted
front gardens.
Most prominent within the garden of Wellfield
House is, amongst many fine trees, a magnificent
pine.
The footpath narrows considerably becoming an
enclosed alleyway between garden boundary and,
eventually, building walls as it climbs the steps that
give access onto Wellington Street.

The Duke of Wellington public house
To the rear, the pub garden comprises a grassed
open space with surrounding planting beds.
Prominent within these are mature specimens of
beech, sycamore, ash, pine and cypress which
enclose the Conservation Area on this side and
create an attractive backdrop to it.
On the eastern side of Chesterfield Road the
Conservation Area boundary encloses a group of
dwellings on Asker Lane.

Narrow alley on western side of Wellfield House
Here, trees and shrubs extending to significant belts
of planting within large private gardens are
prominent within both the streetscene and the
Conservation Area as a whole.
On the northern side of the road dense frontage
planting obscures views into Matlock Saddlery while
further east there is gardenesque tree and shrub
planting associated with the entrance to the modern
development of Amberdene.

Trees on the boundary with open countryside
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Much of the garden structure is still in place. An
upper level walkway/ promenade runs across the
south front of the building before extending to the
west beneath an archway festooned with climbing
plants. This overlooks borders planted with shrubs
and coniferous trees and a grassed open space
which was probably used for croquet.

The most significant features are the large ash tree
in the grounds of the pumping station at the end of
the row of houses, specimens of horse chestnut and
sycamore planted on the boundary between
dwellings and the countryside and mature trees
(sycamore and lime) within the grounds of West
Lea which make such a positive contribution to the
streetscene of Chesterfield Road.
Immediately to the south of Wellington Street, the
triangular area, that is bordered on its eastern side
by Chesterfield Road, is occupied by offices of
Derbyshire County Council. This area was used as
allotments in the early twentieth century and might
have been part of the complex of nurseries that
occupied large areas of land to the north of the
Conservation Area before that. Today a stone wall
defines the boundary of the site on its northern and
eastern sides behind which are well planted gardens
associated with the offices. These comprise an
array of mixed ornamental trees and shrubs which
together create an attractive feature at the junction
of the two main roads and help to substantially
screen the buildings. Notable features include the
cypress trees on the Wellington Street frontage and
cherry, weeping willow (Salix chrysocoma) and
copper beech trees on the eastern side.

The south front of Chatsworth Hall
This is enclosed with beds containing a range of
trees and shrubs – many of which are evergreen –
which create an effective visual screen against the
road. The lawn is bordered on its southern side by
a retaining wall and is separated from a tennis court
by a dense belt of vegetation that includes a line of
mature cypress trees. On the western side a
pathway, which is largely hidden by dense
vegetation (mostly laurel), leads down from the hall
to Wellfield in the south. The tennis courts are very
dilapidated, overgrown with weeds and surrounded
by a chain link fence that is in a very poor state of
repair.

Planting within the grounds of the County Council offices
Chatsworth Hall is situated on neighbouring land to
the south and now forms part of the County
Council complex. Formerly this was variously
known as Poplar Cottage, Poplar Hydro and Jeffs
Poplar Hydro. During the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries the hydro stood in its own
grounds which were gradually developed. Small
gardens immediately to the north and south of the
building were substantially extended to the west
then to the south. Photographs of “Jeff’s Poplar”
taken in the early twentieth century show formal
gardens with arbours, sitting areas, pergolas and
other rustic timber structures, an impressive water
feature and a bowling green. Tennis, of course, was
also offered as an activity.

Dilapidated tennis courts
The southern boundary with Wellfield is marked by
a stone wall and a laurel hedge. A thick belt of
mature trees and shrubs on the embankment
immediately behind this completely obscures any
view to the house and gardens.
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Planting on the boundary with Wellfield
Wellfield defines the southern boundary of the
subzone. It extends as an unmade road from its
junction with Chesterfield Road before petering out
into the footpath that extends along the northern
edge of the allotments and Wellfield House before
becoming a residential access road and joining
Wellington Street at its junction with Rutland Street.
Main features include:
•
•
•

magnificent pine and cedar trees to the
front of number 117 Wellfield
superb panoramic views across the
allotments to Riber Castle in the south
the narrow enclosed nature of the footpath
with stone wall boundaries on its southern
side and thick hedges on garden boundaries
to the north.

Wellfield footpath
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