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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PREAMBLE 

1.1.1 WYG has been appointed by William Davis Ltd to provide a Transport Position Statement for 

the promotion of land off Gritstone Road in Matlock, Derbyshire for the development of up to 

430 residential dwellings, a new link road and a small local centre to serve the development. 

The area of land being promoted is shown edged red in Figure 1.  

1.1.2 Derbyshire County Council (DCC) is the local highway authority and Derbyshire Dales District 

Council (DDDC) is the local planning authority for the area. 

1.1.3 This report has been prepared in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework and 

seeks to demonstrate that: 

• The opportunities for sustainable transport modes have been taken up depending 

on the nature and location of the site, to reduce the need for major transport 

infrastructure; 

• Safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all people; and 

• Improvements can be undertaken within the transport network that cost effectively 

limits the significant impacts of the development. 

1.1.4 This report also makes reference to the Transport Evidence Base report (December 2016) 

produced for DDDC and DCC for the Derbyshire Dales Local Plan examination.  



 

WYG Transport Planning 
  
 

WYG Transport Planning part of the WYG Group                                                creative minds safe hands 

 
www.wyg.com 

5 

 

2 EXISTING CONDITIONS 

2.1 EXISTING SITE 

2.1.1 The existing site comprises approximately 24ha of land to the north-west of Gritstone Road, 

north of Matlock and is currently pastoral fields. The site is bounded to the east by residential 

development off Gritstone Road and Bentley Close and to the south by residential development 

off Cavendish Road. To the west and north of the site is adjoining agricultural land and 

woodland. 

2.2 SURROUNDING AREA 

2.2.1 The site is located on the northern edge of Matlock, with the town centre being located 

approximately 1 mile to the south-west of the site. Matlock is the county town of Derbyshire 

and is situated approximately 9 miles to the south-east of Chesterfield and approximately 19 

miles to the north of Derby.  

2.3 EXISTING HIGHWAY NETWORK 

2.3.1 Gritstone Road is a residential estate road that forms a loop road arrangement off the A632 

Chesterfield Road via two simple priority T-junctions (Sandy Lane and Wolds Road) 

approximately 230m apart. Gritstone Road is a single carriageway route with footways on 

either side of the carriageway. The carriageway width on Gritstone Road is generally 6 metres, 

although this reduces to a width of 5m on the section of Gritstone Road to the west of Wolds 

Road. Footway widths along Gritstone Road are generally 3 metres. 

2.3.2 Gritstone Road is subject to a 30mph speed limit and there are street lighting facilities on 

either side of the route. There are no parking restrictions on Gritstone Road and the route has 

frontage access to the vast majority of dwellings with off-street car parking provided for most 

dwellings through garages or private drives, although site observations note that some parking 

on footways occurs around the junction with Bentley Close. There are a total of approximately 

108 dwellings served off Gritstone Road, Wellington Close, Bentley Close and Sandy Lane. 

2.3.3 To the north of Gritstone Road, Sandy Lane continues as a single vehicle width, loosely 

surfaced, ‘track’ for a distance of approximately 1,200m and serves a number of agricultural 
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fields plus 6 or 7 dwellings/farmhouses. This length of Sandy Lane forms part of a public 

footpath route. 

2.3.4 Cavendish Road is situated to the north of Matlock town centre and is a single carriageway 

route that, together with Wolds Rise, effectively forms a cul-de-sac loop road arrangement off 

Wellington Street. Cavendish Road and adjacent streets are subject to a 30mph speed limit 

and have street lighting facilities. Cavendish Road and the surrounding streets provide access 

to approximately 350 properties, plus a playing field and a staff car parking area (100+ 

spaces) for the nearby Derbyshire County Council offices. 

2.3.5 There are lengths of Cavendish Road where there is a footway on one side of the route only 

and pockets of on-street car parking restrict the working carriageway width to a single lane. 

Cavendish Road and Wolds Rise also form part of a bus route. 

2.3.6 The junction of Cavendish Road and Wellington Street is a non-standard layout; being a 

priority Y-junction layout where the minor road (Cavendish Road) approaches the major road 

at an oblique angle. This can create road safety concerns as drivers approaching the give way 

line have to look back over their shoulder to see eastbound vehicles on Wellington Street 

approaching the junction. 

2.3.7 The A632 Chesterfield Road is situated to the east of the site and provides a radial route south 

to Matlock town centre and a route north towards Chesterfield. The A632 is a classified county 

road and, in the vicinity of Gritstone Road, it has an overall highway width of 15 metres, 

comprising a 7m wide carriageway with a 6m wide verge to the east and a 2m wide footway to 

the west. To the south of the junction with Wolds Road the A632 is subject to a steep (14%) 

gradient on the descent to Matlock town centre. 

2.4 BASELINE TRAFFIC CONDITIONS 

2.4.1 The Transport Evidence Base report indicates that there are instances of existing peak hour 

traffic congestion within Matlock; specifically on the A615 Bakewell Road approach to the 

Crown Island junction and this has been confirmed by our own traffic surveys and baseline 

capacity assessments.  
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3 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

3.1.1 The proposed development will comprise up to 430 new dwellings, a small local centre 

including a small supermarket (Class A1), hot food takeaway (Class A5) and/or local 

community facility (Class D1), associated public open space and amenity space. The proposed 

site layout plan is attached as Appendix A to this report. 

3.2 PROPOSED SITE ACCESS 

3.2.1 Vehicular access to the site is proposed via the provision of a new link road between Pinewood 

Road, to the west of the site, and Gritstone Road, to the east. The link road would have a 

carriageway width of 6 metres (to facilitate access by bus) and a 2m wide footway on either 

side of the route. 

3.2.2 The proposed link road would not only provide access to the proposed development but would 

also provide a second point of access to the existing residential area served off Wolds Rise and 

Cavendish Road and an alternative route for traffic between the A632 Chesterfield Road, north 

of Matlock, and the existing residential areas to the north of Cavendish Road. 

3.2.3 It is also proposed, as part of the access works, to undertake some localised carriageway 

widening along both Pinewood Road and Gritstone Road to achieve a 6m carriageway width. 

This is achievable as there are footways along both Pinewood Road and Gritstone Road with 

widths in excess of 3 metres. 

3.2.4 A supplementary access would also be provided to the proposed development via an extension 

of Hurker Rise. The geometry of this route is not as generous as Pinewood Road and it is 

therefore proposed that the link to Hurker Rise would be designed as a secondary route for the 

development so as to encourage traffic to utilise the primary link road as much as possible. 

3.2.5 A pedestrian/cycle only link will be provided to the development site from Far Cross and a 

pedestrian link will be provided at the north-east corner of the development to the existing 

public footpath on Sandy Lane. 
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4 SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

4.1.1 This section considers the existing walking, cycling and public transport infrastructure in the 

vicinity of the proposed development as well as describing the new infrastructure proposed to 

fully integrate the site with the local area, helping to positively influence travel patterns and 

thereby place less reliance on the private car. This review of the availability of walking, cycling 

and public transport options in the vicinity of the proposed development helps to define the 

ways in which the development can effectively integrate with the surrounding areas and 

connect with local facilities.  

4.2 PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES 

Existing infrastructure 

4.2.1 There are existing footway facilities on both sides of Gritstone Road in the immediate vicinity 

of the site, both of which have a width of 3m. There are also wide footways on both sides of 

Wolds Road and Sandy Lane and a 2m wide footway to the north of the A632 in close 

proximity to the site. There is a short length (approx. 60m) of footpath at the end of 

Wellington Close that provides a convenient link to the A632 and bus stops on both sides of 

the road. The footpath is hard surfaced but is not lit. 

4.2.2 There is an existing signal controlled pedestrian crossing of the A632 Chesterfield Road to the 

north of the junction with Wolds Road. This provides a crossing point for pedestrians to the 

Highfields upper school site which is located to the south-east of the A632. There are dropped 

crossings with tactile paving on both Wolds Road and Sandy Lane at the junctions with the 

A632. There are also dropped crossings with tactile paving on all four approaches to the 

A632/Wellington Street/Asker Lane crossroads junction, with central pedestrian refuges on the 

A632(S) and Wellington Street approaches. 

4.2.3 There are existing footway facilities on either side of Pinewood Road having minimum widths 

of 2m, with the footway on the east side of the road having a width in excess of 4m along its 

length. There are also footways on either side of Hurker Rise, Far Cross and Wolds Rise in 

close proximity to the site. There are existing public footpath routes that lead west from 
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Cavendish Road linking to Farley Hill and there are also public footpath routes leading south 

from Cavendish Road to Jackson Road and to Wellington Street.      

Pedestrian Accessibility 

4.2.4 The Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation in their document ‘Guidelines for 

Providing for Journeys on Foot’ state that “walking accounts for over a quarter of all journeys 

and four fifths of journeys less than one mile”. The document also provides guidance on 

acceptable walking distances and suggests that a preferred maximum walking distance of 2km 

is applicable for commuting or school trips. 

4.2.5 For the purposes of this report it has therefore been assumed that a walking trip distance of 

2km represents a realistic maximum distance. Figure 2 depicts a 2km walking catchment from 

the site and this illustrates that the following local amenities and facilities are within a 

reasonable walk distance of the proposed development: 

• Highfields Upper School 

• St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

• Derbyshire County Council offices 

• Derbyshire Dale District Council offices 

• Matlock town centre 

• Cavendish Fields Playing Fields 

• Hall Leys Park 

• Matlock Town Football Club 

• Matlock Golf Club 

• Matlock rail station 

4.2.6 It is therefore considered that the proposed development is within a reasonable walk distance 

of key local amenities and facilities, including employment, educational, retail and leisure 

facilities, although it is acknowledged that the steep gradients involved in walking trips 

between the proposed development and Matlock town centre may discourage less fit/able 

pedestrians from undertaking these journeys by foot.  
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4.3 CYCLE FACILITIES 

Existing infrastructure 

4.3.1 The Cycle Derbyshire Map indicates that there are no formal cycle routes in the immediate 

vicinity of the proposed development. 

Cycle Accessibility  

4.3.2 The DfT National Traffic Survey 2015 states that the average length of a cycle journey is 3 

miles (4.8km). It can therefore be concluded that approximately 5km represents a reasonable 

average cycling distance. 

4.3.3 A distance of 5km from the centre of the proposed development incorporates all of Matlock, 

plus Tansley, Matlock Bath and Hackney; although it is acknowledged that the steep gradients 

involved in trips to/from the proposed development may discourage less fit/able cyclists to 

undertake these journeys. 

4.4 PROPOSED NEW PEDESTRIAN/CYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE 

4.4.1 The proposals include for the provision of appropriate internal footways and the internal 

highway layout will include shared surface routes, thereby encouraging lower vehicle speeds 

and encouraging greater use by pedestrians and cyclists. 

4.4.2 New pedestrian links are proposed to Far Cross and Sandy Lane, providing connections to the 

existing footway network and existing public rights of way. The proposed link to Far Cross 

would also be designed as a cycle route.  

4.5 PUBLIC TRANSPORT (BUS) 

4.5.1 There are existing bus stops on both Wolds Rise and the A632 Chesterfield Road that are 

within a reasonable walk distance of the site. The details of the local bus services that use the 

stops on the A632 and Wolds Rise are contained in Appendix B and summarised overleaf in 

Table 1. 
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Table 1 – Local Bus Services 

Service Route 

Frequency (minutes) 

Mon-Sat 

(daytime) 

Mon-Sat 

(evenings) 

Sundays 

(9am-7pm) 

Stagecoach X17 Sheffield – Chesterfield – Matlock 60 120 60 

Hulleys 63 Chesterfield – Matlock – Clay Cross 
5 services a day in each 

direction 
- 

G&J Holmes M1 
Matlock – Asker Lane – Cavendish 

Park 
60 - - 

4.5.2 It can be seen from the above that the proposed development is within an easy walk distance 

of bus services with a combined frequency of 2 buses per hour to/from Matlock during the 

main working day. 

4.6 PROPOSED NEW BUS INFRASTRUCTURE / SERVICES 

4.6.1 It is proposed that the developers of the site would provide a new shuttle bus service between 

the site and Matlock town centre (including Matlock rail station). It is proposed that the service 

would operate at a 30-minute frequency between 7am and 7pm, Monday to Saturday, and 

funding would be set aside for this to be provided for a minimum period of 5-years.  An 

appropriate trigger point for the start of service will be agreed with DCC, although full bus 

penetration of the development is dependent upon completion of the link road.  

4.6.2 The shuttle bus service would connect with other bus services available at Bakewell Road in 

Matlock town centre and the rail station, providing interchange with a large number of other 

bus service destinations and rail services. It is envisaged that the bus service would benefit not 

only residents of the proposed development but also existing residents in the Cavendish Road 

area as it would provide greater service frequency in the area. There is also the potential for 

the service to co-ordinate with the existing M1 bus service so as to provide enhanced 

commercial viability of the existing service. 

4.6.3 Appropriate bus stop infrastructure would be provided within the proposed development to 

ensure that all dwellings would be within a 400m walk distance of a bus stop. The stops would 

have shelters with seating and lighting, timetable display cases and raised bus boarder kerbs. 

It is envisaged that 3 new bus stops would be provided within the proposed development. 
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4.6.4 It is proposed that provision is made for the supply of 2 x 3-month bus passes per dwelling 

(upon request) for local bus services. An application form for bus passes would be included as 

part of a New Residents Travel Pack provided by the developers of the site to all new 

residents. 

4.7 PUBLIC TRANSPORT - RAIL 

4.7.1 The nearest rail station to the site is Matlock rail station, which is located approximately 2km 

to the south-west of the site. There are regular rail services (hourly) to Derby and Nottingham 

from Matlock, together with heritage tourist and visitor services operated by Peak Rail to 

Darley Dale and Rowsley South. Pay and display car parking is available at the station and 

there is cycle parking available for approximately 12 cycles. PlusBus ticketing is also available 

at the station, which allows users to add unlimited bus travel (with participating operators) in 

the Matlock area to their train ticket. 

4.7.2 The proposed new shuttle bus service would include a stop at Matlock rail station and it is 

proposed that appropriate rail timetable information will be provided in the new resident travel 

packs to encourage greater use of rail as an alternative travel mode.  

4.8 SUMMARY 

4.8.1 The site has good pedestrian and cycle accessibility with a range of facilities available within 

reasonable walking and cycling distance of the development, although it is acknowledged that 

the steep gradients involved in walk/cycle trips to/from the town centre could be a barrier to 

the promotion of travel by these modes. Matlock town centre and Chesterfield are accessible 

using existing bus services and a new shuttle bus service is proposed to serve the 

development to provide interchange with other bus service destinations departing from 

Matlock town centre and with rail services at Matlock rail station. Given the proximity of the 

site to the local facilities, travel on foot and cycling is a possibility for a proportion of local trips 

during both peak and off peak periods, with public transport (bus) options providing for 

journeys to Chesterfield. Longer journeys to destinations such as Derby and Nottingham can 

be accommodated by rail. 


