WOLDS ACTION GROUP
Traffic, roads infrastructure and sustainable transport
Evidence for this statement has been gathered using facebook during the winter months.
N.B. Matlock and environs are tourist hotspots and traffic is susceptible to large increases
during holiday periods and in particular the summer months. Previous evidence presented to
Council does not appear to have this fully factored in. Local roads serving Cavendish Park
and Gritstone Road are extremely busy, constrained by parked vehicles and cannot cope
with existing demand.
This hearing statement aims to evidence that the Wolds Site (site HC2U) is an unsuitable,
unsustainable site due to traffic and road infrastructure constraints and should be removed
from the Local Plan. References are made to Wolds Action Group Statement on the DDDC
Draft Local Plan – abbreviated as WAGS Statement.
NPPF says: “In preparing Local Plans, local planning authorities should therefore support a
pattern of development which, where reasonable to do so, facilitates the use of sustainable
modes of transport.”p9 (see pages 10-12 in WAGS Statement)
The Derbyshire Dales Local Plan admits: “2.34 Although rail linkages are good, traffic
congestion is a significant issue within the market towns and this has the potential to restrict
growth. Ensuring that development takes place in locations readily served by public transport
and that essential community facilities are accessible by sustainable means, will partially
address this issue, and will also be beneficial in respect of reducing carbon emissions.”
Below we demonstrate how that will not be feasible as regards the Wolds site.
To view video and photographic evidence online follow this link and select Photos and
Videos from the menu on the left:
https://www.facebook.com/saveourmatlockgreenfields/?ref=page_internal

Map showing the locations photographs were taken.
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Chesterfield Road (A632) traffic
Chesterfield Road is one of the main commuter routes in and out of Matlock. As such it is
heavily used and subject to constant traffic, particularly at peak times. The proposed main
site access would route onto it using Wolds Road or Sandy Lane.
Wolds Road would be a feeder road to the new access point for a proposed site of 430
houses to and from Chesterfield Road (A632). If this were to go ahead there will be constant
traffic backlogs through Gritstone Rd/Bentley Close increasing pollution, noise and danger
for existing residents and children making their way to nearby Highfields School.

8.52am Mon 20 Feb 2017. Here we can see the traffic build up on Chesterfield Road.
Traffic queues past Wolds Road from the junction of Chesterfield Road and Lumsdale Road
more than 250 metres away, towards Chesterfield, from where these photographs were
taken and further towards the Wellington Street junction with the A632.
Wolds Road and Sandy Lane are used as drop off points for children attending Highfields
School which is on the opposite, South-Eastern side of the A632. Further North-East on
Chesterfield Road, parents turn into Lumsdale Road to drop off at school and this quickly
causes traffic queues as shown. There is a pelican crossing not far from Wolds Road
leading to the school grounds however there is no such facility at or near Lumsdale Road.
Should development take place the cumulative residual effects of traffic increases and
queues at this location will be severe.
Photographs 1

Cavendish Rd / Wellington Street Junction pinch point
The sharp turn into Cavendish Road off Wellington Street results in a bottle neck quickly
forming when any large vehicles attempt to gain access.
Photographs 2

Approx 8.50am Wed 15 Feb. Facebook comment: “Bus turning off Wellington Street into
Cavendish Road quickly causes traffic build up.”
This is a common occurrence. A commenter wrote on Facebook on 6 March 2017: “Bus also
struggled to get along Cavendish Rd after the Wolds Rise turning due to a couple of trader’s
vans parked on the road working at one of the houses.
“Unfortunately I was on my own driving behind it so couldn't take a photo. I did think if it was
a fire engine it would not get past!”
As it happens, a paramedic captured exactly that situation in a separate incident below. A
fire engine struggles to get all the way along Cavendish Road.

Photograph 3

Photograph 4

Cavendish Fields football fields and associated traffic.
Photographs 5

Bent Lane, Saturday 18 February. FB comment: “Cavendish Fields is a popular and well
used sporting facility. Below you can see a full tennis court car park at Bent Lane and the
chaos that happens when it empties, sometimes three times in a day.”
“The whole road backs up past the houses and is blocked until the other end of Wolds Rise
moves, sometimes this takes 10-15 minutes. Residents cannot get out of drives and we
dread to think if there was an emergency.”
Further development in the area with any additional traffic emerging close to this location will
again bring about severe cumulative effects both here, the Wolds Rise/Cavendish Road
junction and the pinch point at the junction with Wellington Street.

Additional developments in the immediate vicinity
WAGS commissioned Sanderson Consulting Engineers to visit the site and review the local
plan transport evidence base document and a statement supplied by DDDC called Access
Feasibility Study which is site specific. A scanned copy of their report is in appendix 2.
DDDC has recently approved additional planning applications in the immediate vicinity of the
Wolds Road junction, including a further 25 homes at Moor Croft, 86 homes South of Quarry
Lane, 58 on land at the Golf Course and there is extant planning permission for 88 houses
on land off Asker Lane. All of these developments route directly onto Chesterfield Road.
The map below roughly pinpoints these, along with a pin showing the location of Wolds
Road.

These new developments will increase pressure on all local roads in the vicinty. In several
areas, traffic will exceed the capacity of the road network. According to DDDC’s Local Plan
Transport Evidence Base “With Planned Development” Traffic on Chestefield Road will see
a 100% increase; Matlock Green will see a 44% increase; Bank Road will be over capacity
at 106% and Crown Square will see an increase of 57%. Refer to WAGS Statement pages
13-16.

The TEB was put together before planning permission was granted for the Golf Club
development and thus under estimates the full impact of development traffic on the road
network. See Sanderson Associates Consulting Engineers comments in the appendix
2.
Photograph 6 19 Feb 2017 Matlock Green traffic and eventual accident in which a
motorcyclist is injured

Photograph 7

These photographs relate to the traffic surveys providing evidence for the Transport
Evidence Base documents (see pages 13-14 of WAGS Statement) demonstrating the

counters do not show the proper demand on the road network by being in a place where
standing traffic skews the data. Chesterfield Road/Limetree Road is presently the main route
between the split Highfields School sites.

Sustainable Transportation
NPPF P30. “Encouragement should be given to solutions which support reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions and reduce congestion. In preparing Local Plans, local planning
authorities should therefore support a pattern of development which, where reasonable to do
so, facilitates the use of sustainable modes of transport.”
Allocating one of the largest strategic sites in a local plan at one of the highest points above
the town centre is not sensible or feasible. See page 10 paragraph 9 of WAGS statement.
Residents of any age without cars will be effectively marooned, as public transport is not
frequent and the site is virtually inaccessible during bad weather as it is above the snow line.
Any development here is encouraging increased use of the least sustainable method of
transport – the car, in direct contravention of NPPF policies. See WAGS Statement pages
9-12
Developers say mitigation measures and transportation initiatives make this development
sustainable, however the elevated position of the site and the severe gradient to reach it
means that an average person will simply not walk or cycle to the site.
Bank Road is listed in the top 100 Greatest cycling climbs list which is “A list of some of the
hardest climbs in the UK” See page 32 of WAGS Statement.
Follow the link to discover just how challenging the climb is.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6Nthqp05NM
Also in 2016 Bank road is included in the route of the Aviva Women’s Cycle Tour and
Professional Cyclists described the climb as “Brutal”. Below is the official feed on the Bank
Road section of the race.

Gradients of routes to and on the proposed site
Government guidelines make it clear that new developments should be designed to reduce
short car journeys and encourage walking and cycling. This naturally extends out to the
surrounding areas serving new developments. Guidelines also make recommendations for
gradients and Bank Road is more than twice the recommended maximum of 5% stated.
Guidance also says “…..8% should generally be considered as a maximum, which is the
limit of most wheelchair users.” Gradients on slopes at the Eastern part of the site exceed
8% and much of the site has slopes in excess of 5%
Looking at all possible pedestrian access routes from the town centre up to the development
site we can see that:





Bank Road from the Post Office to its junction with Wellington Street has an average
gradient of 13.75% over the 643 metres - a maximum gradient of 20%.
Steep Turn Pike from where it begins to ascend at its junction with New Street to where it
joins Chesterfield Road has an average gradient of 12.5% over the 256 metres and a
maximum gradient of 16%.
The section of Chesterfield Rd between Steep Turn Pike and Wolds Road has an
average gradient of 10.3% over the 870 metres and a maximum gradient of 13%.

All possible pedestrian routes to the proposed site far exceed the maximum Government
guidance for recommended gradients relating to development roads.
In November 2016 The Wolds Action Group invited all 39 DDDC Councillors, selected
officers and representatives from the prospective developers to walk (or cycle),
accompanied, from the centre of town up to the proposed site to experience for themselves
the practicalities of walking or cycling. Taking the most direct route this walk covers a
distance of some 1090 metres with an average gradient of 12.2%
3 Councillors took part, 3 declined on health grounds, the developers didn’t respond, leading
us to conclude that both councillors and developers know exactly how unrealistic the idea of
walking or cycling to and from the proposed site into Matlock really is. Photos below show
2/3rds of the way up the shortest pedestrian route and Far Cross which is approximately the
midpoint of the site. We suggest the Inspector duplicates the challenge walk by the shortest
route from Matlock Post Office up Bank Road, Rutland Street, bear left at the junction with
Wellington Street, turn right to ascend Rockside Steps and Wolds Rise and right into Far
Cross. This will enable him to get a proper feel for the physical challenge being put forward
as sustainable.

Photograph 8

Photograph 9

Bus Usage
Developers have talked about putting on a more frequent bus service. However we have
been monitoring existing bus usage and current usage figures are financially unsustainable
for any business.

A Wolds Action Group member sat on a bus to record a day’s usage. The recorded
passenger numbers are broadly similar to those below which are provided by Derbyshire
County Council for the services they subsidise.
Below is a table of average passengers using data supplied by DCC. The figures in column
2 are for the subsidised Saturday bus service and are an average of passenger numbers on
each journey throughout the past year. For the non-subsidised service (column 3) a local
resident spent a whole day on the bus counting passengers both on and off at each stop. A
full copy of the recorded data is available, if required.
Times
08:34
08:35
08.54
09.54
10.54
11.54
12.54
13.54
14.54
15.54
16.54
17.51 (63A)

Average passenger numbers
(Saturday subsidised service)

2.6
6.2
7.4
8.4
4.3
5.3
5.6
3.4
4.3
4

Total passenger numbers (nonsubsidised service - Tuesday)
2
1
3
10
10
12
Does not run on weekdays
9
12
School Holidays Only
7
5

Further data supplied by DCC states that the 3 services subsidised on weekdays have an
average passenger number of 1.61 per journey. The rate of usage for these DCC subsidised
services are:


Wolds Rise to Matlock Railway station 08.35 service averages 0.56 passengers per day



Matlock Railway Station to Asker Lane averages 1.46 passengers per day



Matlock Bakewell Rd to Clay Cross service 32A which serves Cavendish Park service
averages 2.81 passengers.

A huge modal shift in behaviour would need to occur for bus services to be an effective
strategy. Developers and others can hypothesize at length however the evidence showing
very low uptake cannot be denied.
Recent observations on our Facebook page regarding local bus usage around the site
included:



Always see it on Wellington street approx 8.45am every week day with not a single
person on it. Or at most one passenger!
Monday 6 March: The bus turning into Cavendish Road just after 8.30am had Zero
passengers. After its tour around Wolds Rise it left Cavendish Road still with ZERO
passengers.








M1 bus spotted at 17:08 on 7 March 2017 turning off Cavendish Road onto Wellington
Street. Not one passenger on board. This service is hardly used and only by those with
no car. If you have a car and need to go to Matlock you drive and don't get the bus.
63A on 8 March 2017 17:53 from County Hall to Ashover to Clay Cross empty. Does
anyone use these services?
On Monday evening while walking my dog I saw the 63 heading on to Cavendish with 3
passengers and when it left the bottom of Wolds Rise to head back to Wellington street
there was 1 passenger on it
8.58am. Fri 10 march. M1 heading up Bank Rd (the steep part after Smedley Street) with
0 passengers.

Conclusion
The NPPF is very clear about developments being able to utilise sustainable transport as a
means of avoiding additional impacts on the roads network. Para 35. “Plans should protect
and exploit opportunities for the use of sustainable transport modes for the movement of
goods or people. Therefore, developments should be located and designed where practical
to give priority to pedestrian and cycle movements, and have access to high quality
public transport facilities
The evidence presented by WAGS and many others, throughout the plan process,
undeniably demonstrates that the Matlock Wolds site is the most impractical and
unsustainable with more insurmountable constraints than any other under consideration.
Please see appendix 1 which is a letter obtained under a FOI request in which DDDC
inform interested parties the site is wholly unsuitable for development.
No one can change the topographical evidence: that it is an elevated site near to the highest
point in Matlock – up to 800 feet above sea level - with an arduous gradient between the site
and all facilities of the town centre.
Realistically, very few people will walk to and from town centre amenities from the proposed
site unburdened, never mind carrying shopping bags, and evidence clearly demonstrates
that people are not using the existing bus services and there is no evidence to suggest there
will be a large modal shift in behaviour.

Appendices
Appendix 1

Appendix 2

