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INTRODUCTION
The Purpose of a Conservation Area Character
Appraisal
As conservation areas are designated for their
‘special architectural and or historic interest’ it
should be noted that when considering the
designation of a Conservation Area, or potential
alteration of the boundary, either by extension or
reduction, the restriction of potential development
within the area is not a factor. Reference in this
regard should be made to the relevant national and
local planning policy guidance and legislation. The
relevant policies and legislation which would apply
to development in this Conservation Area are
outlined in more detail in Section 8 of this
document.

A conservation area is “an area of special architectural or
historic interest the character or appearance of which it is
desirable to preserve or enhance.” Conservation areas are
designated under section 69 of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). The
Council is obliged by section 71 of the same Act to
formulate and publish proposals for the
preservation and enhancement of any parts of their
area, which are conservation areas.
Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) has an
approved programme to review its existing
Conservation Areas (33 in total) and to consider
other potential areas in their administrative
boundary for conservation area designation, which
have usually been identified, by a Town or Parish
Council.
The contents of this Conservation Area Appraisal
are intended both as a guide for owners and
occupiers of buildings within the conservation areas
and as a guide for the Local Planning Authority.
Once approved the contents are a material
consideration when determining applications for
development, dealing with appeals or proposing
works for the preservation or enhancement of the
area.
This Appraisal document defines and records the
special architectural and historic interest of the Kirk
Ireton Conservation Area & identifies some
opportunities for enhancement. The Appraisal
follows the model set out in English Heritage
guidance (Guidance on Conservation Area
Appraisals - February 2006).
This includes consideration of the following
factors: Context
 Origins and Development.
 Archaeology
 Architecture and Building Materials
 Landscape
 Setting and Character
 Problems, Pressures & Capacity for Change
 Policy and Legislation
 Boundary Review
The Appraisal considers the wider setting of the
area, the historic development of the settlement and
its immediate environs.
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SUMMARY OF SPECIAL INTEREST


A core of traditional historic buildings
surrounded by a much wider historic
landscape.



A ‘secretive’ approach to the village along
narrow lanes enclosed by hedgerows.



Public footpaths provide a network for
pedestrian access around the village and
surrounding land.



Views from the settlement especially from
the east and north are out across an
attractive agricultural landscape.



The area is overtly rural – the village is
surrounded by agricultural land, with fields
bordered by trees and hedgerows.



The village core is a formed of a group of
buildings mainly spanning the 18th and 19th
centuries, with later 20th century properties
at its periphery but the area retains a strong
sense of visual integrity due to construction
methods and materials.



The village has a number of traditional
buildings, both listed and unlisted, which
provide historic character and context.



A formal linear axis along Main Street with
informal lanes leading to the south of the
village, Hemp Yard, Well Banks, Coffin
Lane, Nether Lane etc.



The village is virtually all residential,
comprising predominantly stone cottages
and buildings.



A high quality environment with most
traditional buildings and associated land in
good condition.



Most buildings in the village are
constructed in sandstone with clay tile as
the
predominant
roofing
material
(Staffordshire Blues).



Most of the historic buildings have retained
chimneystacks.



There are a number of green spaces within
the village that provide a setting for the
surrounding buildings, particularly at Town
Head and close to the Church.
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Many of the properties have fine specimen
trees in their gardens which provide an
attractive backdrop to the properties.



In many places there are no formal
pavements only informal grass verges
which add to the overall rural character.



There are a number of stone walls –
boundary walls, retaining walls etc., which
provide a sense of enclosure to the
streetscape.
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1. Kirk Ireton in Context

KIRK IRETON IN CONTEXT

the tiny hamlet of Blackwall, home of the Blackwell
family since the 15th century.

Derbyshire Dales

Kirk Ireton has been a place of human habitation
since the Bronze Age, to which several small
Bronze Age burial sites and artefacts bear witness.
For centuries the village has been home to around
400 inhabitants and records show that in 1851 it
contained around 130 houses with circa 569
inhabitants. This stability of population has been
attributed, primarily, to being all that the land could
support but also due to the difficulties of
approaching it compared to the surrounding
villages. Idridgehay lies some 300 feet below it in
the Ecclesbourne Valley and expanded due to its
19th century rail routes towards the north.
Hognaston to the west, beyond what was a marsh
area (now Carsington Water) was one of the main
Derby to Manchester road routes.

The Derbyshire Dales are located within the East
Midlands and form most of the western side of the
County of Derbyshire. The Derbyshire Dales
administrative District covers an area of
approximately 79,000 hectares (307 sq miles) and
comprises some of the most diverse and beautiful
scenic areas in Britain. The Peak District National
Park covers over half the area of the Derbyshire
Dales and is responsible for the planning functions
in that area. Outside of the Peak District National
Park, Derbyshire Dales covers approximately
33,000 hectares (128 sq miles) of land with a total
population of around 45,000. Within the District
itself there are 33 Conservation Areas and circa
1330 listed buildings.

Despite low grade agricultural land, farming was
always the predominant industry in the parish, with
around 480 acres under cultivation circa 1086.
Ridge and furrow in some of the fields indicates
that early farming was arable. During the war there
were around 30 farms recorded but by the 1960s
this had diminished to around 9 and is now small in
scale compared to a working population which now
commute to Derby and other local towns for their
employment. Other small businesses and shops in
the village have unfortunately been lost over the
decades, including workshops of craftsmen and
artists, one such craftsman being proficient in
‘linen-fold’ carving. However despite this, the
village has managed to maintain its inherent
community spirit with the Church, village hall,
school, public house and small community
shop/post office continuing village related activities.
Many of the families in Kirk Ireton have lived there
for generations.

The majority of the District is rural in character and
comprises attractive areas of countryside
interspersed with a large number of villages and
hamlets. The main settlements within the District
are Matlock (population 9500), Wirksworth
(population 5200) and Ashbourne (population
7000).
There is a definite contrast in landscape ranging
from rugged uplands in the north to the softer
fertile agricultural land in the south. Equally there is
a diverse range of building materials; from the
creamy pink sandstones, buff grit-stone, grey-white
limestone and charcoal grey slates found
predominantly in the north; to the warm orange-red
brick, bluish hues of Staffordshire tiles and crisp
brown, sepia thatch, brick and timber framing
found further south.
Location and Population
The village of Kirk Ireton is located approximately
4 miles to the south west of Wirksworth in an
elevated position (circa 700feet above sea level)
overlooking the lower Derwent and Trent valleys,
on reasonable farming ground and with natural
resources of gritstone, sand and gravel within its
parish boundaries. The name purports to mean “the
church on the farm of the Irishman” or “Church of
the Irish Enclosure”.

Nicholas Pevsner described the village as “A very
good stone built village with a homogenous character”. The
intrinsic character and appearance of the historic
village is due to the scale and layout of its buildings
and coupled with traditional materials, natural
gritstone walls and clay tile roofs which give the
village a distinctive and cohesive character.

The village has a number of interesting historic
buildings dating to the 17th century. The earliest
building is Holy Trinity Church and the Barley Mow
Inn, Church Farm, Rose Bank and Ingwell Cottage
and Brook Cottage are amongst the oldest. A short
distance to the south-west of the village, but beyond
the confines of the Conservation Area boundary is

Kirk Ireton Conservation Area

Local & National Designated Heritage Assets:

In August 1971, having been identified as being of
special architectural and historic character and
appearance, Kirk Ireton was designated a
Conservation Area by West Derbyshire Council, an
early designation following the Civic Amenities Act
3

of 1967. At that time the conservation area
boundary was drawn quite tightly around the built
development which formed the core of the village.
In 1992 the Conservation Area was reviewed and
extended quite considerably. This was triggered by a
request from the Parish Council who considered
that the village had suffered considerable pressure
for development, much on the edges of the existing
conservation area. The original tightly drawn
boundary was therefore extended to include the
surrounding landscape, as seen contained within the
current boundary.
The extent of the current Conservation Area is circa
75 hectares of land and within its boundary there
are 18 listed entries, out of a total of circa 217
properties.



Churchside House, Main Street
Grade II



Green Farm, Main Street
Grade II



Lukes Cottage & Churchview Cottage,
Main Street
Grade II



Church Farm, Wirksworth Road
Grade II



Meadow Croft Cottage (north of Townend
Farm)
Grade II



Rose Bank Cottage, Hemp Yard
Grade II



Yew Tree Cottage, Hemp Yard Grade II



The Old Schoolhouse, Well Banks
Grade II



Ingwell Cottage & Brook Cottage, Nether
Lane
Grade II



Sunday School, Coffin Lane,
Grade II



Prospect Cottage, The Flatts
Grade II

Listed Buildings.
‘Listed’ buildings are buildings and structures
included on the national ‘Register of Buildings of
Special Architectural or Historic Interest’. Buildings
are ‘listed’ by English Heritage in conjunction with
the Department of Culture, Media and Sport.
Buildings and structures can be listed Grade I,
Grade II* or Grade II dependent upon their special
interest. In Kirk Ireton Conservation Area there are
18 listed entries as follows :



Holy Trinity Church, Rectory Lane
Grade I
Gate Piers to Holy Trinity Churchyard
Grade II

The listed buildings are shown on Figure 3b. Full
details can be found in Appendix 1.

Barley Mow Inn, Main Street
Grade II*

Public Rights of Way



Outbuildings to the west of the Barley
Mow Inn, which includes Barley Mow
Cottage, the Post Office and Old Stables,
Main Street
Grade II

The rights of way system including footpaths, green
lanes and bridleways is a most important means of
access to and enjoyment of the countryside.
Derbyshire Dales District Councils’ records show a
number of public footpaths which access / egress
the Conservation Area (see Fig. 3).



Buxton Hall Farmhouse, Main Street
Grade II

Local Wildlife Sites



Manor House, Main Street
Grade II



Northfields farmhouse and garden wall,
Main Street
Grade II

A Local Wildlife Site is a non-statutory designation
afforded to areas identified as important for nature
conservation. The Register of Wildlife Sites is
maintained by Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. The
designated sites are protected within the land use
policies of the statutory Local Plan.
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There are two Local Wildlife Sites close to the
boundary of the Conservation Area to the east at:


Greenhill Wood Complex (DD267) part of
which is just inside the Conservation Area.



Bottoms Wood (DD369) which is just
outside the Conservation Area.

These are considered in more detail in Section 5
Landscape Context.
Land for Sport and Recreation
Areas so designated are protected by Policy L4 of
the Derbyshire Dales District Council Local Plan
which states that planning permission will not be
granted for any development that would prejudice
the use of specifically identified sites for sport and
recreational purposes including:


Kirk Ireton – land to the north of Main
Street.

These open spaces within rural villages are
designated, because accessibility to local sports and
recreational facilities contribute to the quality of life
and well-being of the local community.
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Listed Buildings
1- Holy Trinity Church, Rectory Lane
Grade I
2 - Gate Piers to Holy Trinity Churchyard
Grade II

Holy
Trinity
Church

3 - Barley Mow Inn, Main Street
Grade II*
4 - Outbuildings to the west of the Barley Mow
Inn, which includes Barley Mow Cottage,
the Post Office and Old Stables, Main Street
Grade II
5 - Buxton Hall Farmhouse, Main Street
Grade II
6 - Manor House, Main Street
Grade II
7 - Northfields farmhouse and garden
wall, Main Street
Grade II

Rectory

8 - Churchside House, Main Street
Grade II

Barley
Mow Inn

ET
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9 - Green Farm, Main Street
Grade II
10 - Lukes Cottage & Churchview Cottage, Main Street
Grade II
11 - Church Farm, Wirksworth Road
Grade II
12 - Meadow Croft Cottage (north of Townend Farm)
Grade II
13 - Rose Bank Cottage, Hemp Yard
Grade II
14 - Yew Tree Cottage, Hemp Yard
Grade II
15 - The Old Schoolhouse, Well Banks
Grade II
16 - Ingwell Cottage & Brook Cottage, Nether Lane
Grade II
17 - Sunday School, Coffin Lane
Grade II
18 - Prospect Cottage, The Flatts
Grade II
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