Introduction
In 1970 Wirksworth was designated as a
Conservation Area by Derbyshire Dales District
Council as it was considered to be an area of
‘special architectural and historic interest’. Any
proposals which require Planning Permission within
the area are, therefore, considered in terms of their
effect on the ‘special character and appearance’ of
the Conservation Area and whether they ‘conserve
or enhance’ the area.

‘Permitted development rights’
residential properties are:

removed

from

•

Any extension, improvement or alteration to the
property, (including works to doors & windows),

•

Any alterations to the roof, including rooflights and
changes to roofing materials,

•

The erection of a porch outside any external door,

In 1992 the Secretary of State approved an ‘Article 4
Direction’ for a large number of residential, and non
-residential properties (which includes commercial/
retail/flats & apartments), within the Wirksworth
Conservation Area which removed certain, normally,
permitted development rights. All building owners/
occupiers, affected by the Article 4 Direction, were
informed in 1992 by the District Council of the
additional planning controls to their property.

•

The provision of any building/structure/enclosure, or
the alteration of an existing building/structure/
enclosure within the curtilage/garden of the property,

•

The formation, or alteration, of a hard-standing,

•

The installation, alteration or replacement of a
chimney, flue or soil & vent pipe.

In 2014 the District Council undertook a review of
the Wirksworth Article 4 Direction, in light of
government changes to planning restrictions (the
General Permitted Development Order). The
success of the Article 4 Direction, since 1992, in
conserving and enhancing the special character and
appearance of the Wirksworth Conservation Area,
through planning controls, instigated the District
Council to consider new classes of development,
brought in by government, and their potential impact
on the special character and appearance of the
Conservation Area. The 2014 review was the subject
of extensive public consultation and all property
owners were written to informing them of the review
and its planning implications.

•

The erection of, or alteration to any wall, gate, fence or
other means of enclosure,

•

The painting, or re-painting of any exterior stonework,
brickwork or render on any building (e.g. the property
itself or buildings within its curtilage/garden),

•

The installation, alteration or replacement of solar
photo-voltaic or solar thermal equipment.

A number of properties, previously not included in
the 1992 Direction, but deemed to have a significant
street scene presence, have also been included in
the revised Article 4 Direction. Some have also been
removed. To summarise, the following, additional,
normally permitted development rights have been
removed from building owners/occupiers:

‘Permitted development rights’ removed from nonresidential properties are:
•

The erection of, or alteration to any wall, gate, fence or
other means of enclosure,

•

The painting, or re-painting of any exterior stonework,
brickwork or render on any building (e.g. the property
itself or buildings within its curtilage/garden),

•

The installation, alteration or replacement of solar
photo-voltaic or solar thermal equipment.

These restrictions are additional to standard
planning requirements. Owners/occupiers are
advised, therefore, to contact the Planning
Department prior to works being proposed/
undertaken to the exterior of the property, or within
its curtilage/garden.
An owner, or occupier, wishing to carry out any
works as itemised above would require an
application for Planning Permission (see over).
The revised/amended Wirksworth Article 4 Direction
was formally approved by the District Council in May
2014 and came into force on 1 August 2014. The
District Council wrote to all owners/occupiers of all
properties covered by the Direction in July 2014
informing them of the revision and the date the
Direction would come into force.
The ‘Case for the Direction’, prepared by the District
Council, sets out clearly the normally permitted
development rights removed, as well as providing
useful advice and guidance. This document also
includes a detailed schedule of all properties
affected and maps clearly identifying each property.
The Schedule of Properties and accompanying
Definitive Maps, identifying each property, can be
viewed on the Council’s website. Alternatively, a
paper copy of the full Direction, Schedule & Maps
can be viewed at the Council’s offices in Matlock (or
at Wirksworth Town Hall).

Proposals to carry out works:
Owners/occupiers are strongly advised to discuss
their proposed works to their property with the Local
Planning Authority prior to undertaking those works.
The Authority will be able to advise on the nature
and requirements of the Article 4 Direction and
provide advice and guidance on whether such works
are are likely to obtain Planning Permission. Works
controlled under the Article 4 Direction will always
require an application for Planning Permission.

Additional Controls over Development

Applying for Planning Permission:

The legislation that controls development to buildings
covered by an ‘Article 4’ Direction is: The Town and
Country Planning (General Permitted Development)
Order 1995 (as amended). Under these provisions
different types, or ‘classes’ of development are
controlled, depending on whether a property is in
residential or non-residential use.

A planning application, related directly to the
additional controls of the ‘Article 4 Direction’, will not
carry a fee.

Planning Permission will be required for specified
residential properties under:
•

•
•

TCP (GPDO) 1995 (as amended) Schedule 2
Part 1: Class A, Class C, Class D, Class E, Class
F and Class G.
TCP (GPDO) 1995 (as amended) Schedule 2
Part 2: Class A and Class C.
TCP (GPDO) 1995 (as amended) Schedule 2
Part 40: Class A.

Planning Permission will be required for specified
non-residential properties under:
•
•

TCP (GPDO) 1995 (as amended) Schedule 2
Part 2: Class A and Class C.
TCP (GPDO) 1995 (as amended) Schedule 2
Part 43: Class A.

The Direction has been carefully assessed so that
only the minimum permitted development rights have
been restricted. The majority, but not all properties in
the Wirksworth Conservation Area are covered by
the ‘Article 4’ Direction.

Planning officers will be able to advise as to whether
Planning Permission is, or is not, required for a
proposed development, under the Article 4 Direction.
If an application is required the following information/
documentation would be required:

•

A completed and signed application form

•

Location map

•

Drawings ‘as existing’

•

Drawings ‘as proposed’

•

Detail drawings of relevant elements such as
extensions, doors, windows, porches, walls/
fences etc.

•

Photographs of the property and that part(s) of
the property to be affected by any works.

(Proposed works to the interior of a property,
included in the Article 4 Direction, do not require
Planning Permission).
Planning application forms are available from:
Main Reception
Derbyshire Dales District Council
Town Hall, Bank Road
Matlock, DE4 3NN
or from the website (Planning Portal)

Advice and information:
Advice and information regarding the Wirksworth
‘Article 4 Direction’ can be obtained from the
Planning Department (Regulatory Services) at the
District Council offices in Matlock:
Tel: (01629) 761190

Tel: 01629 761190
Email: planning@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Website: www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk
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