Bonsall
Conservation Area Appraisal

5. Landscape Appraisal

Policies and decisions that could have an impact
upon National Parks have to be taken into
consideration. National Park Authorities also
have a duty to foster the economic and social
wellbeing of communities.

LANDSCAPE APPRAISAL
Preamble
The natural and man-made landscapes that
provide the setting for buildings are important
elements affecting any Conservation Area.

National parks have their own managing
authority, which works to conserve and enhance
their natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage
and to promote opportunities for the
understanding and enjoyment of their special
qualities.
West of Bankside, around Horsedale and Moor
Lane, the Conservation Area extends into the
Peak District National Park. For planning
purposes, these areas fall under the jurisdiction
of the Peak District National Park Authority.
Special Areas of Conservation (S.A.C.)
Special Areas of Conservation are designated
under the provisions of the European Directive
92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural
Habitats and of Wild Flora and Fauna. Any plan
or project that is likely to have significant effect
on a European site which is not directly
connected with the management of that site for
nature conservation must be subject to an
appropriate assessment which shall determine if
that plan or policy will adversely affect the
integrity of the site.

This Landscape Appraisal is undertaken as part
of the wider study of the Bonsall Conservation
Area. It is based upon an examination of the
planning and historical context and a visual
assessment of landscape elements, being
particularly concerned with the components that
most influence the character and quality of the
environment.
Planning Context
The village itself is widespread. The main part
extends along the valley floor occupied by High
Street and Yeoman Street (in the north and east)
while Uppertown can be reached via The Dale
which runs along a second valley on the
southern side. High ground lies between, and the
two parts of the village are connected by
Bankside and Uppertown Lane in the west and
at the top of Clatterway where the two valleys
join. In addition, Church Street traverses the
valley slope on the northern side.

Part of the Peak District Dales S.A.C. occupies
the extreme south-eastern corner of the
Conservation Area. In this part of the S.A.C.
the priority feature is the Tilio-Acerion
woodland of slopes screes and ravines. It is
dominated by ash (Fraxinus excelsior) with
locally
abundant
sycamore
(Acer
pseudoplatanus). The slopes exhibit great
diversity in physical structure with rock
outcrops, cliffs, screes and variety of slope.
There are also good examples of woodlandscrub-grassland transitions with associated rich
invertebrate populations and uncommon
woodland plants such as mezereon (Daphne
mezereon), green hellebore (Helleborus viridis)
and whitebeam (Sorbus spp) on the crags.

Planning Designations (see Fig 11)
Peak District National Park
National Parks are designated by Natural
England under the provisions of The National
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act, 1949,
and have two statutory purposes:
• To conserve and enhance their natural
beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage.
• To promote opportunities for the public
understanding and enjoyment of these
special qualities.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest. (S.S.S.I.)
Natural England designates Sites of Special
Scientific Interest under the provisions of
Section 28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981. Advanced written notice of any works
specified on the list of operations likely to
damage the special interest of the site for which
there is no existing consent needs to be given to
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Natural England and consent obtained before
that work can go ahead.

Local Wildlife Sites
This is a non-statutory designation afforded to
areas identified as important for nature
conservation. The Register of Wildlife Sites is
maintained by the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.
The designated sites are protected within the
land use policies of the statutory Local Plan.

Part of the Via Gellia Woodlands S.S.S.I.
occupies the extreme south-eastern corner of the
Conservation Area. This is an ancient woodland
site of mixed broadleaved and yew (Taxus
baccata) occupying the steep sided dale. The
woodland grades into hazel scrub and species
rich grassland. Former lead mineral workings
have become re-vegetated with ash woodland,
calcareous grassland and areas of specialist
metallophyte vegetation as such it represents an
exceptional combination of habitats.

There is one Local Wildlife Site within the
Conservation Area at Ember Lane (DD 379).
Stretching along either side of the lane the site
supports a varied and interesting flora associated
with ungrazed, open habitats.

Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site

There is one site just outside the Conservation
Area off Black Tor Road to the south (DD 436).
This area supports very rich and distinctive plant
communities on unimproved calcareous
grassland, scrub and woodland.

The Derwent Valley Mills site was inscribed on
the World Heritage list in December 2001. It
extends from Matlock Bath to Derby and
defines a cultural landscape of exceptional
significance due, in the main, to its association
with pioneering innovations in textile
manufacture and the development of
manufacturing and technology.

Protected Trees
The Conservation Area designation provides all
trees with a stem girth of 75 mm and above
measured 1 metre above ground level with a
measure of protection. No felling, lopping or
topping of these trees is permitted without
providing six weeks notice to the Council. In
addition Tree Preservation Orders (T.P.O.s)
have been placed on a number of trees in the
Conservation Area:

The Buffer Zone for the World Heritage Site
extends into the Conservation Area in the
extreme south-eastern corner. This Zone is
defined in order to protect the site from
development that would damage its setting.
The designated site is protected within the land
use policies of the statutory Local Plan.
Regionally Important Geological
Geomorphological Sites (R.I.G.S.)

Individual trees at:
•
Townhead Farm – Weeping ash
(Fraxinus excelsior Pendula)
•
No 70 High Street – Sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus)
•
No 55 High Street – 2 no. Ash
(Fraxinus excelsior)
•
The Rectory, Church Street – 1 no.
holly (Ilex aquifolium), 1 no, Yew
(Taxus baccata)
Group order: at:
•
The Rectory, Church Street – 2 no. yew,
2 no. ash

and

R.I.G.S. is a non-statutory designation afforded
to sites of significant geological and
geomorphological value. The R.I.G.S. register is
maintained by the Derbyshire R.I.G.S. steering
group. R.I.G.S. are protected within the land
use policies of statutory Local Plans.
There are two R.I.G.S. just outside the
Conservation Area:
•
Ember Lane R.I.G.S to the east,
designated for its roadside exposure of
limestone rich agglomerate belonging to
the Ember Lane vent.
•
Bonsall Wood Basalt Quarry R.I.G.S to
the south, designated for quarrying in
the
lower
Matlock
lava
and
demonstrating the overlying basalt beds
of the Matlock limestone.

Works to trees covered by T.P.O.s can only be
undertaken with the written consent of the
Council except where they are deemed to be
dead, dying or dangerous.
It may be a
requirement to replace any protected tree that is
felled with a tree of appropriate species and size.
Landscape Character
The Conservation Area is divided between the
Plateau Pastures landscape type of the White
Peak landscape character area which
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distinguishes the higher ground and the
Limestone Dales landscape type which
characterises the valleys.

The rock is now overlain by a variable thickness
of Aeolian drift which further contributes to the
subdued nature of the plateau and tempers the
effect of the alkaline rock on the soil and
vegetation. Soils here are shallow to moderately
deep, free draining and naturally acid with high
rainfall leaching the lime.

Landscape Character Map

In the past much of the land was used for arable
farming and fine examples of ridge and furrow
cultivation can be seen within the high fields
west of Uppertown. Today pasture for stock
grazing is the dominant land use, much of this
has been improved since enclosure and its
ecological value has been diminished as a result.

Approx extent of
Conservation Area

The exposed upland is sparsely wooded though
there are some small plantations and shelter
belts associated with isolated farmsteads. Many
are made up of non-native species such as
sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and beech
(Fagus sylvatica). Tree cover is more in evidence
close to the village or within the valley bottoms
where there are lines of field boundary trees
close to the dry stone walls and along water
courses.

White Peak

Plateau Pastures

Within the valleys where most of the village is
located the landscape character is quite different.
Instead of being open and exposed there is a
strong sense of enclosure and constriction. The
valleys are steep sided where the head-waters of
streams flowing away from the limestone plateau
have cut into the limestone. Many of the smaller
dales in the locality are dry, the water percolating
through the bedrock. Outcrops of limestone
frequently form precipitous rock buttresses with
scree slopes adding to the strong impression of
containment. Within the village this is
exaggerated in most spectacular fashion by the
line of the Bonsall fault, a displacement within
the bed-rock which runs for 16 kms from
Cromford to Arbor Low.

Limestone Dales
The landscape character of the Conservation
Area and its setting is heavily influenced by the
underlying geology. Carboniferous limestone
laid down between 360 and 340 million years
ago was, subsequently, layered with volcanic
igneous rock, such as dolerite and basalt
(toadstones), folded, fractured, uplifted and
overlain by rocks of the Millstone Grit series.
Hydrothermal solutions containing minerals,
including galena (lead sulphide), fluorspar
(calcium fluoride) and barytes (barium sulphate),
are thought then to have circulated though
cavities and fissures in the limestone and
crystallized out into veins. Further periods of
uplift, faulting and subsequent erosion followed
while glaciation stripped the deep layers of soil
and gouged out the larger valley formations.

Soils are very shallow, particularly on the
steepest slopes where improvement of the
pasture proves impractical and even woodland is
difficult to establish. However, dense tree cover
is a key feature of the landscape type. Semi
natural deciduous woodland habitats are
dominated by ash (Fraxinus excelsior) with hazel
(Corylus avellana) and sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus). These thin out at the edges
into scrub woodland with hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna) and quite extensive tracts of
unimproved grassland where the low pressure
from grazing helps to maintain the floristic
diversity.

The exposed carboniferous limestone was
weathered to a moderately rolling landform
punctuated with minor hill summits and craggy
outcrops. This characterises the high plateau
today and wraps around the Conservation Area
on three sides intruding into the village most
prominently at Uppertown and to either side of
Stepping Lane at Arter Hill.
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Church Street or move out onto the high ground
at Uppertown.
All around the jutting presence of the plateau
makes itself felt with Masson Hill looming to the
north, Black Tor to the south and, most
strikingly, high ground associated with Stepping
Lane which intrudes into the very heart of the
village above the Fountain.
The distinctive topography is not only the result
of geological forces over many millions of years
but also the action of water cutting through the
limestone on the edge of the plateau. Though
only intermittently visible in its upper reaches
due to its having been culverted, Bonsall Brook
has been the principle force for erosion within
the valley helping to sculpt the landscape and,
more latterly, to power industry in the Derwent
Valley. However, the dramatic landscape is
further enhanced by the Bonsall fault which cuts
up through the lower and mid sections of the
valley being manifest in the limestone cliff
structures that characterise this part of the
Conservation Area.

Throughout the settlement, dry-stone walls
enclose agricultural fields. These tend to be
larger and more regular in shape on the higher
ground suggesting relatively late enclosure from
the waste or common. Smaller, often irregularly
shaped fields and some strip fields are generally
found closer to the village, this being indicative
of enclosure from open fields having taken place
over a long period of time. Small, stone built
field barns are a common and distinctive feature.
Across the landscape there is evidence of a
strong association with the lead and mineral
mining industries. The humps and hollows that
still mark the former sites of innumerable mines
create a relict industrial landscape which is
characteristic, distinctive and very interesting
historically. In addition the nature of the
associated spoil heaps – which is often
contaminated with metaliferous deposits –
promotes the establishment of highly specialised,
and often rare, plant communities which are,
ecologically, very valuable.

Vegetation
From any number of views in and around the
Conservation Area the impression is gained that
Bonsall is a well vegetated village. This is largely
the result of woodland and scrub vegetation
occupying the steeper slopes which crowd
around the buildings in the valley floor. The
trees are particularly dense where woodland
from the Via Gellia slopes extends up the valley
via Clatterway.

Topography
Bonsall occupies two of the sheltered side
valleys that hang high above the River Derwent
on the edge of the limestone plateau. From a
height of c. 100 metres aod at Cromford the
land rises to 140 metres at the junction of
Clatterway with the Via Gellia, 200 metres at the
Fountain up to 250 metres at the junction of
High Street with Uppertown Lane and 270
metres at Abel Lane on the high plateau.
Both valleys - The Dale and High Street/
Yeoman Street – are narrow and steeply sided,
rarely opening out to let the village develop
beyond their confines. Only where they join is
there, briefly, room enough to allow the creation
of the recreation ground, before once again
entering the constricted neck of the valley which
is Clatterway. Otherwise the expanding village
has had to extend along the valley sides as at

On the higher ground of the surrounding
countryside tree cover is less in evidence being
largely confined to scattered specimens or short
lines of planting in association with field
boundary walls. Pasture is dominant though
there is something particularly distinctive about
Horsedale. Here, just beyond the Conservation
Area boundary, the valley broadens and
becomes shallower as it approaches the higher
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ground. The area is heavily pock-marked with
features associated with the lead industry and a
densely clustered pattern of small scale and strip
fields extends up the valley sides. This is
characterised by very densely scattered lines of
mature trees which follow the boundary walls,
small copses and field trees. The pattern does
not extend onto the tops and is highly localised.
Within the village itself there are some
magnificent mature trees associated with the
churchyard, Clatterway, and some private
gardens all of which contribute to the sense of
infiltration of surrounding woodland amongst
the buildings. Conversely some private gardens
extend high up the steep valley sides towards
wooded areas and scrubland while, where
limited space allows, front gardens created on
the road frontage generally contribute positively
to an attractive street-scene.

Study Drive. From this slightly elevated position
a fine impression of the village is gained looking
north across the recreation ground and up
Yeoman Street. The general pattern of the
village is clear with the buildings lining the valley
bottom, high ground looming in the foreground
and the church positioned above the steep
wooded slope that marks the line of Bonsall
Fault.

Views
The closeness of the valley sides tends to
constrain and channel views within the village
which are also truncated by the twists and turns
of the valleys as they reach up to the high
plateau. There are few locations within the
settlement where anything more than an
impression of the immediate surroundings can
be gained. This changes on progressing the
valley sides as more of the surroundings area is
revealed. Views from the high ground are
spectacular across a wide panorama towards the
Derwent Valley, though the ‘shoulder’ of the
high plateau continues to restrict views to the
west.
Views typical of the Conservation Area include:

Horsedale.
Looking towards Uppertown is
another view that shows how the narrow, steeply
sided valley of The Dale tends to restrict
development to the valley floor with scrub and
woodland colonising the steeper slopes.

Clatterway. Views here are highly constricted and
channelled not only by the steep valley
formations but also by woodland and trees
occupying the side slopes of the valley on either
side and crowding into the space above the road.
The sense of enclosure is enhanced as the valley
floor falls away from the road at the south
eastern end.
When approaching the Conservation Area from
the south-east the village development is
revealed slowly as the road ascends and is only
fully visible at a point close to the recreation
ground and Fountain Memorial.

However it also shows how the village has had
to expand onto the high ground in this part of
the Conservation Area.
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Bankside. Bankside twists its way up the steep
slope at this end of the valley and offers
increasingly open views across the rooftops
below. From this point it is evident how the
buildings nestle in against the sheltering hillside.

Church Street. Approaching the Conservation
area from the south-east along Church Street the
view is from an elevated position part way up
the valley side. It is evident that the landform
and vegetation help to obscure the line of
Clatterway to the south west and there is an
attractive view towards the church.

Stepping Lane. This location offers some of the
best wide ranging views across the centre of the
village and the surrounding countryside to the
south east. The pattern of local hill summits and
wooded valley slopes that recede into the
distance and characterise the wider landscape are
gained from here. However, parts of the village
remain hidden within the valleys, obscured by
the higher foreground.

Landscape Setting
The landscape setting is one of contrast between
the high open ground associated with the
limestone plateau and the surrounding hills and
the steep sided, constricted valleys of the plateau
fringe within which most of the village is sited.
The plateau and the shallower slopes close to the
valley floors are characterised by pastoral fields
with their distinctive pattern of limestone walls
while woodland and scrub occupies the steeper
slopes. Overlain on this there is extensive
evidence of mineral extraction. These are the
main features of the landscape which provide
the setting for others which include:

Pounder Lane. Part way up the valley slope on the
northern side, views are not so restricted and the
village is seen nestling within a well vegetated
valley.

The Bonsall Fault
The Bonsall fault is a classic example of a
fractured displacement of rock. It runs north
west from Cromford for about 16 kms to Arbor
Low. The average downthrow of the limestone
strata is about 100 metres to the south. It strikes
through the village from the Via Gellia out onto
Bonsall Moor and is dramatically manifest in the
cliff face behind dwellings at the upper end of
Yeoman Street, the steep slopes below the
church and further cliffs on the eastern side of

High Street. The views here are highly restricted
and focussed by the natural and built form.

41

the valley at Clatterway it is closely associated
with the ‘strip’ of woodland that climbs up the
valley on this side of the brook towards the
centre of the village. It is best appreciated from
the footpath that leaves Yeoman Street just
south of the Kings Head and traverses the slope
beneath the overhanging cliff face and the
churchyard before cutting back across the steep
slope down to the recreation ground.

One of the key factors in determining the site of
the village was the reliability of the water supply.
Much of the limestone of the higher ground to
the north west of the Conservation Area is
underlain with basalt. This impermeable layer
traps water percolating through the limestone
which then breaks from the ground as numerous
springs. This is evident throughout the village
where there are many wells.

Arter Hill/ Holt Top
Though never reaching the heights of Masson
Hill to the north, this high mound is part of the
village backdrop, a genuine intrusion of the high
plateau into the heart of the community.

Bonsall Brook and Village Wells.
The brook has dictated the settlement pattern of
the village. It was once a much more open
feature with a series of picturesque stone bridges
that allowed access to the dwellings from the
street. Today it is culverted beneath High Street
and Yeoman Street, though brief glimpses
remain.

Arter Hill is neatly contained by High Street and
Yeoman Street on its northern and eastern sides,
The Dale to the south and Uppertown Lane and
Bankside to the west. At c. 260 metres in height
it looms above the valleys but is easily accessible
via a number of paths the most notable of which
is Stepping Lane. This strikes uphill from The
Cross at the centre of the village, cresting the hill
before joining with Bell Lane above Bankside. It
provides a sense of escape from the constriction
of the valleys and the views from its summit are
wide-ranging and impressive.
Another arm of the brook flows through The
Dale, and they join at Park Bottom before
properly emerging to cascade down the valley at
Clatterway. Formerly it provided the focus for
industrial development in the valley and was
used to power Arkwright’s first factory at
Cromford.
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Field Barns
The farmed landscape within the wider
surroundings of the Conservation Area is
characterised by a profusion of small, stone built
field barns. These developed as a consequence
of the working patterns of many former
members of the community who divided their
time between farming and lead mining and
tended to live within the village and walk to the
fields each day. The barns were built as places
for shelter and to store tools which were used on
a daily basis, and for animal feed and hay. The
barns are normally associated with areas of
ancient enclosure and were built from this time
up until the late 19th century.
The Churchyard
The Church of St James is located in a high
position above the Bonsall Fault and close to the
centre of the village just off Church Street. It is
not a particularly large church but the elevated
site, and the inclusion of a spire, exaggerates its
prominence ensuring that it remains the focus
for many views from both within and outside
the village. Originally, it was even more
imposing but the growth of trees within the
churchyard and on the slopes below have
matured and now largely obscure the main
building leaving only the top of the tower and
the spire on view.

The Recreation Ground and Fountain
The recreation ground occupies the open space
and relatively level ground created at the
junction of the two valleys. It is bordered on its
north-eastern side by the steep wooded slope
associated with the Bonsall Fault with the
imposing shoulder of high ground associated
with Arter Hill to the north west. It offers relief
from the confines of the valleys and is, in a real
sense, the point of arrival within the village after
ascending Clatterway. Its importance in this
regard is appropriately marked by the Fountain
which stands prominently within the junction of
Yeoman Street and The Dale.

The churchyard itself is extensive, occupying
relatively gently sloping ground above the fault
line. The whole site is characterised by densely
scattered trees – mainly silver birch (Betula
pendula), cherry (Prunus spp), rowan (Sorbus
aucuparia), yew (Taxus baccata) and ash
(Fraxinus excelsior) – but the older parts, on the
southern side contain the more mature trees –
copper beech (Fagus sylvatica Purpurea), yew
and, in particular, weeping ash (Fraxinus
excelsior Pendula). A particular feature is the
line of mature lime trees (Tilia spp) on the
boundary with Church Lane.

Feature Trees
There are a number of individual and groups of
mature trees that are of very high quality,
prominent within the street scene and help to
characterise the areas within which they are
situated. The trees within the churchyard are
examples and are mentioned above others
include:
•
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A line of yew and beech trees on the
boundary of Cascades Gardens with
Clatterway

within the street-scene. ‘Gardens’ range from
attractively planted roadside verges and
container grown features on narrow frontages,

•

A huge cut leaf beech (Fagus sylvatica
Asplenifolia) at Nether Green on
Clatterway opposite the former
gatehouse for the Study where there are
also fine specimens of monkey puzzle
tree (Arucaria arucana), cedar (Cedrus
spp) and yew.

to more extensive front gardens on sloping plots
on High Street,

and long extended gardens that climb the steep
slopes behind the houses,

•
•
•
•
•

A sycamore in the boundary wall on the
northern side of The Dale.
A beech tree in private grounds on
Moor Lane
Lime, beech and sycamore trees at the
junction of Moor Lane with Abel Lane.
Trees within private gardens on
Uppetown Lane
A magnificent beech tree at No. 28
High Street
to the show gardens at the Cascades on
Clatterway.

Domestic Gardens
Throughout the Conservation Area garden
planting is prominent and is very attractive
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