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ARCHITECTURAL & HISTORIC QUALITY

17th century:

General Characteristics:

Apart from parts of the church and the village
cross, the earliest building fabric of the houses in
Bonsall date from the 17th century. This fabric is
identified most readily in the survival of stone
mullioned windows. Although such elements can be
found as remnants or survivals in a number of
properties there are several buildings in the village
that clearly date from the 17th century and retain a
large proportion of 17th century fabric. These are:

The topography of Bonsall has been a dictating
factor on the evolution of development within the
settlement. Essentially, this consists of two valleys,
which provided protection from adverse weather
and afforded protection from north and westerly
winds. This has resulted in a major characteristic of
the historic village being nestled or enclosed within
the valley floors – or as close to the valley floor as
they could be. The valley bottoms also contained
the water sources which were so important to the
establishment of any settlement.

The Manor House – this is a ‘T’ shaped building
dating from the mid-late 17th century. It displays a
number of characteristic elements of the period
including the array of mullioned windows, a large
ratio of walling to openings, coped gables (with
finials) and large stone chimneystacks. The Manor
House has a location that is set back slightly from
the street and was always intended not to present its
main elevation to the street. The main elevation was
orientated to face south to maximise sunlight and
warmth. Its location within its site gives it a sense of
independence and segregation from the majority of
the buildings that are located adjacent to, and facing
onto the street.

Such development led to the characteristic
appearance, found in many villages of buildings
built ‘cheek by jowl’ and in places creating a huddle
of buildings that appear to be a visual jumble. A
characteristic of Bonsall, although not an
uncommon feature, is the orientation of buildings
with their gable end adjacent to the street. In other
cases, the buildings have been clearly constructed in
association with, and in some cases, dictated by the
topography of the area.
The character of the vast majority of the buildings
in Bonsall are low-key and relate to their original
use as cottages for agricultural and mining families.
These cottages are interspersed with larger houses,
often set within larger plots of land providing
gardens.
The predominant building material is limestone
with sandstone used for architectural elements such
as quoins, window and door surrounds. Roofs are
predominantly laid with clay tile (Staffordshire Blue)
and slate (Welsh). There are a few examples of red
brickwork being used in the village. See section on
Building Materials and Details.
*

*
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The Manor House

*

Dower House - this is located almost opposite the
Manor House and is another 17th century house.
Although much restored it displays mullioned
windows, coped gables and a pair of three-light
stone dormer windows to the roof.

Pre 17th century:
The Parish Church of St James displays the oldest
built fabric in the village. The earliest, visible, fabric
dating from the 13th century. Additions and
alterations occurred over the succeeding years,
primarily in the Decorated period (14th century) and
finally in the Perpendicular period (15th century) –
the most predominant part of which is the tower
and spire. The church was restored in 1862/63
under the direction of the architect Ewan Christian
- the major works being the enlargement of the side
aisles and the removal of internal galleries.

The Dower House
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1 High Street - south of the Manor House there is
a large, long, building with its coped gable facing
onto the street. The doorway on the roadside
elevation is at first floor level accessed by a stone
staircase. This large building has stone mullioned
windows but also a number of later 18th/19th
century windows. There are references to the
building being used as the village workhouse and as
a ‘Public Hall’. By 1902 it was being partially used
by Bonsall Urban District Council (until the 1960s).

Chestnut Farm, Uppertown
Hollies Farm, Uppertown
Sycamore House (end gable wall)
36 Yeoman Street (end gable wall)
64 Yeoman Street (end gable wall)
65 Yeoman Street (front elevation)
Yew Tree Farm, The Dale (rear elevation)

It is surmised that many of these 17th century
vestiges have been un-covered, or re-discovered, in
the recent past with the removal of external render.
It was a normal practice that when older buildings
were re-furbished and re-fashioned that elements
that were visible and that did not comply with the
‘new’ architectural appearance of a building may be
covered by render to make them ‘invisible’.

1 High Street
At the Cross is the Kings Head Public House.
This may have been constructed in the mid 17th
century but inside there is a carved date of 1677.
Architecturally, it is a typical mid-late 17th century
building with similar characteristics to the Manor
House. It was obviously orientated to face onto the
‘Cross’ rather than facing south.

65 Yeoman Street – a former blocked 17th century window
The short list, above, is not exhaustive and there
may be other properties that contain vestiges of 17th
century fabric to hidden elevations, behind render
or internally.

18th century:
It is opined that a large number of buildings in the
settlement that display an 18th century appearance
may, in fact, have 17th century origins. This is not
the case for all and there are examples of buildings
designed and built during the 18th century. This 18th
century or ‘Georgian’ style is most easily
represented by the use of vertically sliding sash
windows. The sash window was first used in this
country in the 1680s but it wasn’t until the early 18th
century that it began to be the preferred type of
window for houses (in opposition to the stone
mullioned window).

Kings Head PH
Within the settlement there are a number of other
buildings that display fabric that dates from the 17th
century. These represent remnants or vestiges that
have, for one reason or another, escaped later rebuilding or re-fashioning. The following buildings
display such attributes:

There are two distinct types of 18th century house –
those that were built (or re-fashioned) to present a
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grandiose front elevation and those that were built
(or re-fashioned) on a more vernacular scale with
the introduction of sash windows. Those in the
former category are:

retained its multi-paned sash windows but has lost
its original render (the projecting quoin stones being
indicative of an original rendered façade). Although
originally one house Abbey House has been split
into two.

Sycamore House – although of 17th century origin
the front elevation was re-fashioned probably in the
mid 18th century with six large sash windows. Its
17th century origins, however, are revealed by the

Sycamore House
asymmetrical placing of the windows and the lack
of a central (or off-centre) front door.
Cubley House, The Dale – this property dates
from the mid-late 18th century and displays the
‘designed’ attributes of a ‘Georgian’ building. They
are the quoins to the corners of the building, the
symmetrical front elevation, the hierarchy of
windows (including a second floor) and the central
door with stone doorcase and canopy. The sash
windows have been replaced with modern windows.

1 & 2 Abbey House
14-16 Yeoman Street – this is a three-storey
property very similar in design and construction to
Cubley House. The original sash windows would
have been multi-paned but are now 1 over 1 sashes.

Cubley House
14-16 Yeoman Street
1 & 2 Abbey House, The Dale – most probably
built at a similar time to Cubley House it shares
many of its characteristics. Abbey House has
14

Brookside Cottage, Pounder Lane – this small
scale, two-storey, cottage displays the symmetrical
double front of an 18th century property but is also
simpler and more vernacular in conception. The
original sash windows have been replaced.

is very similar, architecturally, to 11 Church Street,
but has lost its central stone mullions to the
windows which alter its original (conceived)
character.

Queens Head
Brookside Cottage

19th century:

Those in the latter category are few and it is difficult
to ascertain whether they were built, altered or refashioned in the 18th century or in the early 19th
century. The following examples are considered to
be of 18th century date.

There are a number of properties in Bonsall that
can be clearly identified as being constructed during
the 19th century. It is true that many of the 17th and
18th century cottages within the village were altered
and up-graded, to some degree, during the 19th
century. However, the following buildings are those
which were built from new during the 19th century.

11 Church Street – a large, three-storied, building
with flush quoins and a symmetrical layout of
windows. The windows are, in fact, flush stone
mullioned windows which represents a survival of
17th century architecture but used in an 18th century
manner. The property appears to date from the
early-mid 18th century. The window frames are
modern.

The Rectory is an eclectic building presenting a
combination of the architectural styles of Gothic
and Tudor. Its scale and form were obviously
intended to impress.

Rectory, Church Street – circa. 1865
A little later in date than the Rectory is the lodge to
The Study (a demolished small country house). The
Lodge is designed in a high Gothic style with a
crennellated parapet and ‘pointed’ windows. The
Study was also built in a similar style (although it
was a re-fashioning of an earlier house).

11 Church Street
Queen’s Head – dating from the early 18th century
this is a three-storied building which represents the
evolution from 17th century architecture to a more
polite and symmetrical 18th century architecture. It
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The Lodge, Clatterway
28 High Street – circa. 1880-1900

Hillcrest and 32 High Street are two similar doublefronted properties which date to the later 19th
century. They follow a similar design pattern and
incorporate 2 over 2 sash windows (typical of the
second half of the 19th century).

45 Yeoman Street is a large property constructed in
the late 19th century and displaying architectural
details and elements reminiscent of the ‘Olde
Englande’ revival. It is a house quite out of
character with the general, historic, building types of
Bonsall. It is more or less intact and retains its
original windows and door.

Hillcrest, Uppertown – circa. 1880-1900

45 Yeoman Street

20th century:
There has been a relatively large amount of
development within the village during the 20th
century. The majority of this development dates
from after 1945 and in particular after 1960. The
majority of the properties are ‘infill’ i.e. taking
advantage of open plots between existing buildings.

32 High Street – circa. 1900
28 High Street is a large late 19th century red brick
house displaying the popular architectural motifs of
the period – square bays, canted bays, coupled sash
windows and gabled dormers to the roof.
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The earliest development of ‘modern’ houses are
those which were constructed on the driveway to
The Study. Their style of architecture (reminiscent
of the post war period) and their siting presents a
sub-urban character which is at odds with the
general, traditional, buildings of the village.

The following properties are of recent construction
and display a return to more traditional building
forms, materials and details.

47 High Street – built in the late 1990s
Housing on Study Drive
The largest concentration of later 20th century new
build, is the row of Local Authority housing on
High Street.

Bellavista, Pounder Lane – a new house (2008) replacing a
1960s bungalow

Local Authority housing, High Street
The following properties illustrate the type of new
development that has occurred in the village post
1945. When development began to increase after
the post-war years the building boom of the 1960s
brought in new buildings that related little to the
traditional materials and building forms of the past.
In particular the use of artificial stone became
widespread up until the late 1970s.

A new house (right) off the High Street

Places of Worship:
Apart form the parish church of St James, the
village has a number of non-conformist places of
worship. Based on the number of such chapels,
non-conformity appears to have flourished in the
village from the early-mid 19th century onwards. All
of the chapels date from the second half of the 19th
century with the exception of the former Baptist
chapel (now converted to residential use) on
Yeoman Street.

No. 12, Clatterway – a 1970s bungalow built from
reconstituted stone. A typical form and design of the period.
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of architecture – primarily through the shape and
form of their windows (‘lancet’ style windows).

Former Baptist Chapel, Yeoman Street - 1824

Former Methodist Chapel, Yeoman Street - 1852

Detail of the door, fanlight and date stone of the former
Baptist Chapel.
On the 1900 Ordnance Survey map the current
Assembly of God Chapel on the High Street is
identified as the ‘Temperance Hall’. This building,
like the Baptist chapel has semi-circular headed
windows which are reminiscent of ‘Georgian’
architecture.

Wesleyan Chapel, The Dale - 1893
Wells and Fountains:
Bonsall has a large number of wells located in
various positions on underground or channelled
watercourses throughout the village. The
requirement for fresh water was necessary for
sustaining a healthy life and the hydraulic works
undertaken in Bonsall to secure fresh water are a
distinctive feature of the Conservation Area.
Without detailed study it is possible that some or all
of the wells are fed by underground channels which
may be partly man-made. It is also possible that the
‘line’ of watercourses was respected and
development was not allowed to disturb them. It
appears from the architectural evidence that during
the mid nineteenth century (1860-1870) a major
overhaul of the wells was undertaken. This overhaul
took the form of constructing decorative stone wellheads in a number of locations.

Assembly of God Chapel, High Street – mid 19th century
The other two chapels in the village are almost
identical in size and form but use the Gothic style
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However, two other well-heads survive which may
date from before the mid-nineteenth century
overhaul and provide an indication of how the wellheads appeared in the 18th and early 19th centuries.

Well-head on Clatterway

Well head at Sycamore House - 1870

Well-head on Bankside

Well head on Uppertown Lane – undated but probably
c.1870

The following images show all the mid-nineteenth
century well-heads throughout the village.

Well head at the junction of Uppertown Lane – undated but
probably c.1870

Well head on The Cross - 1870
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Well head on The Dale - 1860

The Fountain – the most architecturally impressive of the
well heads - 1870
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Building Materials and Details
Walling Materials
Limestone is the predominant building material in
Bonsall. In association with this, sandstone (or
gritstone) has been used for architectural details
such as window and door surrounds, quoins, stringcourses and coping stones to parapets and verges.
There are a few buildings within the village that
have been constructed wholly of sandstone – these
all date from the 19th or early 20th century. The
stone being squared and coursed. There appears to
be no tradition within the village for rubble
sandstone construction.
Limestone:
Carboniferous limestone has been quarried locally
for centuries. This was quarried for the purposes of
lime-burning – for the production of mortar and for
house building.

Random limestone rubble

Coursed limestone rubble
Yew Tree Farm, The Dale
The use of the locally sourced limestone throughout
the settlement generates a strong and harmonious
link between the buildings and the landscape.
The local carboniferous limestone is a hard stone
that is difficult to ‘dress’ therefore its random,
rubble, appearance is a distinctive characteristic of
the buildings in the village. This type of walling is
generally confined to small cottages, farm buildings,
outhouses and in some instances the side elevations
of properties.

Typical cottage construction of random rubble limestone

Detail of random rubble walling
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Coursed rubble limestone, with occasional pieces of sandstone
Typical cottage construction of random rubble limestone
(formerly rendered)

Random rubble limestone

An example of the use of tufa
Several buildings display coursed, squared
limestone. These tend to be the properties of higher
status where the effort involved in cutting and
dressing the hard limestone provided a much more
formal visual appearance. Due to the abundance of
limestone, there are few examples of rubble
limestone walling being interspersed with
sandstone.
Sandstone:
Sandstone, or gritstone as it is sometimes called,
was quarried locally and is found, predominantly,
being used for window and door dressings. This
common usage is based on practicality in that the
sandstone is softer and much easier to shape and
tool that the intractable local limestone. There are

New house built using coursed rubble limestone and
sandstone dressings
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some buildings whereby a mixture of rubble
limestone and sandstone is used for wall
construction but the main use for sandstone for
wall construction was as quoins to building corners.
There are examples of the quoins being,
purposefully, projecting in order to accommodate a
rendered finish to the rubble stone walling
stonework. Sandstone is also used for
chimneystacks and copings to gables and parapets.

Hillcrest, Uppertown Lane

The Rectory, 46 Church Street

Greenwood Cottage, Uppertown Lane (render to gable,
possibly covering rubble stonework)
Within the Conservation Area there are a few
examples of the houses being entirely constructed
from sandstone. These all appear to date from the
later 19th century when there was a ‘fashion’ for
pitched faced coursed stonework.
Brick:
Brick is only occasionally found within the
Conservation Area. The principal reason for this is
the general abundance of limestone, and sandstone
for building purposes within the locality. Where
brickwork has been used it is generally of 19th or
early 20th century date by which time the availability
of brick became economically viable - most
probably by increased train and transportation links.
The most obvious instances of the use of brickwork
in Bonsall are at 28 High Street (a large late 19th
century residence) and the group of brick buildings
on Yeoman Street (No.s 35-49).

Former coach house on Yeoman Street
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Brickwork to window opening, 48 Yeoman Street

49 Yeoman Street

A brick-built outbuilding or privy on Uppertown Lane
Apart from the above there are other instances of
brickwork being used on buildings – for example as
window opening details and chimneystacks.

35-43 Yeoman Street

Render:
The use of render in Bonsall has two historical
roots – the first is its practical use as a
weatherproofing finish to rubble stonework as a
precaution against the brunt of peakland rain. The
second use is one of aesthetics where buildings were
‘designed’ to accommodate a rendered finish from
the time of their construction.

47 Yeoman Street

Rendered properties on Ember Lane
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The majority of the render within the Conservation
Area is what is known as ‘wet-dash’ where a coarse,
sloppy, limestone based aggregate was thrown onto
the walling. In most cases this type of render was
left un-painted and therefore retained is grey/beige
colouring. Where the render was considered to be
more aesthetic this was given a smoother finish
which gave the visual impression of politeness and
finesse.

Within the Conservation Area there are still a large
number of rendered properties. Originally there
would have been more as there is clear evidence
that render has been stripped off many buildings in
the last 20-30 years and the rubble stonework
pointed-up. The tradition of render has continued
in Bonsall - most particularly its use on the Local
Authority houses built on the High Street in the
1960s.
Building Details:
Roofing Materials:
Up until the close of the 18th century the traditional
local roofing materials were stone slates (laid to
diminishing courses), thatch and hand made clay
tiles. The use of thatch has completely disappeared
from this part of Derbyshire, although Bonsall did
retain a thatched cottage into the early 20th century
(‘Warmside’ on The Dale).

The Beeches & Brumlea House, Uppertown Lane

Cubley House and attached cottages, The Dale

Typical roofscape of part of Bonsall
Many of the properties previously covered with
stone slates have been replaced, historically, with
slates or tiles. A small number of properties survive
with stone slates laid to diminishing courses. These
are – the Manor House (9 High Street), 12 Yeoman
Street and 83 Yeoman Street. The latter is a
relatively new stone slate roof of 2003.
19, 25 & 31 High Street
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There are a few examples of shaped clay tiles being
used for decorative purposes – these can be seen on
No.s 4 and 5 Church Street.

Stone slate roof on the Manor House
Occasionally, stone ridge tiles survive on
tiled/slated roofs, possibly indicating the only
remaining elements of a former stone slate roof.

Staffordshire Blue clay tiled roof with decorative tiles inserted
for visual effect

Both Staffordshire blue clay tiles and Welsh slate
are ubiquitous in Bonsall – there being, perhaps, a
50/50 split between the uses of both materials.
Plain clay tiles were easily imported into the area
after the canal network expanded in the late 18th
century and would have been more readily available
from the 1830s/40s with the betterment of the
highway infrastructure – predominantly through the
use of turnpike roads. Clay tiles are extremely
durable and their ubiquitous dark blue/black colour
is a dominant characteristic of the village roofscape.
The vast majority of the clay tiles roofs are laid with
plain tiles with their ridges laid with blue clay tilesabutted, interlocking or with a ‘roll’ top.

The roof to 47 Yeoman Street, a property dating
from c. 1900, is laid with machine made red
‘Rosemary’ clay tiles.

Machine made red ‘Rosemary’ clay tiles – 47 Yeoman Street
By the beginning of the 19th century Welsh slate had
begun to arrive in the area. Bonsall has a large
number of Welsh slate roofs, however, these are
difficult to date and the vast majority may be from
the later 19th century or early 20th century. One
particular property – 20 Church Street – has a slated
roof laid to diminishing courses with very large
slates forming the lower or first course at the eaves.
These particular slates are also very thin giving a
particularly ‘smooth’ looking roof treatment.

Typical detail of a Staffordshire Blue clay tiled roof

Staffordshire Blue clay tiled roofs
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Corrugated concrete tiles – late 20th century (on a 17th
century building)
Slates laid to diminishing courses

Plain concrete tiles (1960s/70s)

Typical Welsh slate roof on the Barley Mow PH

Plain concrete tiles on the Local Authority houses
The church of St James is the only building in the
Conservation Area that displays a lead roof
covering.
Welsh slate roof – 1 Horsedale
Within the Conservation Area the only other
roofing material that has any prevalence are modern
concrete roofing tiles. These can be seen on the
roofs to the Local Authority housing on High
Street, on a property called the ‘Beeches’ on
Uppertown Lane, ‘Penmaric’ and ‘Highfields’ (both
modern houses) on Pounder Lane and also on
Brookside Cottage on Pounder Lane. A modern
house (No. 14 High Street) is also laid with concrete
tiles. Fortunately the use of this untraditional
roofing material, within the Conservation Area, is
limited.

Lead roof on the Church of St James
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Chimneystacks:
The vast majority of the chimneystacks within the
Conservation Area are of red brick with a simple
oversailing course of brick or stone capping.

Example of a rendered chimneystack
A few early stone (ashlar) chimneystacks survive.
These can be seen on the Manor House where the
stacks are coupled or grouped, Sycamore House
and Brookside Cottage, Pounder Lane.

Typical red brick, gable-end chimneystack
A blue brick stack can be seen on 22 Church Street.
Other than red brick the most common treatment is
render – either self coloured or painted.

The central stone stack at the Manor House (four stacks
grouped as one)

Examples of rendered chimneystacks

Example of 18th century stone chimneystack

28

An unusual, three-tier stone stack survives at Field
Farm, Uppertown Lane. Later stone examples can
be seen on 32 High Street, a late 19th century stone
built cottage and perhaps most surprisingly, pitched
face stone chimneystacks to the Local Authority
housing on High Street.

relatively small in size/scale and are purely
functional in their form/use. There are a few
examples of decorative chimney pots, these can be
found on 28 High Street, 47 Yeoman Street, Barley
Mow PH, and Brookside Cottage, Pounder Lane.
Gables & Verges:
There is a tradition in this part of Derbyshire of
raising the gable wall with a stone parapet, known as
a stone-coped gable. The earliest examples are to be
found on the buildings dating from the later 17th
century and comprise simple shaped copings and
kneeler stones. Stone coped gables can be seen on
the following buildings:
• Manor House
• 1 High Street
• Kings Arms PH
• 57 Yeoman Street
• 48 Yeoman Street
• 36 High Street
• 1-3 Ember Lane
• The Rectory, Church Street
• Old Chapel, Yeoman Street
• Cottage adjacent to the Barley Mow PH
• The Chapel, The Dale
• Yew Tree farm, The Dale
• ‘Cold Side’, The Dale
• Greenwood Cottage, Uppertown lane
• Sycamore House, High Street
• Brookside Cottage, Pounder lane
• 70 High Street
• 83 Yeoman Street

Stone stack at Field Farm, Uppertown Lane

This list is not exhaustive but identifies the majority
of the buildings displaying stone coped gables. The
tradition of stone-coped gables died out in the early
part of the 19th century but was revived on a few
later 19th century buildings (e.g. the Rectory) and
has also been revived on a number of new build
house within the village over the last 20 years – 47
and 51 High Street and on the newly completed
new house ‘Bella Vista’ on Pounder Lane. Coped
gables add an element of architectural pretension
and hierarchy which are closely, and integrally,
related to the style and scale of the buildings they
are found on.

Example of late 19th century stone stacks at 32 High Street

On the vast majority of buildings, where stonecoped gables were not used, the tradition was a
plain, lime mortared, close verge. This detail is
prevalent within the Conservation Area.
Stone stacks on Local Authority housing, High Street

There are a few examples of the use of bargeboards.
These all date from the later 19th and early 20th
century.

In general, chimney pots are plain circular or square
pots of red or cream coloured clay. They are also
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Bargeboards on 47 Yeoman Street

Bargeboards on the Assemblies of God Church, High Street

Decorative bargeboards to 28 High Street
Quoins:
Quoins were used in association with both coursed
and rubble limestone and represent a common
building/construction element. They vary greatly in
colour, size and finish. Occasionally, they were built
to project beyond the walling stonework so that the
rubble walling could receive a coat of render and
the quoins would still be a prominent and visual
building feature. However, the majority of quoins
were finished flush with the walling stonework and
were seen not as decorative architectural elements
but as a sound method of construction to form a
corner to a building.

Bargeboards on 49 Yeoman Street

Bargeboards to the gable end at 17 Yeoman Street

Flush random quoins with rubble limestone walling
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Tooled, formal, quoins
Squared (irregular) formal quoins with coursed limestone
walling

Flush, regular quoins with rubble and coursed limestone
walling

Regular quoins with render to walling

Flush, regular quoins with wetdash render

Projecting formal quoins with smooth render to walling
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Quoins were not adopted in every instance and
many buildings, dating from the 19th century, were
constructed without them. Such a construction
method is rare in the village and it is surmised that
they were built with the (original) intention of being
rendered.

limestone. The predominant material is sandstone,
used for its workability and ease of shaping. The
types that can be seen within the Conservation Area
vary extensively from the rather crude to the fine
and designed details.

17th century, three-light mullioned window
The above example is typical of stone window
surrounds of the 17th and very early 18th century.
The essential characteristics are the double
chamfering to lintel and jambs with integrated
stooling for the vertical stone mullions. A number
of examples can be seen in Bonsall. A particularly
good example survives at Hollies Farm at
Uppertown with diamond leaded glazing.

48 Yeoman Street
There are, however, a few examples of later 19th
century sandstone buildings where quoins were not
part of the original ‘design’ and which were not
intended to be rendered.

17th century window at Hollies Farm, Uppertown
There are numerous examples of plain, vernacular,
lintels and cills throughout the Conservation Area.
These comprise plain, undecorated, lintels, a plain
projecting, or non-projecting stone cill and plain
stone jambs. The inclusion of jambs can be seen on
a number of properties but there are also examples
of window openings with only lintels and cills.

Hillcrest, Uppertown Lane
Lintels & Cills:

Examples of more decorative window opening
treatments can be found. The example below dates
from the 19th century and the relief decoration to

Almost all of the lintels and cills are formed from
squared stone, whether this is sandstone or
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the lintel provides an element of architectural
pretension and ornamentation.

1 & 2 Abbey House, The Dale

Example of a 19th century window with a decoratively carved
lintel

Another property, of a similar period, is Sycamore
House, High Street. Although this property has
evidence of 17th century fabric (and blocked 17th
century windows) the main elevation dates from
circa. 1780-1800. The principal elevation contains
six sash windows.

Window Joinery:
The earliest window joinery in the village appears to
date from the early 18th century, however, it is
generally impossible to know if properties dating
from that period have had their timber windows
replaced with copies at a later date (perhaps 75-100
years later). Timber windows fall into two distinct
categories – sash windows and casement windows.
The former type of window first appeared in
England in the 1680s, but did not become prevalent
until the early 1700s. These were multi-paned
windows with a, visually, exposed sash weight box.
Timber casement windows (generally side hinged or
horizontally sliding) have a slightly longer history
with their appearance in England in the mid-late
17th century (replacing leaded-light windows).

From the 19th century a number of sash windows
survive. Their predominant pattern is 2 over 2
which, based on old photographs appears to have
been a popular choice in Bonsall. In tandem with
the use of sash windows, casements were also being
used. These are fewer in number and many are of
modern or late 20th century date replacing what may
have been 2 over 2 sash windows.
From the 1960s onwards a huge number of original
or period timber windows have been removed and
replaced. Their replacements are unfortunately
often inappropriate to the period/style of the
property or are of materials (UPVC) which have no
traditional precedent or have a stained (timber)
finish, popularised and widespread from the 1980s
onwards.

No sash or casement windows from these early
periods of introduction are to be found in Bonsall.
One of the earliest properties which appears to have
retained its original timber windows is No. 1 & 2
Abbey House, The Dale (dating from circa. 1780).
These are sash windows (6 over 6 & 3 over 3), with
fine glazing bars and no horns. The sash weight
boxes are hidden behind the reveal of the stone
jambs.

Doors:
There are very few original doors surviving
throughout the Conservation Area. Of the few
historic doors that survive these are of painted
timber and panelled. Many original doors have been
replaced during the last 20-30 years with doors of a
modern and inappropriate design or, more recently
with UPVC.
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junctions and detailing with the host building.
Consequently, the physical and visual impact of
such an addition can also severely harm the
character and appearance of a property.

Porches:
The ‘porch’ has no significant architectural
precedent on vernacular houses. A traditional
characteristic of vernacular buildings is the fact that
they did not have porches and the doorways are
therefore a fundamental part of their elevations.
Occasionally the door would have a horizontal
stone canopy (perhaps supported by stone brackets)
to provide some protection against rainfall and as
an architectural element of the building façade.

In conclusion, and based on the above analysis, the
introduction of conservatories can significantly alter
the character and appearance of the property and,
consequently, diminish the special character and
appearance of the Conservation Area.
Shopfronts:

Houses built with porches, as an integral part of
their design, are first seen towards the end of the
19th century, however, they remained a rare
occurrence. These can be of stone construction but
more commonly they are of painted timber –
perhaps a small canopy with, or without, timber
lattice sides. In their general size and form they
were diminutive elements on a façade and appeared
visually ephemeral. The addition of porches to
traditional buildings appears to have increased
dramatically in the latter part of the 20th century.
Many of these are of stone construction or are of
timber and glass creating an enclosed porch. Many
of these, consequently, appear over-large to the
building they are attached to and diminish the
traditional character and appearance of the building
and the Conservation Area. The later 20th century
introduction of UPVC for such elements represents
a material that has no traditional precedent.

The village may once have had many shops, some
utilizing the front room of houses and cottages. Of
those that involved the formation of a shopfront or
shop window a few examples survive (although
none are in use as a shop today).

Conservatories:
Historically, conservatories were the preserve of
country houses being used for the purpose of
growing exotic plant species and flowers and for
pleasure. In terms of their size, shape and form they
could vary considerably. Their transition to small
domestic houses is a phenomonen which began in
the 1980s with the production and easy availability
of upvc conservatories. Rather than serving the
purposes of horticulture they were added to houses
as a way of providing an extra room to a property.
In this regard, and as a consequence of their
construction material, they became modular and
ubiquitous in form, shape and appearance. Many
examples try to reflect a ‘Victorian’ or ‘Edwardian’
style but in reality provide a poor and unconvincing
pastiche.

Former shop on Clatterway

‘Off the peg’ modular conservatories (in upvc and
in painted timber) represent a building form that
has no traditional or historical precedent for
domestic vernacular properties. To this end,
attempts to integrate such a building element onto
such properties often results in disharmony in
proportion and context and leads to unfortunate

Former Butchers Shop – High Street
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Detail of the decorative corbel bracket to the former late 19th
century shop on The Cross

Late 19th century railings at the Wesleyan Chapel
Datestones:
A number of external datestones are to be found on
buildings throughout the village. Some of these
relate to the actual date of construction of a
building and others are clearly the date of refashioning or re-building. The dated buildings are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Former shop on Bankside
Metalwork:
External historic metalwork is rare in Bonsall and
only a few examples can be seen. Of those examples
which survive they are of 19th century date.

Chestnut House, Uppertown Lane – 1637
Church of St James (Chancel) – 1651
Framework Knitters, The Dale – 1737
Greenough House, Uppertown Lane – 1757
Laburnham House, Uppertown Lane – 1775
Former Baptist Chapel, Yeoman Street – 1824
49 Yeoman Street – 1857
Rear part of Sycamore House – 1870
Burton Place, Clatterway – 1871
Witchnest, Clatterway – 1876
1 Church Street – 1881
Ebenezer Chapel, The Dale – 1893
Manor Farm, Pounder Lane – 1896
97 Yeoman Street – 1896
Village Hall – 1898

A selection of datestones

Late 19th century railings at Sycamore House
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