was within the north-south valley (Yeoman Street
and High Street), centred around the Cross and the
church. Uppertown is shown as being an almost
distinct and separate community centred around a
crossroads.
Secondly, the map indicates that
development was kept tight within the valleys with
little or no development on the valley sides. This
relates to practical principles of shelter from
prevailing wind and rains. In contrast, Uppertown,
then as now, appears to be more exposed and the
majority of the development is out of the valley,
immediately to its south. The larger part of the
village on Yeoman Street and High Street, can be
described as a ‘linear’ village (dictated by the
topography of the area) whereas Uppertown is
clustered.

Agriculture:
Bonsall Moor, which lies to the west of the village
(and the majority of which lies within the Peak
National Park Authority), is unique in the number,
and survival, of a large number of field barns (circa.
115) within the parish of Bonsall. Holistically, they
have created a landscape that is of particular and
significant importance in recording the agricultural
(and partly industrial) history of this Moor.
Although primarily created for agricultural usage,
with the cattle using the ground floor and summer
hay stored in the upper floor or hayloft, the barns
also have an important place in the history of lead
mining in the area. Being located close to the ore
field it is believed that lead mining tools may,
occasionally, have been stored inside them. The
dual activity of agriculture and lead mining was
obviously commonplace and has resulted in this
rare and unique landscape. The vast majority of the
field barns lie outside the Bonsall Conservation
Area. All the barns are built of local limestone with
sandstone used for quoins, lintels and cills. The
roofs were originally stone slate, later Staffordshire
Blue clay tiles were used then Welsh slate and finally
(following roof failure/decay) corrugated iron.

The Ordnance Survey maps of 1880 and 1900
provide very accurate records of the settlement at
those dates. As stated previously, there seems to
have been very little change in building
intensity/expansion between 1848 and 1880, and
even less between 1880 and 1900. This situation
appears to have been maintained until 1945. In the
post-war years ‘modern’ development begins and
this continues into the later 20th century. The
building chronology map indicates the extent of 20th
century and particularly post-war development
within the settlement.
Mining:
Bonsall has had a long history of mining in its
locality. The Ordnance Survey maps of 1880 and
1900 identify ‘old’ lead shafts and evidence of lead
mining in larger areas – generally located around
lead rakes. Although it is possible that lead mining
did occur in this locality in the Roman and medieval
period the present evidence all dates from its peak
in the 18th and 19th centuries. In the area to the west
of the village, on the area known as Bonsall Moor,
there is an extensive ‘ore field’ with the physical and
archaeological remains of lead mining. In ‘Bonsall –
A History of the Village’ (published 2005) and in
‘The Lead Legacy’ (published in 2004) the history of
lead mining in general in the Peak, and in Bonsall in
particular, is clearly explained and discussed.

A field barn in the landscape
In Figure 9 the extent of mining activity (within the
parish of Bonsall) has been recorded using the aerial
photographs of the village. Superimposed on this
map are, what are considered to be, the regionally
and nationally important lead mining sites (within
the parish of Bonsall) as identified in ‘The Lead
Legacy’ of 2004.

In 2004 the ‘Bonsall Field Barn Project’ was set up
by enthusiastic local residents and this has achieved
great successes over the last five years or so in
promoting the importance and recognition of the
field barns and, more importantly, carrying out
necessary repairs to several of the barns to maintain
them for future generations.
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