Ashbourne
Conservation Area Appraisal

6. Landscape Appraisal
•

• Planning Context
Landscape Character

LANDSCAPE APPRAISAL

•

Preamble

Within the grounds of the Ashbourne Old
Grammar School.

Wildlife (D.W.S.R.) Sites

The natural and man-made landscapes that provide
the setting for buildings are important elements
affecting any Conservation Area. This part of the
appraisal is based upon an examination of the
planning and historical context and a visual
assessment of landscape elements, being particularly
concerned with the components that most influence
the character and quality of the environment.

This is a non-statutory designation afforded to areas
identified as important for nature conservation.
The Register of Wildlife Sites is maintained by the
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. The designated sites are
protected within the land use policies of the
statutory Local Plan.
There is one D.W.S.R. Wildlife Site (DD419 –
Henmore Brook Complex) located just outside the
Conservation Area on the southern side of
Henmore Brook. This is associated with both the
brook itself and a former railway sidings site.

Planning Context
The Conservation Area is urban in nature (with the
exception of meadows in the west which provide a
setting for St. Oswald’s Church), however, it
contains many fine street trees, landscape features
and gardens while the surrounding countryside, the
memorial park, associated lake and other open
spaces make a positive contribution.

Protected Trees
The Conservation Area designation provides all
trees with a stem girth of 75 mm and above
measured 1 metre above ground level with a
measure of protection against felling, lopping or
topping without providing six weeks notice to the
Council. In addition Tree Preservation Orders
(T.P.O.s) have been placed on a number of
individual and groups of trees within the Area.
Works to trees covered by T.P.O.s can only be
undertaken with the written consent of the Council
except where they are deemed to be dead, dying or
dangerous. It may be a requirement to replace any
protected tree that is felled with a tree of
appropriate species and size.

Protection of Important Open Spaces
View across well planted back gardens to St Oswald’s
Church

The Council recognises that within every settlement
there are open spaces that are important to their
character and appearance and that development on
these areas would be harmful. As a consequence
they are given special protection within the local
plan.

Other Planning Designations (see Figure 11.)
The special designations applied to landscape
features both within and around the Conservation
Area are a reflection of their importance.

Regionally
Important
Geological
Geomorphological Sites (R.I.G.S.)

There are two such sites within the Conservation
Area:

and

•

(See Appendix 2.)

R.I.G.S. is a non-statutory designation afforded to
sites of significant geological and geomorphological
value. The R.I.G.S. register is maintained by the
Derbyshire R.I.G.S. steering group. R.I.G.S. are
protected within the land use policies of statutory
Local Plans.

•

Watermeadows to the south west of the
Conservation Area immediately associated
with St Oswald’s church.
Hillside meadows within the west of the
Conservation Area to the north of Church
Street.

Ashbourne Scenic Heritage Trail

There is one R.I.G.S within the Conservation Area:

The Ashbourne Scenic Heritage Trail follows a
circuitous route through the town (see Figure 11.)
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which takes in much of the course of the Henmore
Brook, St Oswald’s church, the historic town centre
the Memorial Park and the lake. The Council
supports the development of new leisure routes and
trails as a means of encouraging tourism and
sustainable development.
The route of the
Ashbourne Scenic Heritage Trail is, therefore, given
special protection within the local plan.

To the south west, the meadows lying between St
Oswald’s Church and the brook are characteristic of
the Riverside Meadows landscape type where the
ground is either seasonally or permanently
waterlogged as a result of either flooding or
constant drainage of water from surrounding higher
ground through the clayey loam soils and underlying
gravels. As a consequence arable farming is difficult
and permanent grassland is dominant. These fields
can support a marsh vegetation with rushes – an
important and diminishing habitat.
Also
characteristic are the lines of scattered trees along
the banks of Henmore Brook being mainly alder
but with occasional willow. To the north east the
landscape type is modified but the physical
characteristics of the flood plain continue to cause
problems for development and recreational uses
and hard uses such as car parking are more
common.

The Tissington Trail
The Tissington Trail follows the line of a former
railway which now provides recreational access for
walkers and cyclists to the Peak District National
Park. It approaches the town from the north where
it enters a tunnel at a point close to the Mapleton
Road emerging within the town to the south of
Church Street at its junction with Station Road and
thereby linking with the Ashbourne Scenic Heritage
Trail.

Of the Wooded Slopes and Valleys landscape type
only the meadow to the north of Church Street and
the school in the west remains relatively
undisturbed displaying some of the characteristics
of the type. This agricultural field is steeply sloping
and used as permanent pasture for livestock. The
field boundary hedgerow is typical of the type being
composed of a mix of hawthorn, hazel, bramble,
elder and ivy with mature hedgerow trees of ash and
sycamore having a strong influence. The remainder
of the area is urban in character.
Landscape Appraisal (see Fig. 12)
The former railway tunnel carries the Tissington Trail from
the town centre to Mapleton Road

Topography
Ashbourne is situated in a constricted part of the
valley of the Henmore Brook which rises in the
foothills of the Peak District to the north and flows
through the town to join the River Dove
approximately two miles further down stream.
High and steeply sloping ground to the north and
south confines the old town to the flatter areas of
the valley floor and the lower slopes of the southfacing hillside. The steep descent into the town via
both the Buxton and Derby Roads is a distinctive
feature of the town as is the broadening of the
valley to the west in the vicinity of St Oswald’s
church and in the east beyond Park Road.

Landscape Character
Much of the Conservation Area is urban in nature
but still warrants classification within “The
Landscape Character of Derbyshire” (Derbyshire
County Council 2004). The whole area falls within
the Derbyshire Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent
landscape character area which is further subdivided into 2 landscape types:
1. Riverside Meadows.
This area is
immediately associated with land either side
of Henmore Brook
2. Wooded Slopes and Valleys which
includeds
the
remainder
of
the
Conservation Area.

Vegetation
Though the Conservation Area is largely urban in
character groups and individual specimens of
mature trees largely associated with Church Street,
St Oswald’s church yard and the line of the
Henmore Brook form part of a green structure

In spite of a high degree of modification as a result
of the development of the town it is still possible to
identify elements that are typical of the surrounding
countryside.
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which frames the old town. This is enhanced in the
east by tree and shrub planting within the Memorial
Park and in association with the lake and by the
encroachment of the countryside into the town via
undeveloped meadows to the west of St Oswald’s
church. Throughout the Conservation Area mature
trees standing in private gardens and institutional
grounds make a very positive contribution to the
street scene.

The original park stretched across Henmore Brook,
probably as far as the Belper Road. It was well
stocked with deer and had several fish ponds which
were later reshaped into ornamental lakes. In order
to maintain his privacy he had the public road to
Wirksworth which ran in front of the house
stopped up and diverted onto what is now known
as the Green Road. He also planted an extensive
belt of trees along the western border of the park,
up Hall Lane and eastwards along the Green Road
in order to separate his grounds from the town
centre. Part of this tree belt formed an ornamental
avenue which acquired the misleading name of
“Lady Cockayne’s Walk” and survived until the
early part of the twentieth century.

The Garden Setting and Memorial Park
Private gardens are a distinctive and characteristic
feature of the Ashbourne Conservation Area. The
current disposition and subdivision of gardens
coincides very much with the old mediaeval burgage
plots which stretched back from road frontage
properties.
Historically these were carefully
maintained, often terraced and formally laid out
plots subdivided into rectangular beds by many
small paths. Though many fell into disrepair due to
long periods of neglect it is clear within the views
from elevated points around the town that they still
help to create a green setting for the Conservation
Area.

Though much of the original area has since been
developed for housing it still survives today as
Ashbourne Memorial Park. It remains the most
significant landscape feature on this side of the
town and includes the war memorial, recreation
ground and the adjacent small lake (the most
western of Boothby’s creations).
The main entrance at the junction of Park Road
with Cockayne Avenue is marked by the memorial
gate which is in turn attractively framed by some of
the many mature trees within the park – the
laburnum (Laburnum spp) and copper beech (Fgus
sylvatica Purpurea) being the most imposing at the
time of survey.

During the eighteenth century a number of fine
private gardens were created within the
Conservation Area elements of which still survive
today. In the mid part of the century a Doctor
Taylor developed his grounds behind The Mansion
on Church Street. The immediate garden which led
down to Henmore Brook was laid out behind a high
brick wall which he built on the street frontage and
included an orangery, a hothouse and a classical
summer house. Beyond this a paddock extended to
approximately eight acres in an area currently
bounded by School Lane, Station Street and the rear
of properties on the west side of Compton all of
which was screened by trees planted along the
perimeter and contained a deer park, a miniature
lake and an ice house.

The Memorial Gate

The Beresford family who owned property on both
Church Street and Compton House (now Lloyds
TSB bank) extended their holdings to include land
both sides of Henmore Brook and created a walled
garden.

The formal part of the park comprises a grassed
open space that is well screened and separated from
the recreation and play areas, to the east, and from
its wider surroundings by mixed borders of
ornamental shrubs, mature trees and hedges. It is
crossed by an avenue of lime trees (Tilia spp) which
is focussed on the bandstand. The result is an
attractive, tranquil and shady space that is easily
accessible via a perimeter path.

The most ambitious project was undertaken by
Brooke Boothby within the grounds of Ashbourne
house - which lies just outside the Conservation
Area. – where in the latter part of the century he
created an extensive ornamental park on an area
previously used for hunting by the Cokayne family
in the early sixteenth century.

65

Memorial Park. A tranquil open space with floral borders
shaded by mature trees

Henmore Brook marks the southern boundary of the
Conservation Area with the Ashbourne Scenic Heritage trail
on the right and a view across the meadows to St Oswald’s
church to the left.

To the south more informal areas associated with
Henmore Brook and the lake are shaded by groups
alder trees (Alnus glutinosa).

The brook is also important for wildlife. DWSR
site DD419 “Henmore Brook Complex” (see
Figure 11.) is an area of approximately 2.1 hectares
and includes a length of the brook and adjacent
areas, such as old railway sidings, from Station Road
to the edge of the former Nestle site in the west.
Habitat include:
•

Secondary broadleaved wet woodland

•

Flowing water rivers and streams

•

Marginal vegetation

Memorial Park. A glade by the brook

•

Aquatic vegetation

Henmore Brook

•

Tall herb – open vegetation

Henmore Brook was responsible for creating the
valley within which the town sits, it has been a key
factor in the pattern of urban development over the
centuries and is one of the most important physical
features within the Conservation Area where, with
the exception of the extreme eastern end where it
runs in culvert beneath the public car park, it
defines the southern boundary.

Much of it lies just beyond the Conservation Area
boundary to the south, however, the brook itself
supports a diverse range of marginal and tall herb
vegetation including butterbur, meadosweet,
meadow cranesbill, great willowherb, skullcap, water
figwort, and reed canary grass. At the water’s edge
and in the water there are rushes, brooklime, forgetme-not and broad leaved pond weed. Protected
species of water vole and otter occur along the
brook and within adjacent habitats. Trees and
shrubs include pendunculate oak (Quercus robur),
willow (Salix spp.) ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and alder
(Alnus glutinosa).

Historically the brook has been a constraint on
development within the town. Consequently some
of the more significant landscape features have
become established on its banks. These include the
parkland associated with Ashbourne Hall where the
waters were used to create a series of ornamental
lakes, informal recreational open space on the
southern bank immediately to the east of Station
Road and the meadows to the west.
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Pollarded lime trees within the church yard
Henmore Brook with tall herb vegetation and trees close to
the School Lane bridge.

This is a most attractive, character-filled and
ecologically diverse landscape.

The railway sidings support a mosaic of grassland
habitats comprising areas of shorter vegetation with
oxeye daisy, smooth hawk’s beard, perforate St
John’s wort, goat’s beard, fox and cubs, mouse ear,
hawkweed, yellow toad flax, black medick and
pyramidal orchid.
Planned development will result in the loss of the
railway sidings.
THE ZONES
For the purposes of detailed description and
appraisal the Conservation Area Landscape
Appraisal is divided into four zones (see Figure 9).

St Oswald’s church yard. Mature conifers and tall herbs
amongst the memorial stones

Zone 1 – St. Oswald’s, The Meadows and
Church Street.

The eastern part of the churchyard is more open in
nature – this being the main public approach.
However, it is no less interesting as the graveyard
takes on the appearance of a herb rich meadow
punctuated with single specimens of yew.

St Oswald’s.
This area includes the grounds of the alms houses
and the church hall as well as the churchyard itself.
The churchyard is enclosed by an old brick wall
with a stone coping which is most prominent within
the street scene along Church Street and School
Lane. Behind the wall on its northern edge extends
a single line of mature lime trees. These have been
pollarded in order to prevent damage to the church.
As a consequence their growth is stunted in
comparison to those beyond the boundary wall but
they still present an attractive and distinctive feature
in this part of the Conservation Area.
The western part of the churchyard has a wooded
character. Some magnificent specimens of yew and
pine (Pinus spp) create a shady environment where
the dappled light has encouraged a wide range of
native herb and grass species to establish amongst
the memorial stones.

St Oswald’s church yard. Herb rich meadow and pollarded
lime trees.
Some of the best yew trees are a group which stands
behind the boundary wall on School Lane.
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pseudoplatanus) and ash (Fraxinus excelsior) have
become established.

Roadside boundary walls and yew trees on School Lane
Brick walls dominate the street scene to either side
of the lane extending as far south as the bridge
across Henmore Brook. From here the vegetable
gardens which stretch down towards the brook
from the back of the alms houses are prominent
within the view back to the church. A privet hedge
separates the vegetable plots from the grounds of
the church hall which are altogether more bland in
character being mainly used for car parking on a
reinforced grass surface.

A mixed species hedgerow with mature hedgerow trees on the
southern side of Bellvue Road
This hedgerow runs virtually uninterrupted for
nearly 500 metres. Not only does it provide an
attractive boundary feature to the Conservation
Area but contributes hugely to the environmental
quality and character of Bellevue Road and Dark
Lane. This is enhanced by groups of mature trees –
many of which are protected by Tree Preservation
Orders – located within private grounds just beyond
the Conservation Area boundary to the north.
These include horse
chestnut (Aesculus
hippocastanum) and Lime (Tilia spp) at the entrance
to Aspen Lodge, cedar (Cedrus spp) and yew
(Taxus baccata) on the road frontage of Cedar
Lodge and the Old Vicarage and a group of lime
trees (Tilia cordata) beside the farm track to the
rear of Trees.

View across the vegetable gardens to St Oswald’s church

The Meadows
This zone comprises the undeveloped meadows
which lie to either side of Church Street in the
extreme south west of the Conservation Area.
To the north, the Conservation Area boundary
coincides with Bellvue Road and Dark Lane as far
as its junction with Church Street. The boundary is
marked by a well established native hedgerow of
mixed species including hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna), hazel (Corylus avellana), Bramble
(Rubus fruticosus), elder (Sambucus nigra) and ivy
(Hedera helix). Within the hedgerow a number of
impressive specimens of sycamore (Acer

Mature Tilia cordata beside the farm track behind “Trees”
on Dark Lane
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The bank and hedge largely obscure views of the
meadow from the road and, instead, channels them
towards the town centre. This focussing of the
view is enhanced by a line of mature lime trees on
the southern side of the road. This line of trees is
(probably) the most important landscape feature of
the Conservation Area. It stretches in broken form
to the south west along the Mayfield Road to the
cemetery but it is on Church Street, where it actually
becomes a double line of trees, that it is at its best
extending up to the church yard where it continues,
as a single line, behind the boundary wall.

Access to the meadow can be gained via an iron
kissing gate that opens onto the public footpath
which crosses the meadow diagonally towards the
school.

A kissing gate controls access onto the public footpath
The meadow itself slopes steeply down towards
Church Street providing a green backdrop to the
school further to the east. The field is down to
permanent grassland for the grazing of livestock
and the main feature is a lone mature sycamore tree
that stands in splendid isolation towards its western
end.
In the extreme south west of the meadow open
grass gives way to a thicket of hawthorn, ash,
sycamore and snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus)
which provides valuable wildlife habitat.

Church Street. The double row of lime trees on the approach
to St Oswald’s church

The roadside boundary is marked by a steep bank
along the top of which runs a – mainly hawthorn –
hedge. The bank itself remains either largely
unmanaged or managed specifically to allow the
establishment of native herb species enhancing the
rural character of the approach to the town centre
in this part of the Conservation Area.

To the back of the footway runs a spiked iron rail
fence into which, at one point, is integrated an iron
seat. Both the railing and the seat are distinctive
features of the street scene though they are in need
of some renovation and are at times obscured by
self set shrubs and weed growth.

Church Street. A spiked iron railing with integral seat

Church Street. Roadside embankment with hedgerow and
tall herbs

The railing marks the northern boundary of the
meadow that extends to the south east of the
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church to its southern boundary with Henmore
Brook. The meadow is generally flat - being part of
the floodplain of the brook – and parts of it are
seasonally if not permanently waterlogged. As a
consequence it is down to permanent grassland
within which native herb species have become
established across much of the area. The meadow
contributes positively to the setting of St Oswald’s
church (a superb view of which can be gained from
the footpath on the southern edge of Henmore
Brook)

conifers which are prominent within the street
scene. The garden extends on the eastern side of
the main building to the boundary with Church
Banks (a wide, surfaced footpath leading up the hill
to Bellevue Road) which is marked by a hedgerow
which also defines the extreme eastern boundary of
the meadow. Mature cherry trees immediately on
the road frontage are prominent.

View to the church across the water meadows

The view up Church Banks

Church Street

A high brick wall obscures most of the private back
gardens on the eastern side of School Lane but
mature ornamental trees such as laburnum
(Laburnum spp), cherry, thorn, yew, pine and other
conifers are still prominent within the view and
contribute very positively to the character of the
lane.

This zone comprises the part of the Conservation
Area which extends to either side of Church Street
from the school to the junction with Dig Street..
In general, buildings front directly onto the street
and opportunities for planting are severely
restricted. The main interest in the street scene,
therefore, lies in the buildings themselves, the iron
railings which are often used to separate public
from private space, the variety of materials used for
hard surfacing and street furniture
Except where detailed below, planting is mainly
associated with back gardens particularly those that
stretch down to the brook within which there are
many mature trees. Though this, generally, has little
impact on the street scene it contributes very
positively to the setting of the Conservation Area
when viewed from elevated viewpoints in the
surroundings and from routes close to its southern
boundary.

Trees growing within private gardens make a big impact on
School Lane

The school itself is built into the slope on the
northern side of the road with the meadow rising
behind. Between the two buildings the garden,
which is set back behind stone walls is planted with
a number of trees such as silver birch (Betula
pendula), cherry (Prunus spp), apple (Malus spp),
golden cyprus ( Chamaecyparis lasoniana) and other

Mature trees continue to be prominent within
gardens along the northern bank of Henmore
Brook as far as Station Road. A superb pine (Pinus
spp) stands close to the bridge on School Lane and
there are equally good examples of more pine,
70

horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), beech,
poplar (Populus spp), weeping willow (Salix x
chrysocoma) and sycamore which help to create a
highly attractive well vegetated corridor associated
with the brook.

hard development. The line continues onto the
embankment between the road and the leisure
centre car park.

Mature pine and horse chestnut trees are a feature beside the
School Lane bridge

Church Street. Lime trees squeezed into the footway close to
the junction with Station Road

The remainder of the Church Street frontage is
dominated by hard landscape.

Between Station Road and Dig Street private
gardens stretch back from frontage properties on
Church Street to the northern bank of Henmore
Brook. These contain some fine specimen trees in
particular a magnificent copper beech (Fagus
sylvatica Purpurea), horse chestnut (Aesculus
hippocastanum) and sycamore which, combined
with parkland to the south of the brook create an
attractive and tranquil space

An interesting feature within the grounds of the
Old Grammar School which is situated opposite
The Mansion on the northern side of Church Street
is a geological feature of regional importance (RIGS
see Figure 11). This consists of a three metre
section of cemented gravels of Carboniferous
limestone and some Carboniferous sandstone,
quartzite and chert. The matrix is of coarse sand
and the whole is strongly cemented by calcium
carbonate.
The deposits are of either Wolstonian or PreWolstonian age in which case they would be the
earliest Pleistocene deposits known in this part of
the Midlands.
The gravels are poorly sorted and stratified and are,
therefore, regarded as being the product of a high
energy glacio-fluvial environment.
To the west of Station Road is the route of the
former railway and the tunnel which took the line
beneath the hillside to emerge close to Mapleton
Road on the northern edge of the town. The tunnel
now forms part of the Tissington Trail recreational
route which continues north into the Peak District
National Park (see above). In the south it joins
with the Ashbourne Scenic Heritage Trail (see
above). A line of lime trees is planted in the
constricted space between the back of the kerb on
Station Road and the approaches to the tunnel close
to the junction with Church Street. The trees are an
important feature in an area of town dominated by

View across open space and Henmore Brook to mature trees
growing in private gardens on the boundary of the
Conservation Area
Zone – Dig Street.
Zone 2 consists of a small area to either side of
Henmore Brook associated with Dig Street. The
main landscape features include the attractive stone
road bridge which splits the flow of the brook
between its twin arches and the high brick built wall
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that defines the boundary of the Lloyds TSB bank
and which is particularly prominent within the street
scene on the bus station link road.

the town and within which the Wright Memorial is
prominent. Unfortunately the space also functions
as a car park and is often dominated by vehicles.

Ashbourne Market Place

The twin arches of the stone built bridge carry Dig Street
across the Henmore Brook

Victoria Square is a small, discreet, tightly enclosed
space to the south west of Market Place.
Historically this was a simple open space with stone
flag and cobble paving. Over time the space has
become populated with street furniture such as a
finger post, Victorian lantern, bollards with linking
chains, benches and a tree. The items tend to
compete for prominence, restrict public movement
across the square and are visually distracting from
the fine buildings.

The bank itself is the former residence of the
Beresford family (see above) who did much to
improve the gardens which now contain some of
the best mature trees within the Conservation Area.
Most notable are the cedar (Cedrus spp) and the
yew, both of which appear to tower above the
landscape on the southern side of the brook

High brick walls on the bus station link road with mature
conifers in the grounds of Lloyds TSB bank.

Victoria Square

Zone – Market Place, Victoria Square and St
John’s Street

St John’s Street is narrower than Church Street but
similar to it in terms of the hard paving with
examples of stone, concrete and macadam materials
of variable quality and state of repair existing side by
side in a not altogether happy relationship which
has an adverse impact on the character of the town
centre. Unfortunately the same can be said for
some of the other street furniture such as litter bins.

This zone includes all that part of the Conservation
Area associated with the very centre of Ashbourne
as far east as Hall Lane. As with Church Street it is
hard development that dominates.
In the Market Place stone flags, cobbles and kerbs
create an attractive, well patterned and textured
surface that is a characteristic feature of this part of
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horse chestnut, ash, beech and other examples of
coniferous and deciduous ornamental species.

Examples of paving and street furniture on St John’s Street
At the busy junction of St John’s Street with Buxton
Road the area opens out, the space now being
occupied by the highway with a central pedestrian
refuge dominating a rather sterile open space which
is not alleviated by the single planter in place at the
time of survey.

Mature trees within private gardens to the west of Hall Lane
Zone 4 – Buxton Road, King Street, Union
Street and Bellevue Road
This zone comprises the extreme northern and
north western parts of the Conservation Area.
Though built form prevails some well planted rear
gardens contribute positively to the setting of the
area particularly when viewed from surrounding
elevated positions. Beyond the confines of the
Conservation Area, there are also a great number of
fine mature trees, many of which are protected by
Tree Preservation Orders, high up the hill to either
side of the Buxton Road. These have a profound
impact on Ashbourne effectively forming a gateway
by which to enter the town on this side. They frame
the northern edge of the Conservation Area and are
a very distinctive feature.
Prominent species
include horse chestnut, copper beech, sycamore and
pine.

Rear gardens to properties on the southern side of
St John’s street extend to the northern edge of the
public car park which marks the Conservation Area
boundary. Though the edge is cluttered and
boundary treatments variable in terms of type and
quality it is well vegetated with many mature trees
standing both within the gardens and the grass
verge providing an attractive backdrop to the busy
car park. Notable trees include ash, sycamore and
cherry.

A belt of trees within private gardens and in the grassed verge
on the northern edge of the car park
The Park Road boundary is very much dominated
by the landscapes associated with the Memorial
Park (see above).

Mature trees create the distinctive “tunnel” entrance to the
town at the top end of Buxton Road

The north eastern boundary of the Conservation
Area runs along Hall Lane where a fine group of
mature trees set within private gardens include

Just to the south, trees within the grounds of St
John the Baptist church - particularly the yew to the
south of the building and a line of trees on its
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northern boundary - create an attractive and
tranquil setting.

Yew tree to south of Church of St John the Baptist
The most prominent trees within the street scene
inside the Conservation Area are those in the
grounds of Dove House at the junction of Union
Street with Dove House Green.

Mature trees within the grounds of Dove House
Here imposing specimens of horse chestnut, beech,
lime and sycamore along with a group of conifers
are the point of focus within the street scene their
presence being enhanced by being in an elevated
position relative to Union Street
To the west views along Bellevue Road are
constricted by garden boundary walls which
occasionally open out on the southern side. It is
from here that some of the best impressions of the
garden setting of the Area can be gained.
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