Zone 3 - Market Place, Victoria Square & St
.John’s Street

‘timber framing’ may be mock, the general scale and
form of the building appears to suggest some age.

Market Place
The Market Place remains the largest of the open
spaces within the centre of Ashbourne. Originally
the Market Place included what is now Victoria
Square but these two spaces are now physically
separated by a group of buildings. This group of
buildings has an interesting history in that they most
likely begun as temporary booths and shops within
the Market Place during the later medieval period.
Over time temporary became permanent and in
place of perhaps ephemeral timber, plaster and
canvas booths more substantially constructed
buildings of timber and brick evolved to form the
present jumble of buildings. Their plan form
appears to confirm their haphazard evolution with
no real sense of planning or layout.

No 7 Market Place

One of the earliest surviving buildings on the
Market Place is, at first, not apparent. This is No. 16
(Post Office) which has a plain 19th century brick
façade and shopfront over a late medieval timberframed building. The quality of the internal timber
framing is good and displays a particularly wellconstructed building. There is evidence for
diagonally placed timber framing and some remains
of painted wall decoration.

The finest building dating from the late 17th century
is No. 12. This is constructed from red brickwork
with stone quoins and a stone string-course and
eaves course (now painted) and two decorative
stone circular features to the main façade (also now
painted). The roof is covered with clay tiles and the
south gable is stone coped. The property has a
central brick chimneystack that is an indicator of its
late 17th century date. The sash windows are 2 over
2 but are later replacements. The shopfront to the
ground floor is of later 19th century date and is a
fine example.

No 12 Market Place

No 16 Market Place

There are three significant properties that date from
the early part of the 18th century.

Another early building may be the Market Place
Fish & Chip shop (No 7). Although much of the
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Nos 2-6 Market Place

No 32 Market Place
No 32, is dated 1712 and displays characteristics of
the brick buildings in the town of that period –
gabled dormers, brick string-coursing and plain
brickwork window openings. The shopfront is a late
19th/early 20th century addition.
Of the mid-late 18th century the buildings are
generally constructed from red brickwork. The
following are a few examples from the Market
Place.

No 5 Market Place

No 3 Market Place

No 20-22 Market Place

The multi-paned sash windows to this property
have been replaced with 2 over 2 sashes (probably
in the later 19th century).

These three properties are all rendered with Nos 2-6
and No 5 having moulded architraves.
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Ye Olde Vaults PH (No 21)
The Market Place has a number of buildings dating
from the 19th century. The two principal buildings
are located on the east side – these are the Town
Hall and the building housing Sketchleys Dry
Cleaners (Nos 26-30). The Town Hall is
constructed from stone in an eclectic architectural
style typical of its date – 1861.

No 13 Market Place
This property retains its multi-paned sash windows
(with exposed sash boxes). The shopfront is also of
some age (likely to be late 18th or early 19th century).

No 24 Market Place
No 24 was once a large town house. Its original
multi-paned sash windows have been replaced in
the late 19th century with 2 over 2 sashes. The
shopfront dates from the late 19th century.
Ye Olde Vaults (No 21), is most probably a
mid/late 18th century building. It has a decorative
eaves course and a symmetrical frontage. The
original multi-paned sash windows have been
replaced with 1 over 1 sashes (probably in the late
19th century).

The Town Hall - 1861
The over-fussy decorative embellishments are a
typical mid-Victorian attribute. The style is
essentially Italianate but its details are idiosyncratic.
The building housing Sketchleys is perhaps a little
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later, circa 1870-80. In its size and detailing it has a
strong presence on this corner of the Market Place.
The shopfronts to the ground floor are modern
aluminium, replacing original painted timber
shopfronts.

Another building forming a strong architectural
element on the corner of the Market Place is the
George & Dragon. This building may be of the late
18th century but it has been re-fronted in a late 19th
century Public House style with an element of overembellishment. The painted relief of St George and
the Dragon is a particularly eye-catching element.

Nos 26-30 Market Place
On the north side of the Market Place is a building
dating from the later 19th century which displays the
Victorian passion for polychromatic brickwork
(Nos 25 & 27). This became fashionable in the
1870-80s with an influence coming from Venetian
architecture.

The George & Dragon PH
Of the 20th century two buildings within the Market
Place provide contrasting architectural styles. The
White Swan is an early 20th century Public House
with a frontage typical of that period. The mock
black and white half-timbering is extensive and in
terms of construction far too precise and
mechanical than any medieval timber framed
building.

Nos 25 & 27 Market Place (Detail)

The White Swan PH
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The old cinema (Nos 8 & 10) was built in the 1950s
on the site of an 18th century house. It is typical of
its period with stream-lined detailing, austere
Classicism and a large ratio of walling to window
openings. The shopfronts are later additions.

No 4 Victoria Square (Lamplight Restaurant)
Nos 8 & 10, Market Place
Victoria Square
The central triangular shape of the medieval market
place still exists but over time this has been
encroached and built over leaving smaller areas that
today represent the Market Place and Victoria
Square.
The map of 1550 clearly shows the triangular
market place with its market cross (more or less on
the site of the existing Wright Memorial of 1873)
Victoria Square has a different architectural
character than Church Street. Here the formality of
layout and the general quality of the buildings is less
and the variety of buildings is also very different
giving it a character of diversity of buildings of
many different styles, period and details.

Rear of No 4 showing the exposed late medieval timber
framing (photo taken prior to the new extension of 2005)
A number of buildings date from the 18th century,
many with 19th century alterations. The earliest is
perhaps ‘Banjo’ (No 1) which is rendered with
moulded rendered architraves to the windows and a
painted stone moulded cornice to the eaves. The
property may date from the early 18th century. A
first floor canted bay window was added in the later
19th or early 20th century. The shopfront is modern.

The earliest surviving building in Victoria Square is
the Lamplight Restaurant (No 4). The elevation
facing the Square is typically of narrow proportions
with a gable end to the frontage. Although now
rendered, the jettied nature of the timber-framed
building underneath is obvious. To the rear the
timber-framing is more evident. The date of the
building is circa. 16th century, but parts of it may be
earlier. The frontage has been ‘Victorianised’ with
the decorative shopfront, rendering and the
installation of decorative barge boards and finial.
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is not known and its position is unusual as it is
unlikely that it could have been read by passers-by.
The two other properties are both rendered and are
of 18th century date. The property next to
Lamplight Restaurant - No 5 Victoria Square - has
multi-paned sashes and one of the ground floor
windows retains an original timber shutter on iron
pins (this shutter has been removed).

No 1 Victoria Square (Banjo)
Three other 18th century buildings represent the
character of the buildings of that period in Victoria
Square. ‘Bet 365’ (No 10) is a mid 18th century brick
building originally symmetrical but altered on the
ground floor with the insertion of a shopfront
probably in the late 19th or early 20th century. The
property has a decorative painted timber eaves
course with cornice and dentils. The door has a
painted timber triangular pediment and the sash
windows (now 2 over 2) would originally have been
6 over 6.

No 5 Victoria Square
No.16 is a property of unusual proportions in
having a large ratio of rendered walling to window
opening. The windows to the first and second
floors are relatively small (4 over 4). The reason for
this is not clear but it may be indicative of an earlier,
possibly timber framed building, being later
encased.

No 10 Victoria Square (Bet 365)

No 16 Victoria Square

The property has an unusual architectural feature in
the form of a sundial at high level. The date of this
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Adjacent to this property is The Horns PH. This is
a rambling asymmetrical building that may also have
elements of earlier timber-framing within it giving it
the unusual proportions that it now displays. The
dormers to the roof appear to be later 19th century
additions with their decorative barge boards and
finials

curved heads). The ground floor has a large
shopfront which is partially original and next to it
an original canted bay window with sash
windows.The other 19th century building of note is
Leek United Building Society (No 8). This is a
relatively small building but is enhanced by its
original shopfront with decorative console brackets
and its decorative projecting bargeboards.

The Horns PH
There are two buildings of the 19th century that are
prominent within the Square. The first is Yeomans
(No.3).

No 8 Victoria Square
St John’s Street
Historically, (and up until the early 1920s) St John’s
Street terminated at its eastern end with a ‘T’
junction. Hall Lane and Park Road were up until
that time narrow lanes and the entrance gates to the
Hall terminated the vista down St John’s Street.
Visually, therefore it would have appeared like a
dead-end street. Technically, St John’s Street runs
from Dig Street to Cockayne Avenue, including that
part forming the southern part of the medieval
triangular Market Place (before the jumble of
buildings encroached onto the Market Place). St
John’s Street has a slightly different character to
Church Street in that it has always formed the hub
of the shopping area to Ashbourne town centre.
The character of the street layout is also slightly
different in the respect that leading off the main
street, particularly to the south are a number of
‘yards’ which originally led down as far as the
Henmore Brook. A sufficient number of these
yards still survive and those, which allow public
access through them, provide a characteristic
element of Ashbourne town centre.

No 3 Victoria Square
This dates from circa. 1860-70 and is an imposing
building of three storeys. Constructed of bright
orange brick with stonework detailing it’s first and
second floors retain its original 2 over 2 sash
windows (those to the first floor with segmental or

Towards the eastern end of the street there are a
number of town houses. Historically, this part of
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the street, being just away from the hustle and
bustle of the Market Place must have attracted a
number of wealthy residents. Its relative proximity
to the Hall may also have influenced this residential
‘quarter’.
There are a number of early buildings that still
survive, although as with the majority of such
buildings in Ashbourne they have been re-faced or
re-fashioned in succeeding centuries. The most
obvious early buildings are the Ashbourne
Gingerbread Shop (No 26-30) and The Dining
Room (No 33).
No 21
One of the oldest timber-framed buildings on St
John’s Street is Smiths Tavern (No 36). Externally,
its early 19th century brick façade with sash windows
appears innocuous but behind this façade are the
remains of a substantial late medieval timber-framed
building.

No 26-30 The Ashbourne Gingerbread Shop

No 33 The Dining Room
In their general form and scale they suggest timberframed buildings. The Gingerbread Shop has
exposed timber framing but much of this is
replaced or fake. The Dining Room frontage has
been rendered over but evidence of timber framing
is apparent in the interior.
Another building which may have timber-framed
origins is No. 21. The gable end onto the main
street is a characteristic element of some timberframed buildings. In its rendered state with sash
window and bargeboards it has been heavily refashioned.

No 36 – Smiths Tavern
The 18th century is well represented on St John’s
Street with a number of impressive buildings. A
number of the earlier 18th century buildings are
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rendered and appear relatively plain within the street
scene whereas others are of painted brickwork
(possibly applied at a later date).

Nos 18 & 20 St John’s Street
Both No. 16 and Nos. 18 & 20 are early 18th
century and display the rendered finish with their
sash windows located close to the front plane of the
wall. No. 16 has an original semi-circular headed
doorcase with moulded architraves and fanlight.

No 15 St John’s Street
No. 15 is of early 18th century date. The upper two
floors display skewed lintels and capped keystones
and a parapet surmounts the eaves over a dentilled
cornice. The ground floor has been mutilated by a
bland modern shopfront. The 2 over 2 sash
windows are 19th century replacements.

No. 51 at the eastern end of St John’s Street is also
rendered. This render may be a later application but
its inclusion at this juncture provides a strong visual
stop to the end of the street.

No 51
Of the many buildings dating from the mid-late 18th
century the following are perhaps the most
impressive, both architecturally and visually within
the street scene.
No 16 St John’s Street
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The Royal Green Man & Black’s Head Hotel

Nos. 42 & 44

The Royal Green Man and Black’s Head Hotel is an
impressive seven bay wide property and three
storeys in height. An off-centre arched carriage way
gives access to the rear yard (which formerly had
stabling and carriage houses). The gallows sign over
the road is a unique survival and although not
perhaps dating from the later 18th century almost
certainly has been in place from the early-mid 19th
century.

Nos. 42 & 44 are adjacent to ‘Partners’ but has
much more architectural pretension. The central
Venetian window and the Diocletian window above
it are typical of the architectural motifs being used
in the 1770/80s. Its façade is impressive and this
too may be the amalgamation of two or even three
medieval burgage plots. The ground floor has a new
shopfront.

Nos 38 & 40
The property known as ‘Partners’ (Nos 38 & 40)
occupies the ground floor of what was once an
(almost) symmetrical building with a central breakfront. The 1 over 1 sash windows are later 19th
century replacements. This property may be an
example of the 18th century amalgamation of two
medieval burgage plots to create one new house.
The slight asymmetry may be as a result of that
amalgamation. The shopfront is modern and has
destroyed the ground floor to this, once, impressive
property.

No 54 – St John’s House
St John’s House is perhaps the most impressive 18th
century town house on St John’s Street. It dates
from the 1770-80s and is a fine essay in the Classical
proportions of architecture. Its strong symmetry,
the pedimented doorcase, the break-front and the
heavy cornice imply the hand of a competent
architect at work.
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led to such drastic alterations of flat-fronted
Georgian houses.

No 58 – Madge House
The last property on St John’s Street is Madge
House. The façade to St John’s Street is of earlymid 19th century date but the rear has earlier, 18th &
17th century, parts. This property has been recently
refurbished (2006) to create a number of
apartments. The shutters to the ground floor
windows are original and are an unusual feature and
a unique survival.

No 45 St John’s Street
The introduction of a canted bay window to
another early 19th century house (No 37) also
displays the impact of such alterations. This
particular property contains a painted room (dating
from the early 19th century) to the first floor front.

Of the 19th and early 20th century a few examples
are worthy of note. The Gallery (No 50) was built in
the mid 19th century as a meeting hall. The three
large semi-circular windows to the first floor are an
impressive architectural element. The ground floor,
originally symmetrical has had a later shopfront
added.

No 37 St John’s Street
The early 20th century provides a number of mock
timber-framed buildings in Ashbourne. Several of
these are Public Houses and The Wellington (No.
48) is a good example. Very similar to the White
Hart on Church Street (and of a very similar date)
the mechanically precise and fake timber-framing is
typical of this period.

No. 50 – The Gallery
No. 45 is an unusual house in that it clearly displays
19th century alterations to a late 18th century façade.
The double height canted bays became universally
fashionable from the mid 19th century onwards and
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No 48 – The Wellington PH
Another example of mock timber-framing is to be
found at the junction of St John’s Street and
Victoria Square (No 9 St John’s Street).

No 11 St John’s Street
And a major piece of urban development dating
from the 1990s is Horse & Jockey yard.
Constructed in red brick the large sweeping roofs
and shaped gables give the visible impression of
warehouse or wharf buildings of the 19th century.
Such a ‘style’ could be considered uncharacteristic
of Ashbourne.

Horse & Jockey Yard development (1990s)
No 9 St John’s Street
The later 20th century is represented by an example
of an infill piece of development (No 11). Some
concession to Classical architecture has been used
with windows of a vertical rectangle shape and brick
‘soldiers’ for the window lintels, together with a
projecting and dentilled eaves course.
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