Ashbourne
Conservation Area Appraisal

2. Archaeological Significance

(according to known research) these should be
subject to full archaeological analysis and, in most
cases, to an archaeological watching brief when
ground excavations take place. This approach is
equally pertinent to the re-development of buildings
and land. Wherever existing buildings are redeveloped, where some ground excavation is
required, an archaeological watching brief should be
undertaken. If approval is given to the demolition
of any existing buildings an archaeological watching
brief should be undertaken when its footprint and
footings are removed.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

It is known from the remaining physical evidence
that Ashbourne was originally a predominantly
timber-framed town. In many cases the
repair/refurbishment of current historic properties,
over the last 30-40 years, has revealed evidence of
timber-framing that had been concealed. This
provides important and significant archaeological
information on the type and form of timber
buildings that occupied the town. There must be a
presumption that based on the evidence
uncovered/known to date that many other
buildings in Ashbourne – re-fashioned in the 18th
and 19th centuries – may have some remains of
timber-framing. In considering works of refurbishment to building exteriors and to building
interiors the possibility of uncovering such evidence
should be borne in mind and where applicable an
archaeological watching brief should be imposed.

View of Ashbourne from the south - 1839
The origins of Ashbourne are obscure – it may have
evolved from a prehistoric and pagan site where the
parish church now stands. This could have been an
open-air site set amongst the Ash woodland that
covered the area, perhaps with a natural spring that
attracted veneration and worship.
The physical framework of the settlement as a town
or large village began in the medieval period when
the layout of the town was set out in the form of
burgage plots. These are long strips of land forming
a croft and toft. (see Origins & Development).
In essence, the entire historic town centre or core of
Ashbourne – that is the area covered more or less
by the Conservation Area has significant
archaeological potential. As an urban centre it has a
mixture of open-land and building plots. Over the
centuries buildings have been re-built and enlarged
and some areas of open land built upon through
encroachment. With such intensive human activity,
over some 6 or 7 centuries, this will undoubtedly
have left its mark in the archaeological potential and
significance of the town.

Archaeological remains can also be discovered
relating to redundant elements or features of a
property. For example, many houses in the 18th and
19th century may have had wells dug to provide a
source of fresh water. With a piped town supply in
the early 20th century these elements would have
become redundant and either filled in or capped.
Development works within the curtilage of historic
buildings should be undertaken with care and such
discoveries should be fully recorded and analysed if
found.

In terms of archaeological significance there are a
number of elements that contribute to the whole.
The first is the physical, and fossilized, remains of
the original layout of the town – i.e the formation
and location of the burgage plots. The second is the
buildings and the building footprints that occupied
these plots (or parts of them). The third is the
buildings or standing remains themselves – this
includes not only the principal buildings on any
particular site but their outbuildings, ancillary
buildings, boundary walls etc, i.e the standing
archaeology.
Within urban cores the potential for new
development is often rare as a result of historical
land use and extent of historic development.
However, where proposals for new development on
sites that have never been developed before

A stone-lined well discovered during excavations for an
extension at the rear of Lamplight Restaurant (Tiger Yard)
- 2005
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